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[JITESH JAGGI]: This is Jitesh Jaggi from the National Indo American Museum. Today, I am sitting with Harshad for our oral history project, Broadening Narratives series. Today ism happens to be, July 4, so happy independence to everybody. I am sitting at Harshadji's very wonderful Indian grocery store called Shital Groceries. Harshadji, thank you for agreeing to do this interview for us.

 [HARSHAD PATEL]: You're welcome.

 [JJ]: Okay. First things first, what is your full name?

 [HP]: My full name is Harshad Patel.

 [JJ]: Harshadji, where and when were you born?

 [HP]: I born in, Anand, Gujarat, India.

 [JJ]: Gujarat, India. What year was that?

 [HP]: It was, like, 1961. May 2, 1961.

 [JJ]: Wonderful. So tell me a little bit about growing up. What was it like growing up in Anand? Who was in your family, etcetera, etcetera?

 [HP]: Yeah. In Anand City, I was like, when I was like 17, and I started my own business. You know, the platform is like a printing shop, and my brother was managing and I was doing mercenary and typing and printing, those kind of things. I was very succeeding, like you know, in a printing shop. Then I decided to look for more opportunity. I came in the United States. 

 [JJ]: So, Anand, how would you describe Anand?

 [HP]: Anand is a big city. And there was a, it is called Milk City in India. It is Amul Dairy, it is the biggest dairy in India. And also I was printing for the Amul Dairy, too.

 [JJ]: Wow, so Amul Dairy comes from Anand, Gujarat. So you grew up, I imagine, around a lot of milking cows--

 [HP]: Yeah, yeah, most of the buffalo. Most of the buffaloes over there. At that time I was growing, so we have it like, I think, four buffaloes we have it. Two bullock I have it. And--

 [JJ]: Wow. And your family? 

 [HP]: One cow I have it. Yeah.

 [JJ]: Okay. And did your family supply milk or anything to Amul?

 [HP]: Yeah. We were supplying it like there a little, like, collection place.. So every village has its collection place, and they collect the milk over there. And at the night, like 8PM, the turkeys came, with the all can, and they get the milk in a can. And we were to sitting to see much the fat inside the milk, we was always check. And at that time it was manual, everything was going manually.

 [JJ]: Right. Everybody would come there and they would sell milk to Amul.

 [HP]: Sell milk to the Amul, yeah. Also, the people was, like before, we was like, making from the milk yogurt, then the yogurt is sitting for one or two days. Then we was doing, everything making it by the machine. And there was came out, that is called mastar. And the mastar, we collected, and they collected, every two, three days-- 
 [JJ]: Like butter?

 [HP]: --and it came out. Then we boiled that one that this came out like a ghee.

 [JJ]: Oh, so from milk to mastar which is butter to ghee. So a long process, you and your family would do that?

 [HP]: Yeah. We were doing. I was running, it is a manual machine, but it is more efficient machine. Not by, hand. It was, once we make it round and the bottom is going too many things going on inside the bigger can. And we was manually handling by the, charcut. Yeah. So, you know, there was a-- Then after, half an hour or one hour, maybe, this came out, like, a mastar, buttermilk on top. Yeah. So that was the thing.

 [JJ]: And then it later became with machines.

 [HP]: With machine. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. No. We added machine already from the beginning. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. 

 [JJ]: Was Amul being in your town, was that a good thing, or did you feel, like, taken advantage of, or was that a--

 [HP]: Yeah it helped so many people, yeah around, almost like in a village, you know the time I was living in a village there was like 25,000 people. 

 [JJ]: Right, and they were dependent on it.

 [HP]: Yeah, yeah. And if you count it, more than 1,200 families. 1,200 houses in a village, and everybody has one or two buffaloes and one or two cow.

 [JJ]: Since what age have you been working on this?

 [HP]: That time I was little, so I can count it around... I believe, like you know, '68.

 [JJ]: So like 7 years old?

 [HP]: Yeah, 7 years old, 8 years old. Then I realized, I was a very active kid in a village, also we had it, we're growing tobacco. We're growing cotton. We're growing, chicory. Also, we had it, wheat harvesting thresher. And we have land, almost 100 acre.

 [JJ]: So your father was a farmer?

 [HP]: Yeah. My father was a farmer.

 [JJ]: Okay. And so you would help him from a young age, growing up?

 [HP]: Yeah, young age. I go in and take the lunch for whoever all worker working in our farm. So that time, we had it every day, five people per minute. So they came in the morning. We have to treat them tea with tea, with jaggery. And milk.

 [JJ]: These are your father's employees, basically? 

 [HP]: Yeah. My father's. 

 [JJ]: Did you enjoy working in the farm?

 [HP]: Oh, a lot! 

 [JJ]: Oh, really? 

 [HP]: Yeah. I was trying to learn myself everything, you know? So, you know, we was doing so many, so many things. Harvesting, cutting the tobacco. Harvesting the paddy. Harvesting wheat. harvesting yam. 

 [JJ]: Oh, wow. Lot of crops!

 [HP]: Yeah. So, you know, harvesting, Jamun. You know Jamun? 

 [JJ]: Yeah, yeah, yeah. I remember.

 [HP]: Jamun, also, we had it in our farm. Amla. I have it, custard apple. Yeah. So we have it almost, like, eighteen arm tree.

 [JJ]: How big was this farm?

 [HP]: It was almost four, five acres. But everything is-- Surrounding the field, there is a lot of trees over there.

 [JJ]: Right.

 [HP]: So, you know, Jamun, the custard apple, it is natural growth.

 [JJ]: Right.

 [HP]: You know, it's not planted anything. It was, so many, so many years back. Maybe my grandmom, grandparents, grandma. Because my father don't have it. My father lost his father, I believe, five years. He was in five years.

 [JJ]: Very small. How did that happen?

 [HP]: That's I don't know too much history because every time I ask, you know.

 [JJ]: Yeah.

 [HP]: I don't feel very good, you know. So I don't ask him. And I'm the-- I'm the, youngest one, you know, (starts to become emotional). So I was very emotionally attached

 [JJ]: Yeah. I can feel that.

 [HP]: Yeah.

 [JJ]: How was your relationship with your father? How was he, what kind of a man was he? How would you describe him?

 [HP]: He's similar likes me. You know, he's very cooperative with everybody. You know? He, see, not, our family related people. Still my father, my father had one sister. So she had, five daughters and three sons, and my father provide all kinds of foods and everything. You know?

 [JJ]: He was a generous man.

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah. So, you know, and also, as long as I know, you know, there is a first two daughters married. Then we give them contribution. Then thereafter, two more daughters married. Then we give the contribution. And also, I like to stay with my father sister, two years. So, I know, them background too, you know? How they was, and my father's, in-law, how he was, you know? So, you know, I knew them. He's, almost drunk guys.

 [JJ]: Who? 

 [HP]: My father, sister.

 [JJ]: Oh, okay. Okay. Okay.

 [HP]: Yeah. (inaudible)

 [JJ]: Why were you staying with them?

 [HP]: Because I was like, when I was, very young, maybe, 5 years. So my-- I was, I'm not, like, to go in a, in a kindergarten.

 [JJ]: Oh, okay. Yeah. Oh, this was like--

 [HP]: So, you know, I was I was too much attached with my mom and my father. So, you know, my mom always kept me like that way. And when is my father's uncle, he's came, and he grabbed me in his hand, and he's dumping me over there. And then, you know, once the teacher don't know, watch me, I just get away from there and come back at home.

