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[JITESH JAGGI]: Today, I'm interviewing a guest at Naperville Senior Center. What's your name? 

[RAZIYA TINWALA]: Raziya. 

[JJ]: What's your full name?

[RT]: Raziya Tinwala.

[JJ]: Raziya Tinwala. Raziya, where and when were you born?

[RT]: I was born in February 6, 1945, Bombay. 

[JJ]: Bombay. What year did you say?

[RT]: Sorry?

[JJ]: What, what year? What year?

[RT]: '45.

[JJ]: 1945. Before the independence movement. So, Raziya, how was it growing up in Bombay? What memories do you have going up there?

[RT]: In Bombay, my memory is some bad also and some because my daddy was also having some issue of the brain. So he always think that we are not doing everything good. My mother, mainly my mother, he was only focusing on my mother. If she goes anywhere, he has a doubt. Anywhere in the house somebody comes, he has got the doubt. So, that time, all the brain was not working. And I got an engagement with the person. He is a person with the I got an engagement (speaks in Gujarati to her husband).

[YUSUF TINWALA]: '78

[JJ]: '78. Today, we are joined by Raziya's husband as well. What's your name, sir? 

[YUSUF TINWALA]: Yusuf.

[JJ]: Yusuf. 1978. So, yeah, what did your father do for a living?

[RT]: He had a business of the cement and dammer and concrete. Building material. But with him, the family cheated him. He took--he signed the all the business. The family people took it everything from him and left, left him alone.

[JJ]: Oh my god.

[RT]: So he was struggle. He had a good money, very good money.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[RT]: We had car, drivers, everything in the house, working people for year and day. After taking out the business, was going slowly, slowly down. Then he started marveling, sitting alone. He was always counting the money when he's alone.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[RT]: And then he felt that, "I had a bus--I got so many money, where it has gone?" And, and that, you know, the mind goes.

[JJ]: Yeah. That's depression.

[RT]: Yeah. Depression. Right. And we are five sisters.

[JJ]: How old were you when this started to happen?

[RT]: We were very young. We were very young.

[JJ]: That must be very hard to be a young--

[RT]: Yeah. It is very hard. And my-- I didn't have brother at that time. Then after years, my mom, my mom got a son. One by one, two sons after one each other.

[JJ]: How many total siblings?

[RT]: We have five sisters and two brothers.

[JJ]: And what is your number in that?

[RT]: My number is third.

[JJ]: Third. Okay. And your mother was a housewife?

[RT]: Yeah. Yes. She was a housewife. She was doing work--at, in the house ordering the garments, take, bringing the material from the garments store. Then we used to put (inaudible) in. Everybody, we used to do that too.

[JJ]: Oh, wow. So as a young age, you were working--

[RT]: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.

[JJ]: That fun for you, did that feel like a chore?

[RT]: No. At that time, we were enjoying it-- like, we are learning something.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[RT]: And that I have learned it works for me today. I do steel cutting. I do everything today.

[JJ]: Okay. So that skill you carry--

[RT]: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.

[JJ]: This day. That is very nice. So what then happened with your father then? Like, his mental health started deteriorating?

[RT]: He tried to torture everybody.

[JJ]: Ugh. Sounds like your mother also.

[RT]: Yeah. My mother also. My mother was the main person.

[JJ]: Yeah. And then how about the daughters?

[RT]: We all were unmarried at that time. We all were unmarried.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[RT]: And slowly, slowly, my elder sister was working. After me, two sisters, they were both they started working.

[JJ]: Yeah. 

[RT]: And my younger brother, he was about, say, 8 to 9. He started Nippo battery. And that--

[JJ]: Oh--

[RT]: Nippo battery. Taking the sell--going from one sell to second-- 

[JJ]: Right.

[RT]: To sell this. Bringing the order.

[JJ]: Is it because your father wasn't earning anymore?

[RT]: Yeah. Yeah.

[JJ]: You had support--

[RT]: Yeah. Yeah. We have to survive. Yeah. Yeah.

[JJ]: Oh, that must be hard. Like, did you did you very obviously see the shift in having money and not having money?

[RT]: Yeah. At that time, we didn't-- Before, we were just playing with the money. Yeah. Yeah. We were playing with the money.

[JJ]: Oh, that must be really hard.

[RT]: It was very hard. And we all went slowly, slowly, mind upset, and then you get anxiety. You know? Everybody then, we get the stomach problem. And all the health problems started-- everybody.

