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[JITESH JAGGI]: Okay, this is Jitesh Jaggi from the National Indo-American Museum. Today, we are doing an oral history interview for two people, a husband and wife team. We are at the Senior Center in Naperville. Welcome. What is your name?

[SUNDER SUBRAMANIAM]: I am Sunder.

[MANGALA SUNDER SUBRAMANIAM]: I am Mangala.

[JJ]: And what's your last name?

[MS]: My last name is Mangala Sunder, and he is Sunder Subramaniam. 

[JJ]: Wonderful. So this question is for both of you. What, where were you born? What year?

[SS]: I was born in Manjeri. At that time, it was a small village with no electricity, no transport, no water supply, nothing. Just a typical village life, people rearing some cattle or having agriculture and after my birth because my mother said they were living there that day.

[MS]: (Inaudible) When were you born?

[SS]: I’m in 1944, July.

[JJ]: I see and Manjeri is in what state in India?

[SS]: It is now in Malapuram, district of Kerala.

[JJ]: Kerala, I see, and how--

[SS]: At that time, immediately after the, I was born, my mother took me to Bombay where my father was a naval intelligence officer.

[JJ]: Oh, naval intelligence? 

[SS]: Yes, (inaudible).

[JJ]: Oh, wow, yeah, because this '19 so for listeners, 1947, India received independence. So this was pre-independence.

[SS]: Around 1945, so my life began in Bombay.  As a young child, baby.

[JJ]: Okay. Very long ago –

[SS]: Pardon me?

[JJ]: Do you remember what area in Bombay?
 
[SS]: We were in Matunga.

[JJ]: Matunga. That's so-- I, I, grew up in Sion, which is close to Matunga (inaudible).

[SS]: *laughs* 

[JJ]: Wow. 

[SS]: Okay, immediately after that, my father was transferred from place to place. So next place was in Pune.

[JJ]: I see.

[SS]: So my exposure to Hindi and Hindi-speaking culture started from my stage of baby stage itself, even though I'm a South Indian. So my neighbors were all kinds of Gujaratis, Punjabis. So after that, my father went to Jabalpur.

[JJ]: Okay.

[SS]: In Jabalpur, only I began my schooling as a KG And after (inaudible) we came to Bangalore. So in Bangalore, I studied my first standard and second standard at Clooney Convent. And that was that convent, but it at that time, only British nuns were there. So and that was school was  newly started when I joined. So, therefore, I had the privilege of a good basic fundamentals of English speaking and writing, right from that stage. From there, we moved to Dehradun in Uttar Pradesh. At that time, it was Uttar Pradesh, now it's Uttarakhand. And Dehradun, I continued my education in the Saint Joseph Academy, third standard. And at that time, my sister also joined me, younger sister joined me in the school there. And from Dehradun, we again came to Pune, where I joined another school, Ornella's High School, for fourth class, fourth, fifth, and sixth, I studied there.

[JJ]: So you kept traveling –

[SS]: Yes.

[JJ]: To different? 

[SS]: Because I transferred everywhere. And because of this, we never chose regional school. We chose only English school, English medium with Hindi. So that was the most central school were there at that time. So we had to go to some private school. So at Pune, I there for three years, four, five, and six class. And for the seventh, went to Nasik. My father was posted in a small military containment called Devraali, four miles from Nasik. So we stayed in Devraali, and I commuted to Nasik in a bus to go to school. Then from Nasik, my father suddenly expired at the age of 39. 

[JJ]: Wow, and so –

[SS]: Pardon me? 

[JJ]: How old were you?

[SS]: I was 13 and we moved to my paternal grandfather's ancestral house in Calikat in Kerala. Because overnight, this happened. We are now in different quarters. We have to vacate. So we want to Kerala. From Calikat, I studied my eighth, ninth--

[MS]: Incidentally, he happens to be the eldest in the family.

[JJ]: I see.

[MS]: Of five. He has two younger brothers.

[JJ]: I see.

[MS]: And two younger sisters.

[JJ]: So you became like the man of the house. 

[SS]: Yes.

[MS]: Yes, suddenly,

[SS]: From here, we came to rock bottom. Hardship. Luckily, we had our grandfather's house so shelter was there. And my father's immediate brother. He was there in with his family, so he was a immediate caretaker. For all of our, till I and my mother told me, "Don't have any more ambition. Minimum some degree you take and go for learning. So that the other siblings have to be supported." So I gave up all my ambition of going for medicine. Nothing. I stopped the BSc there, and I got,  I joined a sales marketing job in a pharmaceutical company because that was the only job where you get more money at that time.

[JJ]: Right.

[SS]: So I completed my interview, joined the company,  I was in Pondicherry. 

[JJ]: What age? 

[SS]: First posting. Maybe 21, 22. And later on from Pondicherry, I was posted to Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu. There I stayed till the end of my career, another thirty-three years.

[JJ]: In Tamil Nadu?

[SS]: In Coimbatore and towards the end of the decade, around '97, '98, I came out of the company voluntarily because there was a restructuring going on, company was to be, they are changing hands. So people who have put long service, they got the option of going out. So I came out. And then after that, I didn't keep quiet. I got immediately, I got employment as a PRO in a corporate hospital. Then I get switched on for another from that hospital to another hospital, I switched on.

[MS]: Because we had lot of family commitments. We have to somehow manage the wedding of the sisters

[JJ]: I see. 

[MS]: Which is a big thing in India. So we had a lot of commitments. Incidentally, we got married in 1974. I joined him in 1974, January. And from then, I was also helping him, but I was not allowed to go out and work. Because of the family situation, I had to do the household work. Those days, it was like that, the bahu of the house, the daughter-in-law has to take up the responsibility. So sitting at home, I was doing, I was getting materials and doing small scale business to help him, financially.

So this is how our life was. And by God's grace, his sisters and brothers were are all well settled today. And, and we have two daughters. They are also we gave them good education, and they are, one, one daughter is here in Chicago. So with her, we are staying now.

[SS]: And in the, during this period, in 1981, I purchased a small plot of land, and on that, I built a house, independent house in 1984.

[JJ]: In Coimbatore?

[MS]: Yes. It's a – 

[SS]: Small house. There – 

[MS]: Only thousand square feet. Nothing, not big. We could afford only that much at that time, so –

[SS]: And during that, say, only my daughters grew up and they studied up to PG level. They got married. My mother expired old age. So till the time where then, unfortunately, she had COPD, the breathing problem, lungs. So, she, it started, then in 2016, my daughters were married in 2002 and the second one in 2003. But then we're living independently in our house. Both of us in our own way were earning, and economically, we were self-sufficient and happy. But, unfortunately, this illness came, and during that time, I also had a viral fever, and she was in the hospital and –

[MS]: Because he was not in government service, we didn't have any pension.