 [JJ]: Oh, so they were keeping an eye on you.

 [HP]: Keeping an eye on me. So, you know, I was keep doing, keep doing, keep doing, like, that's why, that's why, my father, like, father's sister, she was came and-- You know, we call auntie, phui, that's a Gujarati word. 

 [JJ]: Right. Like buah

 [HP]: Buah, buah. So my buah, she took me her home, and we were, five daughters and three sons. So we eight, one more means nine, and then the two more, her older sisters. So that means my cousin. So then they has it, two daughters, I believe. Yeah. Two daughter. They want to live with us too. You know? So that's the way is my, like, in the beginning life was grown.

 [JJ]: Like a joint family?

 [HP]: Joint family. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.

 [JJ]: Was your father, like, strict towards you? Was he, like, lenient? Was he happy? Was he-- How was how would you describe him?

 [HP]: He never strict with me. He was very emotional. You know? He say he don't wanna go. It's fine. But, you his father, my father's uncle said no. Let him dump for the education, and for the-- he learned something. So they pushed me. Because my family, see, my brother, he went in a school, and he went in a college. My other brother, he went to school and college, but I am not thinking. But I love, after the fifth grade. Once I was, like, you know there-- There is in the middle two more years, I stay with my sister in a, a different city. It's called, Navsari, close to the Surat. And thereafter, I, went in Anand city. And it is, we call, that is, I was staying over there in Anand City, it is, we call Kishore Ashram this time. Okay. So it's not ashram, we was paying money for that, living over there, and they buy food, clothes, everything, 

 [JJ]: Like a hostel?

 [HP]: Yeah hostel. 

 [JJ]: Yeah, a boarding school?

 [HP]: Yeah, boarding school. And then thereafter I'm going to school over there, but you know, fifth grade I was okay, and sixth grade I'm not comfortable to stay over there. So
every day, once they drop me in a hostel, then once they drop in the morning, and I know exactly what time the train is going back home, okay? *Jitesh laughs* So I run from the hostel and go in a train, and I go back home.

 [JJ]: They drop you to the hostel, you come back.

 [HP]: Right. And noontime, my big brother, he was at home, he see me because I'm hiding somewhere, but, you know, they can't find it because somebody, tell them, "Hey. He's back home." *Jitesh laughs* So they find me and then, you know, they, put me on a bicycle behind the carrier, and the people who were working in our farm, they know how to run the cycle, how to ride me, and how to run over there, and they drop me again.

 [JJ]: Oh my God!

 [HP]: So next day I don't go in the morning, so I know, in the afternoon what time train or evening train, what time in going back home, so I go over there.

 [JJ]: So you run away in the afternoon now?

 [HP]: Yeah, so I keep doing like that, one month, it was keep happening, every other day, like third day or fourth day, I am doing like that. Then the person who is head in a school, my brother had a good relation with him, so they took me his home, in a city. And behind the hostel, there is, living house. So they kept me over there, four or five days. So he grabbed me to school, and he took me in the school, and he watched me a whole day. But one day, I was, get away from him, and I run away at home. Then, my father and my brother, they kicked me very well.

 [JJ]: Oh my god.

 [HP]: Yeah. They slap me, shout me, you know. You know, you're not, like, going in, like don't like to go into school and everything, you know.

 [JJ]: Why do you think you were running away?

 [HP]: Because I love my parents.

 [JJ]: Oh, and you love the farm environment, you wanted to be there.

 [HP]: Right, right, right. Then I come back in, like, in a sixth grade at the back home. And sixth grade to, tenth grade till eleventh grade, I stay in a school. And I was the, number one kid in whole entire school, in everything. 

 [JJ]: You changed? 

 [HP]: Everything. Yeah. So, no, I had it like a brilliant mind. I don't know any problem, you know, once somebody says something, you know, it's gonna kept it in my mind forever. You know? So most of the time, I have to just, somebody's going to tell me one word, then I figure out what was the happened with me. That's the way it would begin my journey at the home. I know in a village, almost each family. So at that time I had it, were a thousand families, instead of a thousand, I almost, by name, 400 to 500 family. 

 [JJ]: You knew everybody. 

 [HP]: I knew everybody. Everybody knew me because we have we had it, tobacco factory.

 [JJ]: Right.

 [HP]: Also, we have a trasher. We have a tractor that time. And we was, doing cotton things. So we were selling everything. So I have to go and collect everybody's, from everybody's home, money. So I went in the morning, early morning

 [JJ]: Right.

 [HP]: And my father and my brother, they write me, note.

 [JJ]: Oh, like invoice?

 [HP]: Invoice. Right. Right. Right. So, you know, I go over there, and that time they offer me tea. Once I enter, and I say, "(speaks Gujarati)" You know I have to collect the money. "(speaks Gujarati)." He answered me.

 [JJ]: You asked. They ask, "what do you need? Is it money?"

 [HP]: Yeah. So they answered me, "No. I don't know right now. You have to come after like four days or one week or fifteen days and I beg you." I said, "Why are giving me fifteen days to come back?" Then he said, "(speaks Gujarati)" you know. He get me over.

 [JJ]: Like money is coming.

 [HP]: Money is coming. Yeah. Money is-- Then, you have to come back. Then he offer me tea. So almost all auntie, then kids, everybody know me because of that, I have to visit every morning. Somebody's home. And once we sell, tobacco. So we have to collect money from them. So, you know, we have it, big, jar at the home. And that time it was started, plastic money. Because we don't have it that time, like, you know, copper money or like, at that time there was the copper money, but that was steel. They make it from the steel or like aluminum. That was the money, but it was like it disappear. So the dairy, they created plastic money.

 [JJ]: Like a currency? 

 [HP]: Currency. Yeah. 

 [JJ]: Okay. Interesting. So you collect that currency?

 [HP]: Yeah. We collect that currency. We kept it in a big jar because we have it every day in and out, in and out, in and out. People came at the home and, you know, my sister sells, my other elder sister, she sells. So, you know, we collecting money, and we have it handful, like, full money in our pocket all the time.

 [JJ]: Does it look like? Is it a coin? Is it a-- 

 [HP]: Yeah. It's a coin. 

 [JJ]: Coin. Plastic coin.

 [HP]: Exactly. Plastic coin. Just like that. And--

 [JJ]: And how much one--

 [HP]: And there's a-- They're writing on that top of the coin, 20 cents. 50 cents. 

 [JJ]: Wow. Wow. Much did one coin represent in rupees?

 [HP]: At that time, I believe it's, you know, dollar equal, like, you know, 3 or 5 rupees. 

 [JJ]: Wow. Okay. 

 [HP]: At that time I was doing-- because of the-- we only, too much money in 1972, in cotton. Because of the-- We grew up, like, in a cotton. We have a special farm. So grew the cotton seeds. And we have that time, we had it, like, in almost, in every day, almost, 60 to 70 people working in our farm. 

 [JJ]: Wow. Big operation.

 [HP]: So that time, we was we was paying, like, 3 rupees in the morning and 3 rupees afternoon. All day, 6 rupees, payroll.

 [JJ]: Yeah. Daily wages.

 [HP]: Daily wages. Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. So we, we earned at that time too much money. So, you know, and that time, the gold was, 160 rupees per 10 gram.

 [JJ]: Wow. Yeah. You accumulated some gold at that time?