[JJ]: And did he ever get better or no?

[RT]: No. 

[JJ]: Did he, is he is he alive? Did he pass away?

[RT]: No. He passed away.

[JJ]: It's okay. So what was your school like? School life?

[RT]: School life, I did my ten. Then I got married with him.

[JJ]: How old were you when you got married? 18?

[RT]: (speaks in Gujarati to her husband) Not 18, maybe younger. 

[JJ]: Younger? And how much older were you?

[RT]: We got married at 18.

[JJ]: Both of you were 18?

[YT]: No. No. I am four years older. 

[JJ]: Four years older. Okay. And so you studied till tenth grade, you said?

[RT]: Sorry?

[JJ]: You study till tenth standard? Tenth grade?

[RT]: Yeah. I was supposed to give my S.S.C. (Secondary School Certificate) exam. But I got engaged, and the people said, "No." Because our condition was not good. "So you get married and go to your house. Husband, and then from there, you do the studies now."

[JJ]: Okay. You happy about that? Were you, like--

[RT]: No, I was happy. The people were very good. My husband was very good. Everybody-- but I could not study. Because I conceived a baby, immediately after the marriage, and then finished. The life gone.

[JJ]: Yeah. Did you have any regret about that?

[RT]: I feel it, but it's okay. Other side, I was happy. And this side, I got-- I could not go.

[JJ]: Yeah. So how did you meet your husband? Was that what kind of arranged marriage was that?

[RT]: We were--love marriage, it was.

[JJ]: Oh, really?

[RT]: Yeah. I was staying this building, and he was staying in the opposite building. And her parents and my parents in the same group. They get socialize, the group.

[JJ]: Okay.

[RT]: And her grandmother and my grand grandmother was in the same group.

[JJ]: I see.

[RT]: So when I go to their house to leave my grandmother

[JJ]: Right.

[RT]: And so at that time, he saw me, and he said, "I like this girl. Who is he?"

[JJ]: Right.

[RT]: I did not respond, and then he came and meet me directly and told me. And that way, we got each other.

[JJ]: Wow. And how immediately after? Quickly after? 

[RT]: No. After five years. 

[JJ]: Oh so you did-- got to date for five years?

[RT]: Yeah. I waited for five years. Is it five years? No? Or four years? 

 [YT]: About three years.

[JJ]: Three years.

[RT]: Yeah. About three years.

[JJ]: Wow. That is, that is fascinating. And were your parents okay with that marriage?

[RT]: Yeah. They were okay.

[JJ]: They were okay. Was it because they knew the family?

[RT]: They knew the family, but even my elder sis-- We were waiting that other sisters would get married or engaged. So we also get married together in one expense.

[JJ]: Oh, so was it like a joint marriage?

[RT]: Like My sister, elder sister

[JJ]: Oh.

[RT]: And me got married together. 

[JJ]: Two, two weddings?

[RT]: Yeah. Two sisters. Yeah. 

[JJ]: In Bombay? 

[RT]: In Bombay.

[JJ]: I see. I think that is interesting. That that must be fun for you.

[RT]: It is fun.

[JJ]: To get married alongside your sister. Okay. So what was married life like for you in the beginning?

[RT]: Yeah. It was very good.

[JJ]: Was it?

[RT]: All the people were very good, very, very helpful. They were up and down. It did not that get to everything is very smooth. Something you have to give, something you have to take.

[JJ]: So you have to compromise.

[RT]: Yeah. Compromise, but sometimes, not always. 

[JJ]: Okay. And but was it, like, better from your childhood home, or was it worse?

[RT]: Yeah. It was better.

[JJ]: It was better I imagine. 

[RT]: My childhood was better because we were not living in a big building.

[JJ]: Right. 

[RT]: Too much tenants, too much friend circle, too much group. So we were enjoying that group. 

[JJ]: Because you were still in the same neighborhood

[RT]: Yeah.

[JJ]: Even after

[RT]: We were in the same area. And the same just opposite building.

[JJ]: Different buildings.

[RT]: So I can come to this building also. When I come to my mom--yeah.

[JJ]: Oh, yeah. You can, like, come back and see your sisters and your brothers. What neighborhood was it in Bombay?

[RT]: Bhendi Bazaar.

[JJ]: I see. And were you, like, religious growing up?

[RT]: No. It was not a village.

[JJ]: No. Were you, like, into religion? Like, what religion were you into?

[RT]: Muslim.

[JJ]: And were you a religious? Like, would you regularly go to the mosque, the masjid?