[JJ]: Right.

[MS]: So we had to earn and not depend on our daughters.  We were very, we had a very simple living, no extravagance. Nothing. Basically, we had a roof –

[JJ]: Yeah.

[MS]: To live. So we just managed very simple way.

[SS]: And thank god, all the modern amenities and conveniences, we enjoyed without any problem.  Then after her illness, my both daughters, they were telling that in future when you get well, you are getting older and you nobody around. You must come and join us. So the daughter who is here, she sponsored our immigration visa, and we came to US.

[JJ]: What year did you come?

[SS]: In two thousand sixteen, 2016. In February she was ill and in July, August, we got the immigration –

[MS]: Immediately she applied, and, and by god's grace, we got through. In August, we were asked to be here, report at the airport on before August 13. So we arrived here on August 3, so from then on, we are here. Two years back, we got our citizenship. 

[JJ]: Okay. Congratulations. 

[MS]: And so today, we are American citizens.
We are proud to feel so because, you know, they have given us everything. Literally, thank, we really thank the American government because they have given us everything.

[JJ]: Yeah. So tell me, where were you born and –

[MS]: Yes –

[JJ]: What year? –

[MS]: I was born in the year 1953, February 12. 1953 in Mumbai. My father was employed in Alfred Herbert Limited, a British company. Of course, my, in mine is a very big family. I have four, we were, we are four sisters and three brothers. I'm the youngest of the lot. I'm the seventh one.

[JJ]: And you were in Mumbai?

[MS]: Yes. I was, yes, born and raised in Mumbai throughout. I have not gone anywhere. Only in Mumbai. I had my education in South Indian Education Society.
It's a school and college, everything in there.

[JJ]: This is unbelievable. I went to SIES too.

[MS]: Yes, too, I was also. So I had my complete education in SIES.

[JJ]: Yeah. 

[MS]: I'm the product of SIES and, you know, the complete education was in English medium.

[JJ]: Okay, okay, and what did you study?

[MS]: Science. 

[JJ]: Science.

[MS]: Yes –

[JJ]: So I went to, there are two SIES.

[MS]: Yes, in Sion, Sion – 

[JJ]: One is for commerce. –

[MS]: Yes, Sion –

[JJ]: I went to that one.

[MS]: Sion, Sion, yes.
Then now there is (inaudible) also. In New Mumbai also, there's a SIES college,  very big way, it is. 

[JJ]: Yeah, I’ve heard of that, that’s amazing – 

[MS]: Because even now my family lives in Mumbai. 

[JJ]: In Sion, okay. 

[MS]: My brother, not in Sion. Of course, due to various because everyone is, they have sold the Sion flat, everything. Now they're all independent. One is in Ghatkopar, one is *laughs*, like that, so I came after my wedding in '74. I came to Coimbatore. 
And forty five years, we were there in Coimbatore.

[JJ]: And do you both speak the same language at home?

[MS]: Yes.

[JJ]: What is the? 

[MS]: Yes, Tamil.

[JJ]: Okay.

[MS]: We speak Tamil, but both of us are very familiar with Hindi, English –

[SS]: Because of exposure to the North Indian –  

[MS]: And I am – 

[SS]: My mother used to mumble all Hindi songs during her working.

[JJ]: Right.

[SS]: So that and my neighbor, once a North Indian family, they will play the records. All the movies at that time. So it, it then exposed, when went the school also, the classmate, they sing Hindi songs.

[JJ]: Right. Probably a little Marathi also picked up. *laughs*

[MS]: Yes. I can speak very well, Marathi, because I have from my first standard till tenth standard, *agrees*,  Marathi was compulsory, *agrees*, and I can speak very well.

[JJ]: Wow.

[MS]: But I can speak Malayalam, I can speak Tamil, I can speak English.

[JJ]: How did you pick up Malayalam? 

[MS]: Malayalam,  actually, you know, my father had an intention after his retirement, he will be shifting to Kerala.

[JJ]: Okay.

[MS]: So I was exposed to Malayalam, no exam, nothing.

[JJ]: Okay.

[MS]: I just learned to –

[JJ]: Culturally –

[MS]: Speak and write culturally to be me and my elder immediate brother, we learned to speak Malayalam. So today, I'm very familiar with Malayalam, Tamil, I can read and write,  Marathi, I can write, Hindi, I can write, English, Hindi. Everything. I can five, six languages. I'm very familiar, and that has helped me a lot, you know, in many ways.
See, even in the center, I speak so many language. *affirms*. And I know all the culture too because I've been, you know, Bombay culture. We have been like that. 
So I mix with everybody with these. *Agrees*  I have no inhibitions at all.

[JJ]: It's like somebody who was born in New York here.

[MS]: Yes.

[JJ]: It's worldly. It's they know a different culture –

[MS]: Yes, yes –

[JJ]: I see. So, um, you said you did BSc, and then you went on to became, like, a medical sales?

[MS]: Medical representative. 

[SS]: After that, I was in the teaching.

[JJ]: Oh really.

[SS]: During my career itself in a company, I was working there at a German company called Hoechst, h o e c h s t. *affirms*. Hoechst Pharmaceuticals.

And because of my long stint in Hoechst, some of the local people, some of the laboratory, some professor of medicine, whom I was in contact, they wanted to take my help further after my coming out of the company, *affirms*, in way in some activity.

So during the last three years of my service, I was asked to take up part time, I can't, I don't want to call, reeducation, some additional input for the UG and PG students separately, one hour per week in the seminar hall of the local medical college supervised by the professor of medicine. I have at that time, we were into immunoglobulin and vaccine production, *affirms*, and, rabies vaccine was our top one. At that time, the Indian doctors were exposed only to the old vaccine giving around the –

[JJ]: Yeah, they were like, pills, (inaudible) –

[SS]: So when we introduced rabipure vaccine at that time, it was a storm –

[MS]: It was a wonder of medicine, you know?

[SS]: Just that's all 100% efficacy.

[JJ]: So before that, people used to get maybe, like, how many injections?

[SS]: 15 or 16 injections – 

[MS]: I have had because when I was in fifth grade, I was bitten by a stray dog.

[JJ]: Right.

[MS]: When I was playing in my apartment, you know? At that time, I was nearby Sion Hospital. *affirms*. I was, I was immediately rushed there.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[MS]: And, you know, I was given 21 injections.

[JJ]: Oh my god.

[MS]: It was so painful, because the skin in the navel part is so thin. It was so painful at that time. I still remember, it's a nightmare for me even if think – 

[JJ]: After that discovery.

[SS]: Pardon me?

[JJ]: After that new vaccine came. 