 [HP]: Yeah, my father, because I have a two more, like an older sister than me. One of them younger. One of the oldest one, she was married at that time, you know. So my brother was married, then my other brother was married. I'm the youngest one in the family, then thereafter and thereafter one sister.

 [JJ]: So how many siblings is that?

 [HP]: Like five. 

 [JJ]: Five. So two sisters, three brothers.

 [HP]: Two sisters, three brothers. No. Two brothers and three sisters.

 [JJ]: And you are the youngest?

 [HP]: I am the youngest one in my family.

 [JJ]: How was your relationship with your brothers and sisters?

 [HP]: My elder sister, she was came over here in my son's wedding. I specially invited her.

 [JJ]: Yeah.

 [HP]: Yeah. So, you know, she was over here, and my all, all related. See, the oldest sister's son, he was, similar, like is, younger than me, three years.

 [JJ]: Okay.

 [HP]: And the other one is, ten years. So I'm the, the time I was born, that history was closing on my side, and beginning on other side. You know? So my, old sister's one son, is in Canada. I supported them when I was in the United States. They needed a sponsorship, and funding for the college. So I sponsored them. Then another son, my older sister's son, he is right now in the UK, and I funded him too.

 [JJ]: You're just like your father. He used to fund other people's weddings--

 [HP]: Yeah, yeah. See, my father gave me a tip when I was back home in 1999, and I just asked him on the airport, because I'm coming back home, back to the USA, and I just asked him, "Tell me, what is your--" 

 [JJ]: Advice. 

 [HP]: "If you have to tell me something." Yesterday, my son asked me the same thing. "Anything else I can do for you?" He is doing finance, IT, software, everything. He just left today India and living in Colorado.

 [JJ]: Oh, okay.

 [HP]: So he just asked me yesterday night just. So I was, in our history, it's came. That's the kind, like, you know--

 [JJ]: It's a cycle.

 [HP]: Cycle. Yeah. Yeah. So, my, oldest brother, he's living in India right now.

 [JJ]: Okay.

 [HP]: He was here, almost, like, fifteen years ago. His son was living with me, he lived almost twelve years with me. I brought him up as my kid because his mom was passed in '76. At that time he was 10 years, I believe.

 [JJ]: You were so young that your siblings' children were mostly your age.

 [HP]: Yeah, Yeah. Close to me. Most of them are close to me. So, you know, I brought him over here. He passed away in '13. The business is, this Indian grocery business, I build up for him. And survive my family back home, so I was importing the product, all Indian products, I was importing from India. And I support them almost, like you know, my older brother, he, send me three container. Then the other brother, he send me two container. Then thereafter, you know, I did not comfortable, because of-- It was, like, in the beginning. And it's, around, in '99, 2003. Then I went to the, you know, big distributor. Because of the-- They are not, educated, what we need in the United States.

 [JJ]: Sure. Yeah.

 [HP]: Okay. But that time, it wasn't that much strict, you know, USDA and FDA. Now it's a very strict in everything. So, you know, thereafter I import from the other distributor, and thereafter, I import from the other distributor too. So my second brother, his daughter, I made her married, and I gave her, we call 100 tola. I don't know how you say it. 100. It's, 30 at that time, it was like--

 [JJ]: One tola is ten grams.

 [HP]: Ten gram. Right. Right. Right. So 100.

 [JJ]: Okay. Wow. Yeah. 

 [HP]: Yeah. You know, in around, 2,000. Yeah. And I let her married, you know, American people. They are from the India. Which, you know, I offer it from here. I say, "Okay. I give it to you money. You can purchase, and you can do like that." You know, so they sees, almost, she got it over here almost, twenty years.

 [JJ]: Oh, so you have family here too?

 [HP]: Yeah. So she is, you know, over there. And, also, my older brother, second before me. His one son, he's living in, like, in Africa.
 [JJ]: Okay international family.

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah. So he's-- I went in Africa. That time, I offered him, "Instead of you working for somebody, I can, give you opportunity to--". One of my in-laws, he's right now living over here, but his shop's over there, you know, like in a different town. So, you know, I told my in-law, I said, it to him, "This shop, and whatever money, he don't pay, I pay." So he gave him shop, he was established. He also came in my son's wedding too. So that was what happened, you know? 

 [JJ]: Yeah. Was the relationship with your mom? What was your mom like?

 [HP]: Mom, she's passed away, but, you know, she is very innocent. Oh, unbelievably innocent. You know, if you-- Something you wanna take from me. And if you say in a very emotional word, my father, my mom, both give away. 

 [JJ]: Like, you manipulated them? *laughs*

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah. But they are strict with us because once they know, they slap us. Yeah. But if somebody cheats them, they give up. They never say it. Because of my, it's, my mom's sister, we call Masi. Right? So she is between my house, and there is one more house, and there is the other house. So she had five daughter and son. Almost as long as I know, my father survived them, because of my Masi's husband, wedding twice. So one of them is living downstairs and my Masi is living upstairs.

 [JJ]: Oh, really? 

 [HP]: Yeah. So they're always fighting. 

 [JJ]: Oh, yeah. 

 [HP]: Yeah. My Maasi, she came every day in the morning. She get the, like, know, whatever she need, food or something like that, or, buttermilk or, ghee or, any grain, something like that. And my father was, farming for them, like little land. So we tried to survive them, you know? And that's all of them. Those families I have a good relation too. I went in Paris, because he's living in Paris, I went almost full time in the Paris. And he took me every time everywhere in the Paris.

 [JJ]: Yeah. It sounds like your father, your family ran a lot of families, helped run a lot of families. 

 [HP]: Yeah. 

 [JJ]: And it sounds like now you're welcome in so many different parts of the world because of that. 

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah.

 [JJ]: Yeah. So tell me what happened. So you grew up, worked in the farm, ran away from school, went back to school, were a good child. Like, it sounds like you your schooling went well. What happened after that? Did you go to college? Did you work?

 [HP]: Yeah. I go in a first-grade college. You know, I was, passed with the science subject. Math, very math, very powerful, and science very powerful. My thing, it was applying my son. He is a principal in Evanston High School right now. He's a 32 years old.

 [JJ]: Oh, wow. Yeah. Your son is a principal at Evanston High School, you said? 

 [HP]: Yeah. 

 [JJ]: Oh, wow. That's wonderful. That's young also for principal.

 [HP]: Yeah. So it was same thing applied from me. But I was, like, very (inaudible). I'm not comfortable with the-- Because of the-- In that time, we was passed almost, 49 people--49 kids--we was passed only 15 people. And eight of them were math and science, and the same one in other subject. You know? And all seven, they are in the same one college. I'm the only in a different college.

 [JJ]: Got it.

 [HP]: Okay? So there is a, like, the system like that. The time, the subject is changed. We have to change the class.

 [JJ]: Okay. Yeah.

 [HP]: And I'm used to with the, you know, same class, you know, like, in a school.

 [JJ]: I see.

 [HP]: So that school has, different. That college has a different approach. So I cannot figure out what to do, what to do, what to do. Then I quit the college.

 [JJ]: Okay. And it sounds like you were also-- Even though you were intelligent and smart, it sounds like you were restless, and you didn't want to stay in one place.

 [HP]: Right. Right.

 [JJ]: So is that when you started the printing business at 17?

 [HP]: No. Thereafter, you know, one year I stayed at home. And my father decide to, they have to put me in a, IIT. ITA--ITA, sorry, sorry. Yeah. So they put me in a printing subject business. So I went over there, I learned one year, then I got the government certificate. 