[RT]: Yeah. I go to mosque. We do prayers and everything.

[JJ]: Right.

[RT]: Yeah.

[JJ]: And was it the same with your husband's family as well? They were the same religion?

[RT]: Yeah Right. Same religion. 

[JJ]: Okay. So as a married woman, then what was your experience? Were you working or were you housewife then?

[RT]: I was a housewife, but I used to take order work for stitching.

[JJ]: Okay.

[RT]: I was very famous for the first birthday dresses. 

[JJ]: Really? 

[RT]: Yeah. So I used to take orders... And he had a drum factory.

[JJ]: Drum factory.

[RT]: Drum factory, chemical drum factory

[JJ]: Oh, okay. Okay.

[RT]: In Goregaon.

[JJ]: Okay. 

[RT]: And he was the eldest son of his family. He had four brothers and four sisters.

[JJ]: How were you guys financially when you got married?

[RT]: Sorry?

[JJ]: How were you financially when you got married? Were you okay?

[RT]: Yeah. Okay.

[JJ]: Okay. (to Yusuf) You can join the interview, by the way, if you would like

[YT]: I have no problem.

[JJ]: My question was so-- the stitching of birthday dress, that was, a business you started at home?

[RT]: Yeah. I was doing that getting order from my friend's daughter. And all the other family, as they came to know that I am expert in doing all these things, they were calling me and giving me the orders.

[JJ]: Wow. So like a word-of-mouth.

[RT]: Yeah. Word-of-mouth.

[JJ]: How long did you do that?

[RT]: I lived--did for many years.

[JJ]: Many years.

[RT]: Many years.

[JJ]: Okay. Did you find some success in that?

[RT]: Yes. I liked it. It was my hobby.

[JJ]: Okay. Very nice.

[RT]: It was my hobby.

[JJ]: And you were also taking-- Did you have kids?

[RT]: Yes. I've got two sons.

[JJ]: Two sons. And you were taking care of the sons and doing this on the side? 

[RT]: Yes. 

[JJ]: Okay. Did you get any support from anybody with upbringing your sons or doing a business?

[RT]: No. No. We were the joint family. My mother-in-law, my sisters, my brother-in-law. So we're all together, so nothing to worry about. The children.

[JJ]: That's right. That's right. So what was your-- what was it like to be a mother? What was the relationship with your sons? How was that experience?

[RT]: My son's my eldest son is, at present, he is in the Standard Chartered CEO.

[JJ]: Oh, wow. And is he in Naperville?

[RT]: No. He's in Bombay.

[JJ]: In Bombay. Okay.

[RT]: He that's-- he has not come here.

[JJ]: Okay. Gotcha.

[RT]: He doesn't want to come.

[JJ]: Okay. And--

[RT]: And, and the younger one is doctor.

[JJ]: Okay.

[RT]: He's a forensic psychiatrist.

[JJ]: Okay. In Bombay also?

[RT]: No. No. He's here.

[JJ]: He's here in Naperville?

[RT]: I stay with them.

[JJ]: Got it. Got it. So, yeah, what was it like? When did you come to America?

[RT]: I can say maybe? about thirty years.

[YT]: No, no. About ten, fifteen years back.

[RT]: No. No. No. It is earlier born (speaks in Gujarati). It  has sixteen years. So say seventeen years. Seven to eighteen years.

[JJ]: Okay. So would you say, like, 2008? Something like that?

[RT]: Maybe. Maybe. Okay. I don't remember. 

[JJ]: That's okay. Do you remember what, what it was like when you came here? How different was it? Do you remember if it was, like, very different from India?

[RT]: Yes. It was very different.

[JJ]: What do you remember?

[RT]: In behaviors, in talking. In India, we just talk. We don't doesn't care. All the rough language. Like, (speaks Gujarati). How are you? Like-- And here, you have to respect.

[JJ]: Right.

[RT]: And to give the respect, it was not digested. You know? We were very friendly talking in India with a daughter of anybody, with husband. But here? When my daughter laughs about me, "You can't speak like this."

[JJ]: It was, like, formal.

[RT]: Yeah. "You can't do this. You can't do you have to give the manners. You have to respect." Even in India, you know, servant. "Yeh kar lena (go ahead and do it)." We say "Yeh kar lena." But here, "Please you do this."

[JJ]: You have to add please.