[SS]: So, the professor of medicine told my company, that we will write him. We told informing the company I can't do it. It's not, not payment. 

It’s free, but still, I didn't take the permission. (Inaudible). So I contradict what the professor said. For MBBS students in India in the current curriculum,  five and a half years they stay. Only for two hours in the whole career, only two hours of lecture about rabies. Nobody is fully aware, aware about transmission, how much time it takes, what is the outcome, and what are the remedies available, nothing they know.

And the concept of rabies vaccine being given here and for in a very poisonous and severe bite, rats will take some time, but they want immediate recovery. So you have to give immunoglobulin, rabies, human rabies, immunoglobulin, which, which will instantly kill the virus in the blood. It can be given, so all these concepts are new. So professor said, you must come and take a be and along the video, so video presentation.
Yeah. Because of that, I got exposed to many of these people.

[JJ]: Okay, is that the vaccine that you, is that the medicine you were selling too?

[SS]: No, I was given in our company we had a system. Every year, we have a brief period in Bombay, where we are given the stay, and we are given a thorough classroom training with examination.

Human anatomy, physiology, human biochemistry, bit of pharmacology. *affirms*. So because of the and primarily before the rabies came, we were doing mostly on cardiovascular health, like diabetes, cardiology has a concern with heart and blood pressure and kidneys. Both kidneys are also interconnected with the heart and diabetes. 

So all these we were doing. Then we, we were the first company to introduce in India, the third generation cephalosporin. At that time, till that came, people who had meningitis had to die. But after this came, the patient can be saved from death.
So we were at that time, all this gave me a sudden exposure to all the professor of medicine, everybody, because before that, nobody had got a similar product and what happened, when I came out of the company, next day, I met the chief nephrology professor casually somewhere. He said, what are you doing?

I said, just come out of the company. He said, I want you. Please come to my, you know my address. Come there –

[JJ]: And lecture.

[SS]: And yeah. That same nephrologist, he had a kidney hospital, kidney care. So he put me as a PRO there next day. And there, I was there for three and a half years.

After that happened, I came out of the, because I had to come to US for my daughter first., so we, I resigned and came. And after that, on going back to India, I was, I joined a large chain of pharmacies, where they I had to go to each branch separately by timetable and customers who come there, they, many in India, people buy medicine even though without prescription.

[JJ]: Yeah. Yeah.

[SS]: Even though (inaudible) is there. You can buy anything.

[JJ]:  I see.

[SS]: So they come, many of the people, 30 to 40% of the sales is only directly asking for a product, either old bottle labelling or old packing, and we give it, repeat. So many of the people, they come and say, I'm having loose motion. Give me some medicine. 
So which, which medicine is appropriate for he or she? The counter boy doesn't know. So I was there to guide.

[JJ]: Oh, I see.

[SS]: I will ask a few questions and then say, oh, you give this, and then advise the patient. Within three days, if there is no remedy, go to your doctor. We don't want to give any medicine directly. So that kind of – 

[MS]: You were a pharmacist – 

[SS]: Yeah. I was there because my pharmacy background. I did that and after that, again, I had come abroad.

We used to visit USA once in a way and spend some two, three months here, Canada also, and then go back. So after that, my pharmacy job was over. I joined a cancer hospital for giving counseling to terminally ill cancer patients. 

[JJ]: Here? 

[SS]: No. In the, In the, India. Yeah. Coimbatore. And from after that, I was approached by a very large diagnostic laboratory. 

They have got huge, I mean, more than 200 employees scattered everywhere in South India. So that owner told me, my staff are doing all the tests and the automated machine and the printout comes, But they do not know, for example, they are doing thyroid estimation. T1, T3, T4, and TSH. What is T1? What is T3? What is T4? And what is TSH they do not know. And what is thyroid, where is it located? They, they do not know. They simply write the report and view, and the owner signs it. So I was conducting a class there. And similarly, they do  HbA1c for diabetes. What is A1c? Why is it important? These things. Then people come with a glaucoma or cataract problem. Certain drugs cannot be given. So what is glaucoma? What is cataract?

[JJ]: So you were, like, consulting?

[SS]: Some yes, education. For all these staff in the, that I was doing till I came to US.
June was the last working day. July and in between June, August, I came here.

[JJ]: I see, so how about you? Were you mostly supporting the household?

[MS]: Yes, I was more because I had a lot of responsibility as I told you. My ailing mother-in-law was with me. She had giddiness problem, so I was, I too had two daughters. I had to take care of them. So whatever little way I could help, I was just doing within the house, that's all. I cannot go out and work. *affirms*. That was the limitations I had.

[JJ]: That's true – 

[MS]: Though I had education, everything, I had that and his brother's one brother was doing his engineering.

[JJ]: In Coimbatore?

[MS]: In Coimbatore. Yes. The other one was employed in a bank, as an officer. So I had to prepare lunch for them, give them food.

[JJ]: Oh, it was like a joint family?

[MS]: It, yes, we throughout – 

[SS]: Joint family –

[MS]: Till each one of them settled.

[JJ]: Wow.

[MS]: They, we were all one. His sisters, they got married till then, We gave the, we they we gave them good education. Both of the sisters were graduates. That, that was the maximum we could afford. Afford. *affirms*. That was itself very tough for us, actually.
Very tough. It was just meeting both ends was a big challenge. 

[JJ]: When and how did you two meet? And – 

[MS]: No, ours is a purely arranged wedding. It is horoscope matching. Those was the, that was the style there at that time.

[JJ]: Did you get to, like, talk to each other before?

[MS]: No, no. Nothing. We just, he came for girl's sake.

[SS]: But then I was, we were living in Coimbatore, myself, my mother –

[JJ]: Right.

[SS]: My youngest brother was going to school at that high school, and my brother who joined bank, we were all, to my sister to be married. We are all together.

[JJ]: Right.

[SS]: At that time, one fine day, her eldest brother walked in – 

[JJ]: In Coimbatore?

[SS]: Getting her, from he, we came from Bombay to Coimbatore – 

[MS]: Because his wife is from Kerala.

[JJ]: Oh, I see.

[MS]: He was visiting Kerala, and so the horoscope was matched, matching my –

[SS]: She comes from Kerala only, but stayed in Bombay –

[MS]: My, my ancestry, I too belong to Kerala. We are both Brahmins from Kerala. And, generally, at those times, it was considered, you know, normally the same,  somewhere the Kerala, Brahmin, means same. The, the, culturally, they were same. Not much difference. So his mother was very particular that a big family girl, a girl from a big family will know to adjust. And more or less, though financially, my brothers were more well-to-do because I was the youngest, and my brothers were all,  my eldest brother was a chartered accountant, so during my wedding, he was very well placed. By the time I grew up, everything in my house too changed. Though I lost my father when I was 10 years old. But I didn't know the of course, the losing a parent is really sad for anybody. But I didn't have that much of a problem because my brother was already earning at that time.