 [JJ]: Oh, wonderful.

 [HP]: Yeah. And we start business. Thereafter over there.

 [JJ]: You and your brother?

 [HP]: Right.

 [JJ]: So young at 17 to start a business.

 [HP]: 17. Yeah. 17. Yeah. Because of, I passed, you know, 17. And we just started business.

 [JJ]: And how did that go?

 [HP]: That was going, like, now I was making fortune. I was earning, like, 6,000 - 7,000 rupees a month.

 [JJ]: Back then, that's a big amount.

 [HP]: That time, yeah, yeah, yeah, 6 to 7,000 equal to, 3 or 4 rupees per (inaudible)

 [JJ]: So, how long did that business last and what happened to that business?

 [HP]: See, thereafter, brother's wife, the eldest brother's wife, she passed away. And my brother living in a city, and whatever we earning, he's always-- He don't give me anything. Okay? And he spend money whatever way he like it. And one day it was happened like this. My cycle was punctured. And he was he has a scooter. Yeah. Bajaj.

 [JJ]: Yeah. Like, motor scooter. Yeah.

 [HP]: Yeah. Bajaj. You know? And he just, almost every day I open, 8:00, the printing shop. And he came always, noon. Twelve noon. And the time before he was leaving, like, close to the shop. And after he bought the-- No. He had a scooter from the beginning, but, I was driving the, like, bicycle. Cycle. And the deep puncture was there, and I didn't ask him key. He just put it under, table, and he went in the shop. And I get that key, and I went for the lunch at home. And once I come back, he said, "You never has to be touch my scooter." I said, "Okay." Then my mind was very upset. I said, to whom I'm doing this?

 [JJ]: Yeah.

 [HP]: I am working, I am feeding them, I'm not married. You know, why I have to, do like that? Then my, Bua's daughter, I was very attached to her. So she came, okay? And that time I just gave him a key in her hand. I said, "Why are doing like with me? Like that?" I said, I'm not going to stay over here with him. Either I stay home and do farming, or either I go away from here.

 [JJ]: You felt taken advantage of.

 [HP]: Right. So I am not going to run this shop anymore. I am not going to run this business anymore. 

 [JJ]: Wow. I am impressed you stood up for yourself.

 [HP]: Right. Yeah. So, you know, I start searching, searching, searching, and I had a certificate. So that time there was a, you know, in a newspaper, I read the, the big conference over here in the United States in McCormick Place.

 [JJ]: Right. 

 [HP]: In Chicago.

 [JJ]: Okay. And McCormick Place in Chicago?

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah. So printing conference. That time, mercenary was, like, an offset and new technology. Before the, the fax machine was came or copy machine was came.

 [JJ]: Right. This was the '80s. 

 [HP]: Right. Before that. 

 [JJ]: Oh, in the '70s?

 [HP]: No. It's around like that.

 [JJ]: Around, '70s.

 [HP]: Around like that. So, you know, I came over. I came over here, New York. 

 [JJ]: When did you come here? 

 [HP]: New York. I came. One time I came and I go back. Second time I came and I go back. No. Second time I came, I will stay over here.

 [JJ]: Oh!

 [HP]: I said, no. I don't wanna go back now anymore. 

 [JJ]: When did first come to New York?

 [HP]: Almost, around, like, in '84, '84, something like that. And I come back in '87 again.

 [JJ]: Okay. For good? Like, then you settled.

 [HP]: Yeah. Then, you know, I-- New York, then somebody took me. Then I came into Chicago, then I went, you know, conference. Then, like, you know-- But I don't have money. What I'm gonna do? I have a six-month visa. And the people to whom I live with them, they kicked me out. 

 [JJ]: Oh, boy. Like an Indian family you lived with?

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah. They all grew with me in India, back home. My land and them, in a factory. Close.

 [JJ]: So you knew them from India, and they lived in Chicago?

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. They said, "Okay. Come at my place." Then, you know, I called on my uncle, because of my father's best friend.

 [JJ]: Yeah.

 [HP]: Yeah. He's a very close relative.

 [JJ]: Why did they kick you out?

 [HP]: They don't wanna-- because I don't have money. I just, met them, two months-- one month ago. Not even one month, three, four, four weeks. But her to whom I came, older sister, I have a very close relation with them, from India. Were printing ship material. I went in Ahmedabad, to buy. I visit them all the time. So, you know and once they came in the United States, same thing what happened with me, they had happened with them too. 

 [JJ]: Really? 

 [HP]: They came with, two kids. Yeah. So in the beginning, they called me, and they they, emotionally, I heard them noise, voice. So I thought they are in trouble. I said what is wrong? That time I was established a business.

 [JJ]: Okay, you did not have an established business?

 [HP]: No, that time I was established in a business, you know my life.

 [JJ]: Right, where was that business?

 [HP]: I started in '89 without money.

 [JJ]: Here in Chicago?

 [HP]: Yeah.

 [JJ]: Oh, what business was that?

 [HP]: There was a liquor store. It's on San Francisco and Irving Park.

 [JJ]: In Chicago? 

 [HP]: Chicago. 

 [JJ]: Oh, wonderful. Okay. 1989. What made you transition from printing to liquor store? 

 [HP]: Because of the -- I don't have money to go in a college. I went in a college. 

 [JJ]: Right. Here? 

 [HP]: Yeah. In 63rd and-- It's called ITI printing shop.

 [JJ]: Oh, the college is here? 

 [HP]: Yeah. 

 [JJ]: Okay. Okay.

 [HP]: Yeah. I tried to go there, but I don't have money. How I'm gonna study without money? So I was working in a shop thereafter, retail, quick stop. 

 [JJ]: Like a gas station? 

 [JJ]: No, no, it is 7/11 kind store.

 [JJ]: A convenience store.

 [HP]: Convenience store. And I would like reading the whole newspaper, that time it was a newspaper, most. So the person who working with me, he said, "What are you looking in?" I said, "I'm looking business." But I told him, "I don't have money. I can borrow from you; I pay you interest." I told him. So he said, "Start searching." I start searching. Then thereafter, he turned around. "No. I don't have it." That time it was, like, in $150,000. 

 [JJ]: Okay, for--?

 [HP]: The Business. 

 [JJ]: Okay. 

 [HP]: It is with the building.

 [JJ]: Oh, the investment of it.

 [HP]: Yeah. So we get the loan from the bank. Dion Bank.

 [JJ]: Oh, wow.

 [HP]: Yeah. But it wasn't on my name. I'm in a corporation.

 [JJ]: Oh, it was in your name, the loan?

 [HP]: No. No. It wasn't on my name because I don't have money. That time, I had eight friends or actually twelve friends. Eight friends. The one of them gave me a $100. One of them gave $500. One of gave $300. One of my older brother's friends' brother, we know from them India, and they are living in Baltimore. And I call him. I said, "I need money."  He said, "I'll give it to you. $12,000. But I'm gonna charge you one and a half percent, which is 36%."

 [JJ]: Oh my god.

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah. So I said, "Okay. Give it to me." He said, "How are gonna pay?" I said, "I'll be sending you check." 

 [JJ]: So you just collected money from people.

 [HP]: Right. Right. So, you know, he gave me the, $12,000. And I was, after the, two, three months, I called him. I say, "I have it, $1,200 salary, a month. Tell me, I have to pay $500 rent, $200 grocery, $100 for the utility. So I have $800. I have $400 left. You can tell me how much I have to pay." He said, "You can pay $400. Send made the whole check." I sent him.