[RT]: That's different. That's different, you know? That was not digesting before the starting. But, (speaks Gujarati). *Jitesh laughs* In India, we can talk anything, you can do anything, but they said, "No. Here it is not India. You have to behave like this. You have to open your mouth before, ten time thinking what you are speaking." And that--

[JJ]: Okay. You spoke English already?

[RT]: I used to speak.

[JJ]: Right. So where did you learn English first place? Like, in school?

[RT]: Sorry?

[JJ]: Where where did you learn English?

[RT]: English from the school.

[JJ]: From school.

[RT]: And while talking. We speak in English, so it practiced me more.

[JJ]: Yeah. Yeah. So what brought you to America? Why, why did you decide to come here?

[RT]: I came to America because my son was having a baby.

[JJ]: Okay.

[RT]: And at that time, they want somebody to be over here to take care of them.

[JJ]: Okay. And your son came here for studies? For work?

[RT]: Yeah. He came for the studies. Yeah. He wanted to be doctor. He was-- He had done his PID from pharmacy college. Kundani College in Bombay. So he wanted to do further studies over here. That time, we were not having that much money. So he took, he took everything on his own. All the-- 

[YT]: See, he got scholarships. 

[RT]: He got the scholarship. Yeah.

[JJ]: Took a loan by himself?

[RT]: He has done everything on his own. Everything. Not a single penny we had, at that time. We no doubt, we were having something. But if we gave him, we could not survive. So he said, "Don't worry about anything. I'll manage everything. He took the loan. He took everything. He pay off the loan on his own. He came to PID after PID, but came to be MBBS. Over here. He went he came to Pittsburgh. As he landed in Pittsburgh, after a few weeks or few days, the professor of the Pittsburgh College, he said, "You are not meant for here. You are such a brilliant boy. You have to go to some university." Where it is in Chicago. So he they help him to come to Chicago. And he tried everything on his own without money. He took something from here, something from there.

[JJ]: Did, like, small jobs. He took--

[RT]: Yeah. Yeah. He did the even the pizza. Pizza Hut and everything he had done and then survived.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[RT]: He did it. 

[JJ]: And so you came here to join him?

[RT]: Yeah. After the baby, he got a baby. So I have to give him support for the baby. So from there, he said, "Now you take your seek visa. You take your green card." I was not having my green card also that time.

[JJ]: Oh, wow. Okay.

[RT]: So he just forced me to take it. I said, "No. I cannot leave your brother." So even he was having a boy. Baby boy.

[JJ]: Okay. Yeah.

[RT]: So I wanted to take care of one here also. And they said, "Ok mommy. You can go. I can find over somebody here." So I just came here. Then I took my green card. Then citizen. And then year going up and down.

[JJ]: Okay. So did you come when you first came here, did you come by yourself, or did you come with your husband?

[RT]: We work together. We always come together.

[JJ]: And do you get to visit India? Since you came here, every year?

[RT]: Before, we used to go every year. Since he had got dementia. From last five years. So we have stopped. Otherwise, we used to first live three to four months over there.

[JJ]: Oh, wow. Yeah. Because you have a grandson there.

[RT]: Yeah. Three to four months over there. And the rest of the months over here, but now we have stopped going. Now I cannot go alone also, taking him. If my son comes with me to give me the company, then only I can go.

[JJ]: Okay. So how do you get to see your son and grand--Do they ever visit you in America?

[RT]: Before, he used to visit, but now he is also very busy, so he cannot come here.

[JJ]: Yeah. I have noticed both of your son, both your sons are very, very successful, career wise. Where did that, where do where do you think that comes from?

[RT]: It comes from the daddy only.

[JJ]: Right. (to Yusuf) So, like, did you, like, instill that education, hard work, all those values in them? 

[YT]: Yeah.

[RT]: He has done his commerce. Double graduated also.

[JJ]: I see. I see. And you have your business also. 

[RT]: Yeah. 

[JJ]: Okay. So maybe they saw mom and dad working all day long.

[RT]: Yeah. Right. 

[JJ]: I see. I see. That is very, very nice. Nice. What other differences do you remember when you came to America? Like, what was, what were you having trouble with adjusting to life over here?

[RT]: When I came to America, I was not adjusting with the people. The behavior, they think, "We are great. We are great," in that way. That we could not digest. We were very simple people from India. If we can-- We want to talk, we talk in a simple language. They don't accept this. That we are from “gamadiyo (Gujarati: villager, rustic person).” They said that we are, we are from village! They think like that.

[JJ]: But you're from a city, proper city.