[JJ]: So there was a father –

[MS]: And my father's earning income was also because at that time, he was employed by a British company, and he was an engineer at that time. So he did some diploma in Bombay. Some engineering he did. Those days, that was a big thing you know? So my father was very well employed too, so we didn't have too much of financial crunch like that. But when I came suddenly to this family, I didn't know anything. 

What is financial problem? And my, just my eldest brother gave me one side one thing. See, I don't want you to come with any complaint. You have to adjust to that living. You know very well. It is not easy. You are the eldest daughter-in-law. You are the youngest here, and you are going to a family wherein you are the eldest daughter-in-law, and you have to take up the responsibility of the household. And you have to help him. 
He's because, you know, my brother was very particular that whoever comes as a brother-in-law for him should be nondrinker, non-smoker, everything. So he, he fitted very well.

[JJ]: I see.

[MS]: And when we just saw him, when my brother met him, he was very happy because he, very simple and humble man. I know he need not tell me I have this, but I know he's not, his salary was decent. But to meet the expenses of five people, it's not a joke, and you're going to be the sixth one. So don't ask for anything.

[SS]: So her brother walked in, and I go, I had gone out from my work. When he came for lunch, he was sitting there. And my mother was talking to him. So my mother said he has come from Bombay, and his sister, they are searching for a groom, and he had brought a photograph of the sister. And he left that photo and went. And my mother said, let us wish things go. Then after some time, we –

[MS]: It's so happened, but in the meantime, it so happened that his uncle, they were that his father's younger brother, who was actually a guardian for him. They were staying in Pune. Pune, he was a director of Meteorology department.
His uncle, he was a doctorate in from USA.

[SS]: Doing wind energy.

[MS]: He was a authority in that wind energy. So he was in Pune, and he took up the other initiative, whatever has to be done for the wedding.

[SS]: The role of my father, he has to play.

[MS]: And so he talked. My brother went to Pune. He had a talk. He said, I can do like this. Though those things, formalities, they didn't have much of a problem. 

[SS]: And the wedding was in Bombay.

[MS]: Because there have, they liked the family very much. Both the families liked each other. And so when they said, we, we invite people to come and see the girl.

[JJ]: Okay.

[MS]: So he came from Coimbatore.

[JJ]: Oh, I see.

[MS]: And his uncle and aunt from Pune.

[JJ]: Okay. So you're going to see her –

[MS]: Yes, yes – 

[SS]: Then,  My auntie came, uncle could not come that time because of the leave problem. So auntie and I, we travel up to Bombay. Went for the girl seeing ceremony.

[JJ]: Did you get to, to speak to her?

[SS]: *laughs*. No, no –

[MS]: Not much – 

[SS]: Not before, before, we don't know anybody.

[JJ]: Wow, (inaudible), so you went to see her –

[MS]: Yes, yes –

[JJ]: (inaudible) But no speak to each other – 

[MS]: But, of course, he's (inaudible). They all spoke to me. So when I talk, he can see that I am talking. *laughs*
You know, those days – 

[JJ]: You can hear her (inaudible) –

[MS]: Yes, yes, yes, yes. Because we were both the families are not very forward like that.

[JJ]: Yeah, yeah, back to that day. What year was this?

[MS]: 1973.

[JJ]: Oh, yeah.

[MS]: '74 to January –

[SS] October, November –

[MS]: 74 January, we got married – 

[SS]: Immediately after Dussehra.

[MS]: This, like this –

[SS]: (inaudible)

[MS]: October, ‘73 he came to see me.

[SS]: Jan ‘74, met at wedding.

[JJ]:  So you spoke for the first time directly to each other on the day of the wedding?

[MS]: Yes, yes –

[SS]: *laughs*

[JJ]: Wow. (background chatter).  That's remarkable.

[MS]: Of course, now when you sit back and think, my granddaughter here, she asked me, how did you take a such a big risk? And you staying in Mumbai and coming to Coimbatore, had totally different atmosphere, you know? In Bombay, you know, how Bombay is and in Coimbatore and I was really speaking when I got married and came.
People our neighbors –

[JJ]: Yeah.

[MS]: They think as if I have come from US or some –

[JJ]: Because you're the girl from Bombay.

[MS]: Yes, so whenever I speak Hindi words, should

[JJ]: Ahhhh

[MS]: I don't know the culture in Coimbatore. It was totally different. One small example. When I immediately, I landed in Coimbatore, within two days, my sister-in-law, my mother-in-law said, you go with my sister-in-law to the market.
So we were traveling by bus. I don't know to read, read and write Tamil at that time.

[JJ]: I see.

[MS]: I can just speak. That is our language at home.  I know only to speak.  

And when I just boarded the bus, I didn't know in Bombay, both the sex,  we sit together and travel *affirms* and I'm used to that.  When I just boarded the bus, both of us, my sister-in-law was there. I was there. She didn't suddenly understand that. I just got up. I went and sat near a man *laughs*. He like a seesaw, he saw, he just got up. He said, what are you doing? *laughs*. I was just looking into what happened. Why is he screaming so much? Because I don't know anything about that.

[JJ]: I didn't know that either. This, sat, men sat separately.

[MS]: Yes. Man said, “can you not read” —

[SS]: No, there, women, they have got a separate seat. They put, there it is written.

[JJ]: Oh, that lady seat  –

[SS]: Rest of the seats, even if the lady sits next to the husband, doesn't matter. *affirms*. But for ladies, separate, then gents cannot sit.

[JJ]: I see.

[MS]: So I didn't know. Then he said, can you not read? I said, that also because the Tamil we speak at home, the Brahmin Tamil is different from the local Tamil Coimbatore. So I was totally puzzled, what is going on here?

And when, when that man started screaming, only my sister-in-law could see what happened? Then she saw then she came running at the back, and she said, I'm sorry. She's new to this place. She didn't know or she can't read. And then she, she doesn't know to read. *laughs*. Then, you know, with that spirit, I learned to read and write. Because I felt I had to be here in this place.

[JJ]: You have to adjust.

[SS]: Yes and we are staying here with our daughter.

[JJ]: Right.

[SS]: She also got married without even seeing her husband.

 
[JJ]: Really? 

[SS]: Only on the day of the wedding –

[MS]: No, three days before he had come to India. *laughs* At that time, he asked us, can  –

[JJ]: But she got married to an American – 

[MS]: No, she America, of course.  He's a South Indian. 

[JJ]:  Oh, Indian American –

[MS]: Same, Indian American, but he was working here.

[JJ]: I see.