 [JJ]: Okay. So every month you were paying him back?

 [HP]: I pay him. The people who gave me, like, a $50, $100, $50, $100, $200, I gave them, like, know, whatever is left from the $200 worth of grocery. I gave them, like, $25.

 [JJ]: Change. 

 [HP]: Yeah. Really? $50. Like that.

 [JJ]: Wow.

 [HP]: Yeah.

 [JJ]: So you were working a job and running a business?

 [HP]: No. No. I'm just running a business. And that that time the salary is $1,200 per month.

 [JJ]: Oh, like salary in the sense that's what you make?

 [HP]: Right.

 [JJ]: Okay. Got it.

 [HP]: Yeah.

 [JJ]: Because you were the owner of the business.

 [HP]: Yeah.

 [JJ]: Right.

 [HP]: No. I am the part of the owner of the business.

 [JJ]: You're part owner. Got it. 

 [HP]: Yeah. Then after the three months, I ask him, "Hey. Where is my partnership?" Money. Because I have to pay some--

 [JJ]: Yeah, profit share.

 [HP]: Yeah. So they give me the corporation paper. I told them, I didn't sign the corporation paper.

 [JJ]: Oh, boy.

 [HP]: Who signed for me? The meantime, the partner who does not know me very well. Okay? So my, partner, like an in-law. He had a business on Ashland. Ashland Avenue, and you know, I forgot the street name. And that there that was the place, before we start the business, he don't know how to run the lottery machine. And I was going over there to teach him how to run the lottery machine. And from my hand, there was that store, somebody won $26,000,000 lottery. 

 [JJ]: Oh, wow! 

 [HP]: Even I help him.

 [JJ]: Yeah. That's crazy.

 [HP]: I work for him. It's my own petrol. I don't have enough money. One time I went for the $2 gas. Only $2. That time, like, gasoline price $1, something like that. So I put the two gallon in my car. That I know too.

 [JJ]: So you were struggling to, like, pay people back. 

 [HP]: Yeah. 

 [JJ]: And I didn't understand about the corporation. Like, did you get cheated in your business? 

 [HP]: Yeah, yeah. 

 [JJ]: Oh my god. So sorry.

 [HP]: Cheated from the-- Like, you know, on the Devon Avenue?

 [JJ]: Yeah. 

 [HP]: He's-- I forgot his name, but he made a corporation.  And if I was turned around, everybody got in trouble. Because they signed.

 [JJ]: The contract?

 [HP]: Yeah. So, you know, thereafter, like, after four months, I say, "I'm not gonna stay with you anymore." Because of the (inaudible). "You not give me the two months salary." Two months salary, he gave me only for from four months.

 [JJ]: It's like the same with your brother all over again.

 [HP]: Yeah. 

 [JJ]: Like, being taken advantage of.

 [HP]: Right. So, you know, I-- At that time, I was married with her.

 [JJ]: Okay. So you came here and got married with your wife?

 [HP]: Yeah. I married with her in 1991 in a--

 [JJ]: Where did you meet her?

 [HP]: We just like an arranged marriage.

 [JJ]: Oh, okay. So she came with you when you came here?

 [HP]: No. No. No. 

 [JJ]: Separately. 

 [HP]: She came from the, like in Africa. So, you know--

 [JJ]: Oh she was in Africa?

 [HP]: Yeah. She came India to Africa, Africa to over here.

 [JJ]: Oh, gotcha. She-- that was just a layover.

 [HP]: Yeah. So, you know, then we married in 1991. At that time was, not much money on our hand. Okay? So then my in-law, after, after I married, I say, "I'm in a trouble like this kind." Also, doing my work before, like with people. I take the advice, too. You know? They are-- We know each other, family to family, family to family like that, you know? From India. So, you know, they say, "Okay. Just get away from there. Because they're not gonna, let you grow now over there.  Because of the-- We had a rumor, we get the--  Somebody gave us, feedback from them too. So they're not gonna, let you go."

 [JJ]: Okay. So you left the liquor shop?

 [HP]: Liquor shop. Yeah. 

 [JJ]: Then what did you next?

 [HP]: I  went in a like, I bought the convenient mart.

 [JJ]: Oh, was it this store that we are sitting at? 

 [HP]: No. 

 [JJ]: No? What was that?

 [HP]: It is Ridgeland and Ashland. Oh, Ridgeland-- Sorry. Ridgeland and Harrison. 

 [JJ]: What year was it?

 [HP]: It was, in '91.

 [JJ]: '91, you started your first convenience store. What was it named?

 [HP]: Oh, Convenient.

 [JJ]: What was the, what was the name of the store?

 [HP]: Convenient.

 [JJ]: Oh, that that was the name of store? 

 [HP]: That's the name! *both laugh*

 [JJ]: A convenience store is called Convenient.

 [HP]: No. Convenient food! Yeah, that's what it was.

 [JJ]: Oh that's very convenient. 

 [HP]: Convenient, convenient food. Yeah? 

 [JJ]: Okay convenient food.

 [HP]: Yeah, yeah.

 [JJ]: Wonderful. And it's like a 7/11 kind of a--?

 [HP]: Yes, exactly same, nothing different. At that time 7/11, might have invented, 24-, always open those kinds of stores know? And the time we were running convenience store, there is a, Jewel, they close 5:00 p.m. Dominick's, they close 5:00 p.m.

 [JJ]: Right.

 [HP]: All supermarket, they close 5:00 p.m. And we don't till 10:00 p.m., 11:00 p.m. So after the five hours, 5 o'clock business, we earn most money from there. And there is a profitable things, you know. So that time you see, so rice is coming, you know, 25¢, we sell, you know, 75¢. So there is a lot of profit.

 [JJ]: Oh, so because other stores were closing at 5 p.m. You got all the business from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. And you charge people extra because--

 [HP]: No. No. No extra. That's a whole day, same. Like, but the earning is big time.

 [JJ]: Yeah. That's very profitable 

 [HP]: There is a big time earning, you know? So, you know, if it's a soda right now, it's they give you, you know, 90¢. And they try to let you sell, you know, $1.00.

 [JJ]: Oh, the margin was--

 [HP]: Margin was, like, huge at that time. Because of the everybody's-- In the United States, I've seen the margin was dropping after the, almost 2000.

 [JJ]: Okay. So until 2000, the margin was better.

 [HP]: Margin was very good. You know, say, motor business. Margin was huge before. 

 [JJ]:Really? 

 [HP]: Now nothing. 

 [JJ]: Really? 

 [HP]: Not too much. But, you know, they earn from the, you know, whatever they, paid in, like, fifteen or twenty years or thirty years. And whatever the property buildup, you know, their margin.

 [JJ]: Yeah. So, in the beginning, it sounds like because you started in 1991, in the beginning, it was very profitable, that store.

 [HP]: Yeah. So I sold it in 2000. 

 [JJ]: Why did you sell that? 

 [JJ]: Because we're not making profit.

 [JJ]: Oh, who did you sell to? Another retailer?

 [HP]: Another retailer. I financed him. I took the $160,000. I sold it. I took the $80,000, his cousin's house in a (inaudible). Yeah. So he has to be paid every month, $1,000, $2,000. Whatever it was left, from $60,000, you know.

 [JJ]: So now you are in the position to loan other people.