[RT]: Proper city, Bombay. Them too. Here, people are just about themselves. They wanted to show off. It's okay. Now it is changing. Everything is changed. Before when we came, we find lots of difference.

[JJ]: Do you think the people have changed, or do you think you have--

[RT]: We have to accept it.

[JJ]: You have to you have--

[RT]: We have to accept it.

[JJ]: You have changed a little bit.

[RT]: Yeah. We have to accept it. I said, "Now, we ought to give up. We ought to learn something to stay with the children."

[JJ]: That's true. That's true. How was it to be a grandmother here?

[RT]: Good. *laughs*

[JJ]: Yeah. Do you what languages do you speak at home?

[RT]: Gujarati. 

[JJ]: Gujarati. So, how can you speak Gujarati? Are you from the Bohra Muslim--

[RT]: Yeah. Dawoodi Bohra.

[JJ]: Bohra. So what-- explain to me how do Bohra Muslims speak Gujarati? Is it because they are from Gujarat? What's the history there?

[RT]: No. It is not that that-- We had a mother tongue in Gujarati. Okay. Our mother tongue is Gujarati before only.

[YT]: We are from Gujarat only. Many from Gujarat.

[JJ]: Gujarat. Do you know where from Gujarat?

[YT]: Gujarat-- Kutch

[RT]: Bhachau, Mandvi

[JJ]: So, Godhra, those regions?

[RT]: Yeah, yeah, yeah. It is all Godhra, Mandvi, Baroda, Ahmedabad, Baroda--

[YT]: We stayed in Bombay. 

[JJ]: Right. Do you do you get to go to Gujarat ever? Like, to--

[RT]: Yeah. We used--

[YT]: Yeah we go to Gujarat!

[YT]: We used to go before--every year. But after last, last five years?

[JJ]: Right.

[RT]: Due to his condition, we cannot go.

[JJ]: So when you go to India, you visit both Bombay and Gujarat?

[RT]: No. Before, you used to. But now, I have not been from last five years.

[JJ]: Five years. Do you miss India?

[RT]: Definitely!

[JJ]: What do you miss about India?

[RT]: I miss India, everything. My family, my brothers, sisters, and social life, my friends. 

[YT]: My elder son is there in Mumbai.

[JJ]: Yeah. How do you stay in touch? Do you stay-- phone call?

[RT]: No. We are-- Where I stay in the same area, my son has got his flat. Just a corner. I'll stay here. He's here.

[JJ]: Okay. And how about the other son, how do you stay in touch?

[RT]: He's here only.

[JJ]: Both sons are here now?

[RT]: One is here, and one is there. Elder one is there.

[JJ]: How do you stay in touch with your elder son?

[RT]: With a phone.

[JJ]: With phone. Okay

[RT]: With a phone. Before, he used to come after six months to visit for eight days or fifteen days.

[JJ]: That's nice.

[RT]: But now he's in the CO. He has to travel a lot. Now it's the time to retire. In the last year, I think so.

[JJ]: Really? He's supposed to retire himself? You're probably excited about that. Because he'll have more time.

[RT]: Yeah. Right. Yeah.

[JJ]: Yeah. What else do you guys miss about Bombay, India? 

[YT]: Everything!

[RT]: All the friends circle. Here, we are lonely to be very frank. Yeah. Nobody is there to give the company to talk, to share the things. In India, there are lots of friends where we can share everything, where we can joke, where we can go out. And here, we don't drive. We are always depending on somebody. That's the main thing.

[JJ]: Probably, like, speaking in your language, Gujarati.

[RT]: No. Gujarati, you know, here also everybody speak Gujarati. That I don't miss, but I miss only my independence. If I want to fly, I can't fly. Suppose if I want to go to for the shopping, I like something. Here, people say, there is a sale over here. That's why you're going to find this thing and that thing. Nobody can take me there. So that I miss, driving is a miss. And my son, you can go to Uber. I but Uber is not always easy. You know? It pinch you. When you go, it $50, $45, and you don't buy anything over there. Yeah. And what is the finance of going in the sale, spending the $45 going and coming? $100. It's better to sit in the house.

[JJ]: Totally. I can understand. How was adjusting to food? Was that okay when you came here?

[RT]: Yeah. Food is the same over there and here.

[JJ]: Right. When you came here, were, like, Indian grocery stores everywhere.

[RT]: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.

[JJ]: So when did you decide to join the senior center?

[RT]: See, I'm coming from last two--last three months. 