[MS]: My son-in-law. So, similarly, my second daughter also. And my second son-in-law is from Canada. He was doing his postdoctoral research. So he also didn't meet her. They just talked to, talked over the phone. Their family met, of course. *affirms*.  Their parents came and met – 

[JJ]: Just like your families also –

[MS]: Yes, yes, that's all. This is how it happened.

[JJ]: Yeah. so, I can imagine for your grandchildren, it's like –

[MS]: My granddaughter is asking me even (inaudible), she's 22.  My granddaughter, she's asking me, how did you take such a big risk, grandma? 

[JJ]: It is –

[MS]: I said, I'm happily married for fifty three years, 
now we are married –

[SS]: Those days, a 22 or 23 year old lady will be a housewife, sometime with a child also. At that age, here, she just started to work after graduation. Things are changing now.

[JJ]: Totally. 

[MS]: I got married when I was 20, just completed 20.

[SS]: 21?

[MS]: Just nearing 21 –

[JJ]: And you were how much older?

[MS]: Eight years, nine years older –

[SS]: Nine completed, August –

[MS]:  He's 81 completed. I'm 72.  So we are nine years apart.

[JJ]: So how was adjusting together as a newly married couple? Did, was there struggles? I know –

[MS]: There were lot of struggles, I told you. Lot of struggles. Because, financially, we were very tight, and I didn't know much because I was much younger.

[JJ]: Yeah, you're 20 years old –

[MS]: Yes –

[JJ]: That’s so young, you know?

[SS]: So she, her elder sister suggested that sitting at home, you can earn some good money. She said, I will send you initially sarees from Bombay by parcel.

[JJ]: Sarees.

[SS]: You can select it to your neighbors in Coimbatore and to begin –

[JJ]: Yeah. 

[SS]: So it's, it's shorter like that. 

[MS]: And, you know, you would have heard about Tirupur. *affirms*. It's a very, very –

[JJ]: Religious?

[MS]: Yes. T-shirts, hosiery, it is very famous.

[JJ]: Right.

[MS]: So what happened initially, has started, the our neighbor was an exporter of towels from Tripur.

[SS]: Bath towels.

[MS]: Bath towels. So he was, he asked me whether if you can stretch, I can give you pieces. So for every towel, both sides, we need to stretch. (background chatter). It should be perfect. No zigzag, nothing. It should be straight line. So if I do that, I will be paid 50 paise.

[JJ]: Oh.

[MS]: Each. *laughs*. Each towel will be paid 50 paise –

[JJ]: Yeah, it’s like half a rupee.

[MS]: Yes, I used to when I started, it was twenty, thirty towels per day. But then I made it to 200 per day, because my, I needed that money to, for the, my family. If you just think I didn't have anything left, you know, every day the money will come, we spend for the family. We didn't have no savings, absolutely no savings.

[JJ]: So you worked also and did took care of that –

[MS]: Yes, yes, 

[JJ]: A lot of – 

[MS]: I had to. 

[JJ]: Very busy. 

[MS]: Yes, totally

[SS]: From sari, she diversified further. Nighty, frocks, all the – 

[MS]: I had to, I had no other alternative 

[SS]: Very well she did, very well, thirty plus years, she did that.

[MS]: But because I have no, I had no choice. I had to help him out. *affirms*.
I can't, he cannot be in debt.  And we have our two daughters, who will take care of them?

[SS]: For their marriage, you had to start saving, to buy jewelry, so many things.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[MS]: And what happened? Our life went on like this with practically no savings, but we didn't have debts. We were managing like that.

[SS]: Nobody will come to –

[MS]: Nobody will come to the house and say, (background chatter) you owe me 10 rupees. *laughs*. No. That we were very, very –

[SS]: And we never take loan for anybody, for any cause.

[MS]: No taking loan, no giving loan –  

[SS]: Borrowing from somebody.

 
[MS]: So that was our principle. *affirms*.
Our children were also taught the same thing.

[JJ]: Yeah, I was going to ask, like, if, if you passed on that same thing during –

[MS]: Of course –

[SS]: Partly because of that situation, I also did not develop the habits, drinking, smoking, because – 

[JJ]: You didn't (inaudible) – 

[SS]: Because, money is hard to get (inaudible) –

[MS]: Nothing like, because his job was like that.

[JJ]: Yeah. Oh, to travel – 

[MS]: Yes.

[JJ]: Like a travel.

[MS]: No, no, they, have meetings all –

[JJ]: Oh, I see.

[MS]: You know, in German company, (background chatter) all people from abroad, they come. You don't drink. He was misfit there. Yeah. But he used to say, no, sorry. The reason is mainly we had to be extra careful. Every “pai” counted that day. And thank god we are today like this. We are able to come and sit and talk to you like this.

[JJ]: Yeah, so –

[MS]: And one thing, both of them, both of us, we adjust to any type of living. We don't insist, we want like this, we want like this. No. Even here, after coming to America, we adjust to our children. We can help. We will help. Help in the sense only physical. *affirms*. Financially, we have not had any big thing.

[JJ]: Yeah, but you put them through education.

[MS]: We gave them good education. Both of them were very intelligent. (background chatter). By god's grace, both of them.

[SS]: And they – 

[JJ]: Both studied in India?

[MS]: Yes. And they did their, their masters in India. *affirms*. After that, only we got them married. Both of them.

[JJ]: Wonderful. 

[MS]: 24, the age of 24, my eldest daughter, she did her Msc., bio-chemistry, biotechnology. My eldest daughter, did the by, MSc, biotechnology, biochemistry. Double major, she did. *exclaims*. After that, she came, she got married immediately.

[JJ]: Okay.

[MS]: She came here, and she did another Master's here.

[SS]: In the local Illinois State University. She did an MS from here.

[JJ]: Okay. 

[MS]: Like that, my second daughter is, she did her in Master's in industrial (inaudible) – 

[SS]: No, no, that was business management.

[MS]: Business management from Symbiosis, Pune. (background chatter). Pune. That second daughter did that.

[JJ]: I see. And then they both got married in America.

[MS]: Yeah. No, no. They got married in India.

[JJ]: But they came to –

[MS]: And they came, to one daughter came to Chicago.  The second daughter went to Canada state –

[SS]: After five months, this daughter got married in August 2002. 2003, February, she got married. Within five –

[MS]: Within five months, we had to give both. Because good proposal came. We thought we will give them in marriage.

[JJ]: So your house got empty – 

[MS]: Suddenly, yes, suddenly.

[JJ]: How did you manage with that?

[MS]: Even we, that's what, that is fate you know? You cannot keep the daughters at home. They got a good family by god there. See, we were praying. Our children were also very particular. They don't want a person who drinks or smokes. They didn't want any other thing, they said.