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah.

 [JJ]: Yeah. That's wonderful.

 [HP]: Yeah. That time, I loan, to whom like, know, all friends. I little bit like, know, strong because the guy earning, and I'm had get the profit from the business, because we was five partners. And from five partners, one partner was cheating. Me and him had the safe key. And one day I lost a $100 scratching book

 [JJ]: The convenience store?

 [HP]: Yeah. Lottery book. I said, "We both have a key. Third of no one had a key. So why the book is short inside? Either you keep this key or either I keep it." He said, "I don't wanna work with you." I said, "I'll be calling every partner." I inform every partner, "this can happen. I told him. He don't wanna work now anymore." 

 [JJ]: Okay. So Convenient Food was, like, five partners total.

 [HP]: Yeah. So now we come in at four partners.

 [JJ]: Got it.

 [HP]: But, you know, the fifth partner money, we have to pay. I have to again borrow money in the beginning. So two partners said, "We pay him. Don't worry. You pay us every month, we're not gonna charge you the interest." Because I earn from them. But not that things. They know me very well, how hard I'm working. Because of what they observe me almost like now two, three months in the beginning. Okay? And after that, I provided them profit. I provided them profit. After five years, I told them, "Now the payroll is increased, the tax increase, the profit margin cut it off, we are not making enough money."

 [JJ]: So you sold it off?

 [HP]: Yeah. Till I sold the business, I wasn't an official partner inside. Not on the paper. But, you know, see, what was happen? When was the closing? No one wanna come as a partner.  They gave me, like, the power of attorney. I distribute everybody's money. I distribute every, like, in a booklet. Bookwork, still I am holding.

 [JJ]: You closed it.

 [HP]: Yeah. Those book, still I have it in my home. Copy.

 [JJ]: Yeah. Wonderful.

 [HP]: Yeah. So, you know, one day, one more partner, he made me comments. I said, "Whenever you have time, you came at my home. Or you can tell me, I can text you." No at the time, no text. That time, no email system. You cannot direct email from photo to, like, that.

 [JJ]: Right. You had to scan

 [HP]: You have to scan it and email

 [JJ]: Yeah.

 [HP]: I say, "I have it only. You can come at the home, or I can scan it. And I can send it." So thereafter, he never word anything. Yeah. So he is my relative. Those other partner, no relative, no question, never question. They always say, "Okay. Whatever you give us, you just give us. I trust you." Because I put it everything on a piece of the paper. Every day sales, whatever, check where went, whatever the end of the month, what we had each. And I put it in everybody's full portion, and I write the check.

 [JJ]: Yeah, so what happened after you sold the store in 2000? What did you do next?

 [HP]: Once I sold the store in 2000, before the 2000, I have 1997 this store.

 [JJ]: Oh, you started this store while you have were working on another store?

 [HP]: Yeah. 1997, I started this store. In 2000, I started importing.

 [JJ]: So this store, was it with partnership or just you?

 [HP]: No. Just me. I-- this store, I build up for my nephew.

 [JJ]: Oh, right.

 [HP]: So my nephew survived, my India back home family, survived. They can start, sending me export. I can import. I pay them money. You know, I pay them advance money. You know? So I bring it, and I have to, survive my, nephew too. Because I grow him as of my kid. You know, that was that's the way it was beginning. Thereafter I purchased with my, another in-law, Subway Sandwich. Subway Sandwich, I am not running over there. But I went couple time over there, and it was after 5:00 p.m., and he was working before 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., but he wasn't there. The two people was working over there. I asked him, "Where is the boss?" They didn't know. I'm the partner.

 [JJ]: Oh, okay.

 [HP]: And they know as of, our case, Indian, those was the Indian guys. I say, "How long it was going on like this?" What time he left? 5:00 p.m. I just called the partner. I said, "What's going on?" He said, "There is too much traffic." I said, "5 o'clock, there is too much traffic. If you get out 7:00 o'clock, if you're on a 63rd and Ashland, if you get out on 90-94, come at the home, that that time, there's too much traffic."

 [JJ]: What was happening at the store?

 [HP]: Sold, in four months.

 [JJ]: Okay. So that wasn't working?

 [HP]: No. He had it in his mind. "All money is mine. Everything is mine." On his name, half portion, I'm willing to co-sign for him. Okay? And before that, when he wanna purchase the home, I gave him money. I'm a collateral.

 [JJ]: Yeah. Sounds like you were dealing with a lot of people who are cheating you

 [HP]: Right. I have it all memory box at home. My son, one day, we was distributing all people. I say, "You know, son, I have this kind of matter." You know? I gave him, little hint in every portion. So, you know, I kept it all checked, every all evidence. Still, I have it on my hand. Just In a box one memory box. I said that day, you know, I'm thinking I'm little bit, off from the old work, and if I have time, I'd be right there my history, so it is help somebody else.

 [JJ]: Yeah. Yeah. Absolutely, because you came and you established yourself, so we need to learn from, you know, the lessons. So tell me how the-- When did you-- So you work here now. You run the store. And have you always run the store? How did you make Shital?

 [HP]: No. No. No. In a-- After 2000, we purchased this building in 2006. Okay? And my nephew was passed in 2013. So I applied for my nephew, green card. He got the green card. Before he was, passed away, there was a five-month work left in the citizenship. So one day he was, like, frustrated on me. And he wanna quit me. I said, he's fine with me. So he was coming part time. And the time he was, quit me, that time, my both son, going in a college. And I spent all money behind my all family member. Marriage and everything, like, when they need it, everything, you know. And one more thing, when I was sold my Convenient, I had it--like money. So, it was sitting in my bank. 

And one of my family members, not my family member, but relative family member, wanted money to borrow. They said, give me for fifteen days. That was like a $100,000. They took me one and a half years to give me back $5,000, $10,000, $5,000, $10,000. After I sold that fund, I had this business. Okay. I had that $100,000 over there. Okay?

I wanna go in a motor business. I went everywhere. I had two contracts. One on contract, almost $20,000. I was, like, going to loss, because the I gave the earnest money. Okay. And the reason I get that money back because, the motor owner, actual owner, he just passed away. And I called broker. I don't want buy the motor. And the person who was actual owner, his father said, give to him back. Otherwise, the money was gone because the $100,000 was holding. I just said, those are money I have to put, but, like, you know, business.

 [JJ]: Yeah. So hearing, like, you were, like, into many, many different businesses at the same time.

 [HP]: Yeah. I was in a real estate too. I was buying, building--

 [JJ]: Hotels?

 [HP]: Like, the no. Buying like, the houses.

 [JJ]: Oh, okay. Okay. Real estate.

 [HP]: And making, renovation. Flip the houses. You know? 
 [JJ]: Right.

 [HP]: And I had it, I done it, three partners.

 [JJ]: Yeah. But this stood the test of time. Shital Grocery is still running. What is life like as a grocery store owner, somebody who works in a grocery store? What is life like for you? 

 [HP]: Now is, retail is little bit tough. If you have it, like, a huge, huge, huge, supermarket, and you were in good area, there is a lot of apartment building. Like, the people coming in and out. You cannot, survive in a rich neighborhood. That was what happened with me in Franklin Park, too. That time, when I was looking in a business in the beginning. And on the 25th Street, we went for the one business, and it is like in a rich neighborhood. And there is a, once you get out on the 25th, to Irving Park Road, there is one more supermarket too. So we decided not to buy the interior. Because once you have it in a rich neighborhood-- Also, there is no family, too many family, then it's hard to survive in, like, in a small business. Because this is my own building, that's why I'm surviving.  Other than that, you know, there's no profit. Not too much profit than before. 