[JJ]: Last three months?

[RT]: Sorry?

[JJ]: Three months or three years?

[RT]: Three years.

[JJ]: Three years.

[RT]: Because somebody told me, I think, by doctor or, I don't remember. Somebody guide me that, "Why don't you go here? So you will pass your time, and you will enjoy over there." I just I, I told my son. He's inquired everything about. And then we came and just came to know. We put we put the word over here. They said, "You have to fill the form." And also, I think somebody had come home for the examination, what we need, what is-- And then saw his condition. So he gave me the five days a week.

[JJ]: Oh, okay. Both of you?

[RT]: Both of us. Because I've been taking care of him.

[JJ]: Right. So have things changed since the last three years that you've come here?

[RT]: Yes. I, I when I come here, I got many friends, friendly people. And I am very happy. When I don't come here, because he doesn't talk, no activities, no-- Nothing he has got! I can tell you. He doesn't say a word in a full day. He doesn't care of anything. So I'm totally down when nobody is there.

[JJ]: Yeah. But when you come here, it's better.

[RT]: Yeah. It's better. And in the house also, my son is a doctor. He's always working. My daughter-in-law is a nurse. So she also working. And in India, my daughter-in-law is a lawyer and a solicitor.

[JJ]: Oh, wow.

[RT]: So they all are busy, very busy.

[JJ]: Whole family is busy.

[RT]: So nobody has got the time.

[JJ]: Yeah. So maybe, like, when your son retires, that'll be better for you? They'll--

[RT]: No. I don't think so. I'm yes. He is there. And he has got his lots of hobby. He likes animals. He likes to visit the jungles. Lion, tiger. And all this, he is very involved in all that thing. He likes to-- you know, the pictures: They like he has got eleven dogs. And I think for eight to nine horses.

[JJ]: Oh, wow. In Bombay?

[RT]: In Bombay.

[JJ]: Does he have, like --

[RT]: He has got he has got his farm in Orange City.

[JJ]: Okay. Okay. That makes sense.

[RT]: Yeah. He has got his farm. Big farm. So he's busy with all the things.

[JJ]: Right. I see. Yeah. So, what do you look forward to when you come here in the senior center?

[RT]: In the senior center, I'm--

[JJ]: Activities and things? 

[RT]: Activities, and I'm free bird. I have not to reply whatever I want to talk in the house. Without some respect with the son and daughter-in-law. "You do you cannot speak like this. You cannot do like this. You cannot do this." All the everything in the manners and the system. Here, you are free.

[JJ]: Yeah. They understand your language. They understand--

[RT]: Everybody understand and even I understand Hindi, English, Gujarati.

[JJ]: Also, understand your mannerisms, your nature.

[RT]: Yeah. Everybody because-- I know the people, that you are old. You know what you speak. So I accept your words. And then that same way other people is going on. It's vice versa.

[JJ]: Right. Right. That's nice. So you seem happier than coming here. 

[RT]: Yeah.

[JJ]: That is very nice. Any other struggles that you have struggled here with, like, either medically or financially or emotionally?

[RT]: No. Financially, I don't say no. But medically, yes. If you fall, if you fall sick today, and if you want to go to the doctor, emergency is different. You get the appointment after one month. *laughs*

[JJ]: That's a struggle. Mean, you could just wait

[RT]: --until the time you get over.

[JJ]: Yeah. That's a struggle.

[RT]: Yeah. It is a problem over here. If it is they say if you have got, go to emergency. But it is not that emergency. Okay? Understood.

[JJ]: That's true. And at home, you are the caretaker for your husband?

[RT]: No. Sorry? Yeah. And for-- In the morning, it comes for one hour. And now he is also leaving. He doesn't want to do the work. Because he is IT.

[JJ]: The caretaker?

[RT]: Caretaker. He is an IT member. He is a double graduate. When he came from Ahmedabad here, he didn't have anything till he took this job. He is not-- He came under school, of student visa. So he doesn't have anything actual or something. So he can take any, just rubbish this job. Now he's very smart, and he got all the people going--the  jhaavi (Gujarati: circle, or crowd)--that, "Don't do this. Don't do that." So he, he wants to leave, and I don't know what he wants to do.

[JJ]: Yeah. So, you become the caretaker for your husband?

[RT]: At present, I, I have to do it till I don't get anybody.

[JJ]: Yeah. What is it like to be a caretaker in your old age?