[SS]: They also want a husband of that –  

[JJ]: Like you, *laughs* – 

[MS]: Like our mom, we will struggle, but we don't want a person with all these habits. They spoke only that to their husband. And, luckily, both the, our son in laws, they never drink or smoke. They are very clean (inaudible) they have.

[SS]: And the one who is here, he's also extra religious. All that the (inaudible), he does.

[MS]: Because he has lost both his parents (background chatter). Both his parents are not there. So he treats us with respect.

[JJ]: Like his parents?

[MS]: Like his parents, yes.

[JJ]: So what brought you to America?

[MS]: That's what –

[JJ]: What year did you come here?

[MS]: We came here in 2016

[JJ]: And you –

[MS]: On August 3.

[JJ]: To live with your daughter?

[MS]: Yes, we are living with our daughter.

[JJ]: What, what prompted that decision? How did you come to that?

[MS]: Yes, because of my health.

[SS]: Right.

[MS]: I, my health –

[JJ]: Talk about that. What, what, when, when did you fall sick? How, what happened?

[MS]: Actually, when I came first in 2013 or something.

[SS]: Really?  –

[MS]: I was hospitalized here.

[SS]: No, earlier, you had the episode of asthmatic type of –

[MS]: 2006 or 7.

[SS]: ‘87 when Ventolin was prescribed –

[MS]: No, that was in India. 

[SS]: India. 

[MS]: Eighties, when I was just not even 45 or something like that, I had an episode in India because I was allergic to, when I got married and came to Coimbatore, the parthenium plant.

[SS]: This parthenium was growing very wild–

[MS]: I was allergic to that – 

[SS]: The wind that is blowing from that will cause allergy, so she became allergic to that. It started with that. 

[MS]: And I was, I had this breathing difficulty. Of course, in India, it was diagnosed as asthmatic strength.

[JJ]: I see.

[MS]: Nothing else.

[JJ]: Right.

[MS]: And I used to use puff, everything, because I had to run the house. I cannot say I'm not feeling well, I cannot give that reason. So I, I used to do that and carry on with my work.

[JJ]: It must be hard.

[MS]: It was very hard. I told you my life was totally very, very difficult —

[JJ]: Full of struggles. 

[MS]: Full of struggles, but I'm a very, very strong person.

[JJ]: Clearly  

[MS]: By nature, you know, I don't cry and sit. I just want to get over things. How? I will birth for that and come out. In, on February March 15, my granddaughter was a little girl going to for kindergarten. She got some cold or cough like that. And when she was there, all of us had this episode. I was also one, but all these people got well. I, I did not get well. My problem persisted for a long time. And one day, it, I got so bad, had to be called emergency 911. At that time, my daughter was doing her master's in ISU. *affirms*. So I was rushed there.

[SS]: My doctor –

[MS]: Of course, there was some insurance *affirms*. But they said they cannot do anything but much with that.

[SS]: That guy, the doctor called Indian (inaudible) –

[MS]: I was on ventilator, (background chatter),  I was put on ventilator.

[SS]: My son-in-law, both of us were there. He said, anybody here to inform? 

[MS]: Fifty-fifty chance is there –   

[MS]: Is there other doctor is there to inform, because, something you can expect something in the morning. Be ready.

[MS]: I was just 53 years old, remember that (inaudible) –

[JJ]: Oh my god, it was, like, very, like –

[MS]: I became a grandmother when I was just 50. *affirms*. My granddaughter was very little with that –

[JJ]: (inaudible). 
  

[MS]: Yah, he had no, he temporary he had come here.

[JJ]: Okay. 

[MS]:You know, for three months, we were to go back –

[SS]: We used to come like that. We stay with this daughter, that daughter, and then they get back.

[JJ]: Yeah. So just to, just to visit you – 

[MS]: Yes, so – 

[JJ]: What was the diagnosis then for you?

[MS]: At that time, in St. John's, St. John's Hospital in Bloomington, my daughter was staying there. My son-in-law was working in State ah, in State-Farm.

[SS]: State-Farm.

[MS]: We were in Bloomington. So at that time, the hospital I was admitted was St. John's Hospital. They diagnosed it as COPD.

[SS]: That is her lungs are suddenly, they become, they resist the, so the, it shrinks.

[MS]: So at that time, there was a doctor who just said fifty-fifty chance. I was put on ventilator when I was just putting, they were putting ventilator on me. My daughter is very bold and strong.

[JJ]:  Okay.

[MS]: And she said, I will be with my mom. He said, you'll, you'll not because it'll be very painful. You don't be. No, she said, no. I don't mind. I'll be there with her. *affirms*. She was holding me. Mom, don't worry. So at that time, the doctor, your mom can speak English? Can she follow? What does she speak?

You speak anything she can follow, she said. Then he said, let me tell you fifty-fifty chances. We are trying our best. I said, go, go, go ahead. I have no problem.

Because, you know, by nature, if you say you will die today, I am ready. Even at that time, I was like that. Because my responsibility as a mother is done. *affirms*. I have given my, both my daughters.

Then in (inaudible). They were married, and they are settled well, and they will take care of their dad, I know. So I was very calm and composed.

[JJ]: Right.

[MS]: And when I, they said ventilator for three day was three days, I was in ventilator. And the fourth day, it was removed. At that time, they said, I don't know whether she can survive –

[SS]: Doctor said, when the ventilator is removed, sometimes that's the entire patient dies with that. So we prepared. So we're all around – 

[JJ]: You must be so scared too. 

[SS]: She removed ventilator was removed, and she was breathing.

[MS]: So first, first, when it was removed, my daughter was there. My eldest daughter, she's very, very, I'm telling you, such a supportive child. When she was there, she saw because she knows medical subjects very well.

[JJ]: Right. Right. Right.

[MS]: She did her biotechnology. She has done her research in tissue culture. She knows. Then she saw as it was removed, she saw the lights burning. So she said, mom, you are safe. She was telling me. She was holding me. And then the doctor said, you're so confident. My daughter said, yes. I know.

Then they removed the second one, third one. I was fine. At then the doctor later on after fifth day was a follow-up for me. I went there. He said, because you are so strong a person, you recovered from that. *affirms*.  We were, I didn't have a least hope, I tell you, he told me. On my face, he told me. I said, fine. The next episode was during 2016 in India. The same episode happened there.

[SS]: Then at that time, the pulmonologist came out. She was ICU whole night. Came out and said, maximum five more days. Or even earlier, something can happen.
So her brother from Bombay rushed. My second daughter of Toronto, she came suddenly. But, luckily, five days, five days now, most likely –

[MS]: And, you know, at the, at the time of discharge, what was my pulmonologist advice, you know, twenty-two hours, I should be in oxygen.