 [JJ]: Totally, totally.

 [JJ]: Yeah, and I'm, like, interested in your life story as well. We talked a lot about business. But just in general, like, what is life in America like for you? Do you like it here, or do you sometimes think about going back home? Like, you stayed here for--

 [HP]: Forty years.

 [JJ]: You have forty years now. So what made you stay?

 [HP]: No. Now I'm after the 65. Next year, I'm turning 65.
 [JJ]: Right. 

 [JJ]: Right? Yeah. So I'm thinking. I always tell my son too, and my son asked me too, you know. "Dad, if you pass away in India, then it's okay. If you pass away in the United States, what do we have to do with your ash?"

 [JJ]: Yeah.

 [HP]: I say, if you're able to do it, go Haridwar. If you're not, just, you know, search in a Google, find who take my ash, tell them to dump all that. That's the my things. I'm thinking, because I have it, in India still in a farm, in a farm, there is a, I made up, like, a little house over there. Also, my, father's old house. I have it, I did not, renew it or anything, you know. I'm not feeling to sell either. Until I told my kid too, "I'm not gonna sell that until I'm not here."

 [JJ]: So you have, like, an emotional attachment to the house. 

 [HP]: Yeah. 

 [JJ]: Yeah. That makes sense.

 [HP]: So I'm not, you know, if we-- If you forgot, just forgot. Because right now, it's
worth, 25 lakh rupees. But still don't wanna sell. No.

 [JJ]: So you had a house there. You had family there, but you continued to stay here for forty years

 [HP]: Yeah.

 [JJ]: What made you, like, not quit and go back? What made you stay in America? Was it welcoming? Was it a good experience here?

 [HP]: Oh, it's a very good environment. No much, too much tick tick. I don't have problem in India too. Because I always like to-- If you're sitting over here, if you're not uncomfortable. I can watch you. You know? 

 [JJ]: Right. 

 [JJ]: I know, you know, what is I have to make it for you.

 [JJ]: Yeah.

 [HP]: You know? So that's my things apply same thing in India too.

 [JJ]: You're a caretaker.

 [HP]: Right. Right. Right. So, you know, I like, you if I see, like, I'm serving in this temple. Wheeling Swaminarayan temple. I'm in the, like, in a board. Okay. But I just-- I don't-- People know me. They know I'm in a board. I always tell them, if it's comfortable, I'll be working with you. If it's not comfortable, if you take it, if you put it, gun on my shoulder and fire, no. If you needed help, I can help you. Okay? But advantage, not gonna let you take.

 [JJ]: So it sounded like you got a lot of independence here. That's why you continued to stay.

 [HP]: Yeah.

 [JJ]: But at any point, have you thought about going back to India, or do you want to continue living in America?

 [HP]: Sometime, I feel. But I'm thinking how many years I have left, one thing. The second thing, I was thinking, I researched so many places, if I have an opportunity, I can make it like gotham over here. 

 [JJ]: What's that? 

 [HP]: Cow, cow, like you know? 

 [JJ]: Oh, like a cow shed? 

 [HP]: Yeah

 [JJ]: Okay, okay, okay. 

 [HP]: Like those kinds of things. And also, I wanna do, more voluntary if I'm not able-- if I don't, like, make it together something, you know. I wanna go to the volunteer, to whom need it at least, you know? 

 [JJ]: Yeah. 

 [HP]: So I wanna go over there and like to help them. Whatever way, you know, it's like money wise, like--

 [JJ]: In India you mean?

 [HP]: -- same thing, I want to do it, like, back home too.

 [JJ]: Yeah. 

 [HP]: Yeah. So I'm also thinking about researching diabetic medicine, nature.

 [JJ]: You want do all of that here or in India?

 [HP]: No, I just spoke with somebody in the morning too, you know. If somebody they understand what I am talking. Then we sit down together and we talk and, you know, let we, experiment the people who trust us. And everything nature, not no artificial, no, any antibiotic or something is going to be new. Everything is in nature. 

 [JJ]: Right. You're passionate about that.

 [HP]: Right. So, you know, if it's working them body, if they give us feedback in a fifteen days, then we go further and further. And do the-- Then give to whom need it, really. We give them free. That's my, like, you know--

 [JJ]: Like a charity work you wanna get involved in?

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah.

 [JJ]: That makes sense.

 [HP]: So, you know, then then I'm not gonna do it, only my way. My only myself. I wanna, like, involve so many people.

 [JJ]: You'll serve others.

 [HP]: Right. Right. Right. They, either they funded there, they work with there. They try to create something in that things. You know? So that's why I'm thinking for the diabetic. Because I'm the one of the victim since 2000.

 [JJ]: Of diabetes? 

 [HP]: Right. Till now, I'm just taking, like, the nature, everything nature.

 [JJ]: Oh, you're not taking any medicines for it?

 [HP]: No medicine. No American medicine at all. 

 [JJ]: Really? Okay. 

 [HP]: No American medicine. I'm controlling myself is very bad. Because every year, so I just go for the blood test. I don't have any other kind of medicine. So I go for the blood test, and I ask doctor, "Give me the copy." So I compare. And, also, in our family, there is a family doctor. Family doctor, also doctor over there too, family. So, you know, I talk with them sometimes. I say, "I'll send you picture. If you have time, just, you know, call me. What is the change in my body?" Yeah.

 [JJ]: What else has kept you here? Like, what was social life like? What did do you have friends here? Do you have community here you're involved in?

 [HP]: Yeah. Wheeling Swaminarayan Temple.

 [JJ]: Oh, the temple community you're involved in?

 [HP]: Yeah. Almost thousand people know me very well. 

 [JJ]: And your wife, the same network? She's in there?

 [HP]: No. No. She's totally different.

 [JJ]: How-- Why? How come, like, your wife continue to live here, stay here, in the sense that what was the motivation for her? How is she taking to life in America?

 [HP]: Her whole entire family is here.

 [JJ]: Oh, really? Your in-laws are here?

 [HP]: Four sisters. Two are living over here. One of them living with me.

 [JJ]: How did that happen?

 [HP]: That's why everybody's once they came in the United States, close by close.

 [JJ]: Oh, you sponsored them?

 [HP]: No. No. Not me. Not everyone.

 [JJ]: Oh, they just, started to come?

 [HP]: No. No. No. No. No. They came from the one of older sister. They came on them, everybody's. Yeah, so you know, that's the way whole family. His brother is over here--

 [JJ]: Oh, so they just wanted to stay close?

 [HP]: Yeah. So you know everybody's around here, so you know that's the way she don't need to be too much social, because all sisters are around here, all brother is around here. 

 [JJ]: Yeah her family's here.

 [HP]: Yeah. Also, I was very attached with them too. You know, whenever they needed something, I hardly, I go them home. Maybe if I have to take that lunch or dinner or something like that, I go them home. You know? They came at our place. We sit down together. We talk together. 

 [JJ]: Wonderful. 

 [JJ]: I'm comfortable with everybody's.

 [JJ]: That's nice.

 [HP]: There is nothing. Like, they're not gonna take over from me. I'm not gonna give-- Whatever help they needed, we give them.

 [JJ]: Yeah. It sounds like a nice community for-- 

 [HP]: Nice community, yeah, yeah. 