[RT]: I have to give him the bath. I have to iron the clothes of his and mine. I have to close-- clean the vessels. Because my daughter-in-law goes in the 7 (a.m.) And my son is always busy. So I have to do all that thing.

[JJ]: Is that hard for you?

[RT]: Definitely. It will be hard for me because I'm 81!

[JJ]: Wow. Yeah.

[RT]: I'm 81.

[JJ]: That's hard to be a caretaker at that age

[RT]: Right, I can do it, but sometimes he's very stubborn. He's so stubborn, and he screams on the top of his voice, because we understand, it doesn't work. It doesn't work, so I have to be quiet.

[JJ]: Well, your patience is very--

[RT]: And three times of food time, I have to struggle. Even now, "What is this? How can I eat this? I cannot this. Do that." He's scream in front of six people, three over here and three over here, but he doesn't care that who is sitting. I have to be quiet, put my head down and sit. 

[JJ]: That's hard... What are you, what are you hoping for in the future? What changes would you like to see in your life?

[RT]: Changes. Yeah. I hope he can change. That is nothing-- All why I cannot--

[JJ]: Anything else for your own life, daily life?

[RT]: His life and my life. I like to go out. I like to be socialized. I like to go in my friends' circle. But at present, I cannot go. People go in the for the cruise, all my group people. I don't go. I like to go. I like to enjoy. And he knows that I we used to go, and even he was fond of it.

[JJ]: Right. It's hard. And do you did you get to make some friends here in your senior center?

[RT]: Yeah. In the senior centers, yeah, we have friends, but not that friend that we can go with them out and only-- here only.

[JJ]: You can spend time one day.

[RT]: And they some these Gujjus are all very selfish. *Jitesh laughs.* All very selfish. If they are Gujjus, they will give you everything. They will give keep the place for you. They will do everything. Otherwise, no respect. Nothing.

[JJ]: But you speak Gujarati?

[RT]: Yeah. I used to--

[JJ]: You are from Gujarat. 

[RT]:  Yeah but I am not Dekas! (Gujarati: people from southern Gujarat)

[JJ]: *Laughs* Yeah. That's hard.

[RT]: That's the thing.

[JJ]: Yeah. Here, I see a lot of festivals happening. Like, now, Navratri, it's a Hindu festival, but you seem to participate. And--

[RT]: I do everything!

[JJ]: Is that how--

[RT]: I go to church. I go to mandir (Gujarati/Hindi: temple). I go to masjid (Arabic: mosque). 

[JJ]: Okay. Even in India? Used to be very--

[RT]: In India also-- I never used to go to mandir. 

[JJ]: Sure, sure

[RT]:  But for a church, I used to go.

[JJ]: Okay. But here--

[RT]: Every Wednesday, Naveena was there. No?

[JJ]: Yeah.

[RT]: So I used to go to for Naveena.

[JJ]: Okay. And here, you also, like, participate in Hindu festivals and everything?

[RT]: Yeah. I do that. Because we are staying together, in the group. So we can't deny that, "No. I'm not doing this. It is your-- I cannot do this."

[JJ]: Right. But do you enjoy it also?

[RT]: I, I do everything. And today, you took my-- wanted to take my interview. I said, "No. Let me go there."

[JJ]: You were doing Dandiya. You're doing Garba (dances for Navratri)

[RT]: Yeah. Right.

[JJ]: So it sounds like you are also--

[RT]: I'm very socialized. I'm very socialized.

[JJ]: Well, I'm glad that you have that, this opportunity to talk to people. And I know it's hard for you to be a caretaker, but--

[RT]: Right. Right.

[JJ]: At least you have this community here. That's very nice. And I hope that in the future also your condition improves and things like that.

[RT]: I hope so! People-- The doctor has already told me how to be prepared for the worst. Really? You have to be prepared for the worst and not good.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[RT]: It is all in. Yeah. I can only say.

[JJ]: Yeah. How do you keep hope at this time in America living here? 

[RT]: Sorry? 

[JJ]: How do you keep hope for every day? Are you hopeful?

[RT]: No hope. No hope.

[JJ]: But somehow, like, you still manage to, like, smile and be cheerful and do activity. 

[RT]: I have to be. 

[JJ]: Yeah. You have that strength.

[RT]: Right. But what I was before, hu khatam haan, hu khatam haan (Gujarati: I am finished / I’m no longer what I was)

[JJ]: Sure. Yeah.

[RT]: All the smile was on my face. Anybody can see me. I, my face was only, was glowing! But now it has gone.