[JJ]: Wow, like an oxygen mask

[MS]: Yes – 

[JJ]: Tank –

[MS]: Throughout, I was just wondering, how is this – 

[SS]: Even now CPAP machine, and the oxygen –

[MS]: No

[SS]: Concentrator, she uses from bedtime till morning.

[MS]: But see, the one miracle is, you you cannot even dream how I'm sitting and talking like this. *affirms*. My exercise and my belief in myself.

[SS]: Yoga –

[MS]: I do breathing exercise. Everday religiously. That breathing and when I met my pulmonologist in India, you know, one year after I came here, I went there.
When I met him, he asked, he thought I'll be in the wheelchair. When he saw me, he said, I am seeing Mangala. *laughs*. I said, yes. What did you do?  To come out like this? You're walking briskly and no suffocation, nothing, no breathlessness. I said, I'm doing this.

[JJ]: So when that second episode happened in 2016, that's when you decided to come to America?

[MS]: Yes, I didn’t, we didn’t decide even at that time – 

[JJ]: Oh, really?

[MS]: Because, you know, in our community as such, the culture is we don't normally go and live with our daughters. Since we had both our daughters, we didn't want that to happen.

[JJ]: To be like a burden on – 

[MS]: To, yes. So, but, my children and my son-in-law here, he said, no second thought. You are simply coming to Chicago. We will apply for that. And she took this daughter, undertook that responsibility. Of course, she was consulting her younger sister also. She was also, because she had her own family issues, so she was not ready to keep us. She had, did not have, the but this daughter, she said, come what may you are coming here. That's nice. She applied, and by within three, four, six months, we got our green card. Not green card exactly –

[JJ]: Visa –
  

[MS ]:We were given, yes –

[SS]: Immigration visa –

[MS]: Immigration. So after we came here, we were given the green card. So that is how we came. And five, uh,  afterwards, COVID, and we didn't know we were feeling very bored.

[JJ]: Right. I was going to ask, like, what – 

[MS]: Because both of us were busy doing something – 

[SS]: Because all the activity there, nothing here, and then –

[JJ]: Life is slower for you –

[MS]: And –

[SS]: Frustrating, I told her let us just go back – –

[MS]: It was a very – 

 
[JJ]: *laughs*

[SS]: I told her (background chatter) –

[JJ]: I, I can imagine because life is different here – 

[MS]: One thing, because our problem was we cannot say anything to our children also because they have brought us with all good intentions, you know? So we used to keep quiet. I used to do the household work, but that is not big thing no? That's only –

[SS]: In India you were surrounded by friends and – 

[MS]: Yes, yes. 

[SS]: Friends, you know, somebody can, my, any friend, her friend, they'll just walk in. *affirms*. Not like, appointment, are you free now?

[MS]: And we are not used to the snow and everything initially. We came in August from November snowfall. We were just so frustrated, what to do. At that time, luckily, of course, one, one year went off like that. 

[JJ]: Right.

[MS]: I didn't have too many people like that. And, generally, I'm a very social person. I like to meet people.

[JJ]: Yeah, when you grew you in a joint family – 

[MS]: Yes, yes. So what happened, I, I met with one Mrs. Radha Harigaran, who told me, Mangala, there is one institution called UMAS here.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[MS]: And you please call. I'm giving you the number. You call them. But she didn't know that green card people are allowed or not, because she was already a citizen.

[JJ]: Oh, okay. 

[MS]: My friend, so she didn't know all the details. She just told me, she gave me the number. You please talk there.

[JJ]: Like, for a senior center.

[MS]: Yes, there's a senior center, and you will fit very well there, she said. And so when I just contacted people here, they said, you please, that was COVID time.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[MS]: They said you please come over. You can come. Then I told my daughter. My daughter took me, she brought me here. So we didn't know anything about that. We just came, and we, we just met the manager here. There was a big, it's complete no people here at that time because it was closed literally. Only the office was working. So when I came here, they just asked me. I said, I have green card. Then they said, green card people, you should get insurance. If you get insurance, you can come here. That was a, very good information we got because we came here. One Radhika Subramaniam here, she was responsible for this insurance, everything.  She came out and she said, I can help you.

[JJ]: And both of you joined at the same time? 

[MS]: Yes, then she only said, I want your original green card and the details, passport, everything. I will just help you get it and this happened in March, April – 

[JJ]: 2020 – 

[MS]: No, not twen, yeah, 2020.

[JJ]: Wow, so – 

[MS]: And then –

[SS]: '21, 

[MS]: ‘21 we, we joined here.

[SS]: Ah here, here. 

[MS]: Within two, three months, we got our insurance. Then I contacted them. They said, yes, we will arrange.

And then they arranged for the because from insurance, county, the case manager came and met us, and then we talk. When they saw, they gave us two days initially. 

[JJ]: Okay, two days a week?

[MS]: Two days a week on Wednesdays and Fridays. We started coming like that. But the atmosphere, total atmosphere changed –

[JJ]: Finally – 

[MS]: After we came here.

[JJ]: What was the difference before?

[MS]: Too much, too much, we were –

[SS]: We, we meet people.

[JJ]: Yeah.

[SS]: We talk to them. 

[JJ]: Yeah. 

[SS]: We sit and eat with them –

[MS]: And both of us – 

[JJ]: Everybody is an Indian there *laughs* – . 

[MS]: He also like to sing Hindi songs. I also like Hindi music – 

[SS]: (Inaudible) Childhood Hindi songs, so I got opportunity to sing.

[MS]: So on Wednesdays, he will sing. I will sing on Fridays. *laughs*. So we were having a gala. We are having a gala time here. I'm telling you God's blessings, and we are truly amazed.

[SS]: We are mainly coming here, attractions, all the people – .

[MS]: No, the service – 

[SS]: Everything is secondary – 

[MS]: No, one thing I tell you, the atmosphere is thing, and the privilege they gave so many services, good services. The respect we get from here, it is amazing.

[JJ]: And you get to be social with –

[MS]: Yes, yes – 

[JJ]: People your age – 

 
[MS]: We are really happy. It's a God's gift for us.

[JJ]: Do you ever? – 

[MS]: So last four years – 

[JJ]: Yeah.

[MS]: We have been coming here.

[JJ]: I'm so glad you found community.

[MS]: Yes, yes.

[JJ]: Do you ever think about going back to India to visit or ?

[MS]: We visit, of course.

[JJ]: Oh, you do? You have family there?

 
[MS]: Yes, yes, because his sister, brother, no, one brother only, one brother, he expired.
Another brother is in Melbourne, Australia. So we cannot visit him. We meet him when he comes here.

[SS]: My one sister is in New Bombay, Naveen, Mumbai.