 [JJ]: How about children? How many children do you say? 

 [HP]: Two.

 [JJ]: Two children. And one is the principal that is working in--

 [HP]: One is the principal. 32 years. 

 [JJ]: In IT, you said? 

 [JJ]: IT, one is IT. 

 [HP]: Yeah. He's living in Colorado.

 [JJ]: Both sons?

 [HP]: Both sons.

 [JJ]: Yeah. How was raising children here in America like?

 [HP]: The way I had a very hard time, I give them very hard time too.

 [JJ]: Really? You were a strict parent?

 [HP]: Yeah. I grabbed them every summer vacation, I wasn't affording to pay the kumar, $100, I was paying.

 [JJ]: Okay, like tutor? 

 [HP]: Tutor. And he loved since--the principal--he loved when he was, like, in the fifth year. He was, playing with the little kid. When he was, 10 years, he was teaching 5 years kid.

 [JJ]: Oh, so, like, your son also was smart like you and your dad.

 [HP]: Right. Right. From beginning. So, you know, I say, "Whatever comfortable your subject, your stay with your subject. I don't want to push you or anything. You just go whatever field you like, go in and just focus." 

 [JJ]: That's nice. 

 [HP]: Yeah. But I need to be-- "You have to be focused in the study means you have to focus in the study."

 [JJ]: Yeah. Did they ever work at the store? 

 [HP]: Oh, yeah. Both of them. 

 [JJ]: Because you worked very young at the farms. So I imagine your sons also--

 [HP]: Yeah. Both of them. Both of them.

 [JJ]: Did they-- Do they like it? Do they have good memories?

 [HP]: Oh, yeah. When was the pandemic? We closed the store on March. I think March 20 or 25th that we closed the store. And we opened the store in June 1st. Those all month, they came over here at 10:00 in the morning. They make it-- the store was closed. We take everything online, by the email. So they make a print, they made a form and everything, I was get out every day 12:00. I came 10:00. I print all paperwork. I put it in a table. One or two order, I make it. I go home. Yeah. I come back 5:00.

 [JJ]: Yeah. That's nice.

 [HP]: So both are-- The young, his name is Kirtan. He's living in Colorado. He just asked me yesterday, "Dad, if you need help, can I do for you? Anything?" He just always asks. Whenever he met me. He say, "If you needed something at the store, I can come and get that."

 [JJ]: Yeah. And one of them just got married? Congratulations.

 [HP]: Yeah. One of them. Thank you. Yeah. One of them got the married, like, in a past month in a March.

 [JJ]: Oh, that that must be busy time for you.

 [HP]: Oh, yeah. There was almost, three, four days. Like, almost week because of a guest coming from the India too.  Guests too.

 [JJ]: Yeah. Do your son speak Gujarati proper? Hindi? Gujarati? 

 [HP]: Both. 

 [HP]: Okay. 

 [JJ]: And did they learn from you? Speaking at home before?

 [HP]: Yeah

 [HP]: Wonderful 

 [HP]: Because of the my mother-in-law, she stay with me almost twelve years.

 [JJ]: Oh, wow. So she taught them.

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah. And my father-in-law, he was a stay with me twelve years too.

 [JJ]: Wonderful. That's good childcare--family.

 [HP]: Yeah. Yeah. No. They are very comfortable.

 [JJ]: Yeah. 

 [HP]: Today, I was always calling. I have three mothers. One, she give me birth. Second, my Masi, she feeded me. The third one, mother-in-law. She always take care of my food. Today, she not able to make it food, but once I have seen it, they were-- She always asks.

 [JJ]: She serves you something.

 [HP]: Right. If I say something, "No. You don't have it." I say, "I'm gonna make it. " She's not able to make it. Still, she is very strong for me. My father-in-law passed away. He was worked for me almost, in this store, since 1999. So he was living with me in 1999. He came in 1999.

 [JJ]: Yeah. So, sounds like you have strong roots here now, not just in this country, but literally here in outside of Chicago.

 [HP]: Yep.

 [JJ]: What are you looking forward to in the future, in the next ten years, twenty years? What would you like your life to be like?

 [HP]: I am thinking to do the, like, physically charity.

 [JJ]: Yeah. Charity. Yeah. 

 [HP]: Physically. 

 [JJ]: Physically. What does that mean?

 [HP]: Physically, it means my body. My body is donated already, you know, that things.

 [JJ]: Yeah, the donations.

 [HP]: Yeah, donation. Organ donation. 

 [JJ]: Organ donation. 

 [HP]: Yeah. Also to whom need it, I give money. But I have to make sure to whom I hand. Because in India, still we're doing. If it's any girl's marriage, our contribution is there.

 [JJ]: Yeah. You help them.

 [HP]: Right. No. We give them, options. You need, a utensils. You need, fridge. You need a dining table, you need a fan.

 [JJ]: What kind of help you need?

 [HP]: Right. So, you know, we, in India, my brother or my friend, they went-- We know all, shops, you know, city. And I always tell them, "Hey, this thing is going in a charity, Whatever you wanna earn is fine with me. You cannot. But, you know, this person is gonna come on your place. Let them choose themselves whatever they need." So they choose, and we make a payment.

 [JJ]: Got it. So you're continuing the tradition of your father, like, helping people in the village.

 [HP]: Yeah, yeah.

 [JJ]: And it sounds like you also have strong roots back home still in Gujarat.

 [HP]: Oh, yeah.

 [JJ]: How often do you go back?

 [HP]: Since-- Before pandemic, I went every year.

 [JJ]: Every year. With family, with kids, wife?

 [HP]: With the family, I went, four times. With my kids, I went two times.

 [JJ]: Twice. Did they like it there? 

 [HP]: Oh, yeah. But they just-- The married yet, you know, we took her, she's an American born. So we took her in India, fifteen days. So I said, go ahead and check the culture, you know, how we are, you know, the way we grew up. You know? 

 [JJ]: Yeah. Yeah. 

 [HP]: So, you know, she knows too, you know, what it is about. 

 [JJ]: Like, culture, tradition. 

 [HP]: Culture. Yeah. Yeah. 

 [HP]: Yeah. Totally. What advice would you give to a young Indian like yourself in 1990 when you came here, 1980s? What advice would you give to a young Indian boy coming here, setting a business? What tip would you--

 [HP]: I say, I, right now? I'm that time, it was, previous, past is totally different.

 [JJ]: Yeah.

 [HP]: Present is totally different. 

 [JJ]: Of course. 

 [HP]: I always advise, instead of the-- If you want a business, do the any kind of a business, the people who failed in a similar business, go and get their advice from them. 

 [JJ]: Yeah. Learn from their failures.

 [HP]: Right. Why they fail? What is the reason they fail? You know? Maybe money-wise, maybe, you know, somebody cheated, like somebody cheated me like that. 

 [JJ]: Yeah. 

 [HP]: You know? So those kind of things, they can take advice from them. You know?

 [JJ]: That's great advice. Well, is there anything that we did not cover that you wanna talk about?

 [HP]: Almost. I have a whole day to talk.

 [JJ]: *Laughs* No, yeah. These are very helpful. Well, I think we can conclude here. Thank you, Harshad Patelji, for sharing your life story. I'm sure people who listen, they will really appreciate your courage, and your experience coming here and setting up everything yourself, and growing strong roots in this country. Thank you so much.

 [HP]: Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you.