[JJ]: Yeah. I understand. Well, from where I stand, you're still glowing, so I want you to know that. Any advice you would like to give to somebody who's coming from India to America their old age? What would you say to them?

[RT]: He ought to be prepared. To bear everything, to listen everything, and for the work. All the work you have to do. If you suppose, if you are unmarried, you want to go bring a girl from India. You have to ask the girl that "You are ready to clean the vessels, cooking, taking care of the children, working also?" If they are ready, then only get married from India. Otherwise, I don't think the people are-- Come here, and within a month or two, they said, " I cannot do all this! This is not my job. I was having two children at my home. And why should I do this?"

[JJ]: Understandable. Do you ever hope to come back, go back to India?

[RT]: I don't think so.

[JJ]: Okay. This is your country now?

[RT]: This is I... this is all. I've had given up my citizen of India.

[JJ]: Right.

[RT]: Yeah. I've given up.

[JJ]: Yeah. You're an American citizen.

[RT]: Yeah. We have to give. To become a citizen, we have to. But I got an OCI (Overseas Citizen of India).

[JJ]: Right. So, in your but in your mind, do you see yourself as an Indian or as an American?

[RT]: I like India because of the social life. I like the freedom. Wherever you want to go, you can fly. You can go in the rickshaw, taxi, train. Yeah, you know?

[JJ]: This is so interesting. Right? People in India think that America is the land of freedom.

[RT]: Right.

[JJ]: But you're looking back at India as the land of freedom.

[RT]: Right. Right. Right. The only thing if we are knowing driving over here. It's same as India. But when you are nothing--

[JJ]: You're dependent.

[RT]: Yeah. I'll be totally depending. So you feel like when you go to India, "Oh, riksha vaala, (Gujarati: puller) stop. Taxi vaala, stop." You go by bus, by train. You can hire a car also, but here is also. But here in dollar, there is rupees.

[JJ]: Yeah. There's help available everywhere in India. Well, I hope things get better for you. I, I really appreciate you.

[RT]: I hope and I pray.

[JJ]: Yeah. And I appreciate you opening up and really sharing your life with us.

[RT]: Right.

[JJ]: I hope the listener who listens, they take your life, and they sympathize with you, empathize with you, and also learn something from your life.

[RT]: Right. And the sad thing, when we were unmarried, we said, "We will get married. We will be happy. We'll be happy." When we got married, then we said, "If children will get--bada ho jaega (Gujarati: He will succeed / He’ll make something of himself). He will be happy. As they grow up, you are all in trouble. You are going down.

[JJ]: You keep waiting for--

[RT]: Yeah. We're waiting, expecting the days which will come for the more happiest. But after this, they got married. We became a babysitter. The life is going on. Our life is going on.

[JJ]: Yeah. If you had a chance to redo everything, what would you change? What would you do differently?

[RT]: I don't think so. That is-- You cannot think only now. Because I-- The ages approach. How-- I don't know how more we can live. Maybe three to five years or maybe two years.

[JJ]: Well, I hope it's longer than that.

[RT]: Because we both are high diabetic.

[JJ]: Okay.

[RT]: Very high diabetic. I have got full body arthritis.

[JJ]: Oh gosh.

[RT]: Low pressure, high pressure. Cholesterol. I've got anxiety. *gestures to a bag*

[JJ]: Your medication.

[RT]: These are for high diabetes.

[JJ]: Yeah. It's hard.

[RT]: Pressure and the things. So if we become worse, I pray to God, "You take us. If life become worse, home worse, please take us!" We don't want to suffer. Or my I don't want my children to be suffer.

[JJ]: Yeah. I'm very sorry to hear that, but I know that your children will be--

[RT]: Yes.

[JJ]: --there to take care of you as well.

[RT]: Definitely. Yeah. Yeah.

[JJ]: You have taken care of their children.

[RT]: Yeah.

[JJ]: You know? I think you deserve to be taken care of also

[RT]: Yes, yes. 

[JJ]: And I hope that happens. Well, thank you, Raziyaji, so much for speaking.

[RT]: Thank you so much! I really appreciate.

[JJ]: Yeah! Of course. I'm, I'm very happy to--

[RT]: And even nice meeting you. Thank you. Thank you, sir.

[JJ]: Nice meeting you, sir. 

[YT]: Thank you.

[JJ]: Thank you so much for adding to the interview today. Thank you. That concludes our interview for the National Indo American Museum. This is Jitesh Jaggi.