[MS]: So we meet him because (inaudible)  – 

[SS]: Then her brother in Ghatkoparar, then we have got other friends and relatives – 

[SS]: Distant relatives – 

[MS]: So we –

[SS]: We went to Bangalore – 

[MS]: But we don’t,  since we don't have a house – 

[JJ]: Yeah.

[MS]: Nothing, we have

[JJ]: No, your life is here.

[MS]: So our life is here. As I told you, we didn't have any money. We just sold the house after two years. That also because of the COVID, we didn't get much, *affirms*,
when we sold the house. 

[JJ]: Yeah. 

[MS]: But you can't expect too much and when you exchange value, it means you, you get pittance.

[JJ]: Yeah, from exchange to dollars –  

[MS]: You can understand, yes.
  
 
[JJ]: Yeah. 

[MS]: So, but we needed some money for us, we thought. But we didn't get much. Anyway, that is – 

[JJ]: No, but that is important to the story because so many Indian-Americans come here. 

[MS]: Yes.

[JJ]: And the impression of them, Indian Americans – 

[MS]: But, this government –  

[JJ]: Is they are all super rich –   

[MS]: I am really one thing, we have to accept, we are really grateful to this government,   because they have given us good insurance. We are getting all the medicines –

[JJ]: Facilities – 

[MS] Everything facilities. For a senior, as a senior, I should thank, no amount of words can match that.

[JJ]: Yeah, there is no discrimination. 

[MS]: No discrimination, yes –

[JJ]: You are not super rich, so you get the country – 

[MS]: No, no. We are getting everything. So at least, you know, we feel, we are one accepted here. Though we worked in India for so long time, we didn't have a pension. Nothing we have. Even today, if I go up, we don't have anything.

[JJ]: Social security.

[MS]: Social security, because social security, we have not. We need to apply shortly, but we have not yet applied so far. So we hope to do it.

[JJ]: Yeah. So what is growing old in America for you, and what do you look forward in the future?

[MS]: See, any parent, be with the children is the happiest thing

[JJ]: Yeah.

[MS]: And be with your community and luckily for us, we have both, we have children. We have raised our children. They respect us. And the community, since we are coming here, we are able to meet so many people of our age, and so that makes us happy.

[SS]: And the, my daughter here and son-in-law, they are very active members of a social organization, cultural organization called Chicago Thygaraja Utsavam, CTU.

[JJ]: Is it for South Indians?

[SS]: Running for so many years. 

[MS]: Yes – 

[SS]: They are active members, very active and because – 

[MS]: Because my daughters are musically talented.

[JJ]: Nice. 

[MS]: Both my daughters had their music, ready scientific, they have learned scientific music theory with everything for fifteen to nearly fifteen to eighteen years. And so they are very good at music. And so they were actually, my eldest daughter has autistic son. Her daughter is normal, son, but, of course, he is also more verbal. So, so she was not employed all this time because of that.

[JJ]: To take care of this.

[MS]: Yes, so now this summer, she is –

[SS]: Two months ago.

[MS]: She has, she did her master's in education. She's 47, and she got her first job now.

[SS]: High school teacher for biology and chemistry.

[MS]: And so I should thank my son-in-law because all these years, he has been taking care of us apart from his own family.

[JJ]: Yeah, looks like they got their strength from you –

[MS]: Maybe, yeah.

[JJ]: Both of you, you know. And also their music, like –

[MS]: Yes. 

[JJ]: You enjoy singing and music –  

[SS]: Because CTU,  so many people who are living this side are all members – 

[MS]: We have so many friends –  

[SS]: (Inaudible) The meeting, we meet them and because of that, Navaratri time, we all exchange greetings.

[JJ]: Right, so you get to be in community.

[MS]: Yes, yes, so –

[JJ]: That’s so nice that you, that's why maybe, like, this country feels like home to you.

[MS]: We are really, this, we are really grateful to this country for nourishing us, giving us all possible things. I don't know whether we deserve it, but God has been very kind, and we should thank the country. We are really thankful to this.

[JJ]: And you are model citizens too because you are, you know, helping each other with – 

[MS]: Yes, yes – 

[JJ]: Helping other seniors – 

[MS]: Yes. I do. We do help other seniors here because, you know, I teach English here.

[JJ]: Yeah – 

[MS]: For those who don't know anything, English language, they lack. So since I am good at English 

[JJ]: Really? 

[MS]: I am teaching them English – 

[JJ]: Oh wonderful –

[MS]: And I'm really happy to do that – 

[SS]: Almost everyone, majority Gujarathis and some Punjabis, except one or two people, the majority do not know how to communicate except in their own mother tongue or Hindi –  

[MS]: But I'm happy some of them are now coming out.

[JJ]: Yeah and they're learning from you.

[SS]: Yes (inaudible) – 

[MS]: And you met Triptha? 

[JJ]: Yes – 

[MS]: She's also doing. 

[JJ]: Yeah, she showed me this whiteboard – 

[SS]: Exactly–

[JJ]:  With words –

[MS]: Yes, yes.

[JJ]: Which is so important because they will need English –

[MS]: Yes –  

[JJ]:To go to a doctor –

[MS]: Yes. Yes. Yes.

[SS]: And –

[MS]: I teach them exactly that, because I tell them when you meet your doctor, when you meet your case manager, you must be able to express yourself.

[JJ]: Yeah and you have experience with, like, medical life also –

[MS]: Yes – 

[SS]: *laughs*

[MS]: Yes, yes. So I'm, I'm always a friend, more than a teacher because, you know, if you think you are a teacher, then they, they'll not be at ease, talking to you.

[JJ]: But there’s (inaudible) – 
 

[MS]: But, being afraid, yeah, I'm a very jovial and friendly person, so they also enjoy my company. I too have the privilege of teaching them and just like that, I teach them, that's all – 

[JJ]: Well, I’m very glad – 

[MS]: I'm very happy – 

[JJ]: You two are here. Um. I want to congratulate both of you, Sunder and Mangala, for being here and for being these wonderful citizens here. And, also, I'm very happy that you found your community.

[MS]: Yes, thank you so much. 

[SS]: Thank you very much.

[JJ]: Thank you for sharing our story, your story with our listeners, and this is maybe for future generations, they'll know our history.

[MS]: Yes, if, if the future generation learn something from us, we'll be too happy. 

[JJ]: Absolutely. 

[MS]: We only wish they learn hard ways to come up. They cannot expect a easy life always. You should see everything in life.

[SS]: Yeah, so –

[MS]: Both good and bad things, then only you learn.

[JJ]: Thank you for sharing all of it. Ahh - 

[MS]: You're welcome. 

[JJ]: That concludes our interview for the National Indo-American Museum. Thank you so much.

[MS]: You're welcome, dear. Thank you.
