00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JITESH JAGGI]: Hello, this is Jitesh Jaggi for the National Indo-American Museum. Today, for our oral history interview, I'm interviewing Sunita Parikh at the neighborhood senior center. We'll be speaking in Hindi. Hello, Kumar Parikh. Where were you born?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SUNITA PARIKH]: In Gujarat. In Gujarat. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Where in Gujarat?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Dohad Village.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes, and in which year? In which year were you born?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: 1940.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: 1940. And what are your mother's and father's names?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Mother's name is Radhika Bhen.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes, and father's name?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, father's name is Krishna Das. Surname Sheth.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Did you speak Gujarati at home?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: We speak Gujarati.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So tell us a little about your childhood, what was it like growing up in Dohad?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Look, in Dohad, my parents' father used to work. We didn't earn much. But there was my grandmother, there was my father’s sister. There were nine of us, five siblings, so my parents were a little poor.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. They were poor. It was a joint family.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, a joint family.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So what job did your father do?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Father was a clerk in a mill.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. So, nine people on a clerk's salary, so that’s why there's a little money.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: It was at that time. Conditions were a little tough, wasn't it? Financial conditions were a little weak, and I studied in a Gujarati school till fourth grade. From grade 5th to 11th, I studied in an English medium high school.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Was this a high school?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I studied in that school only.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Which standard, up to 12th?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: It was 11th. I was in 11 at that time. I passed 11th in 1958.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes. Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: And my siblings and I were all very good at studies. We used to get first rank. Every year.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, how many siblings did you have?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Three brothers and two sisters.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: And what was your rank among them?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: First. I was the eldest. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Were you the oldest sister?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: And I had a job in school before, after I got married.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. So were you a teacher?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I was a teacher.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: What did you teach in school?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: There, you have to teach everything from grades one to four, and in grades five, six, seven, you have to teach Hindi, Gujarati, math, and a little English. In India, English is lower English, according to Morarji Desai. There's a little English in each subject. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. So, was becoming a teacher your passion or was it to help your family?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: For Dad I will have to help, right? So, at the age of seventeen, in 1958, I started working in a school. In a Madrasa. Private.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I got married, worked for a year, then joined. Madrasa, that is.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Not a local school job. Muslim school?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: They were run by Bohra community.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: It was a Muslim school. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: There was a school in the mosque.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I had a job there.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, the family didn't mind you studying in Madrasa?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: No, no, our Dohad is very forward. It's a village, but it's very forward. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. So you started teaching there. How many years did you work there?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Look, I only worked there for one year in Madrasa. Then I got married in 1959, so I moved to Godhra Panchmahal district. I got a job with the district school board there too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. Was it also a village?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Godhra was Panchmal's partner house.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: That's very good.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So you were quite young, nineteen years old, to get married?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I hadn’t even gotten to 19 for marriage. 18 years old.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You got married at the age of 18. So, first tell me what your upbringing was like, what your childhood was like?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: We were a little poor growing up, and I had to work. It was a joint family. I was the eldest child and the children were younger, and my uncle was also there. We lived together. Uncle, aunt, and their three children. So, we couldn’t do household work, right? We were small children. My parents would say, “Whenever I work, you can help raise your brother.” My childhood was spent with the child. Well, I raised my younger brother from childhood. I raised my younger brothers and sisters. My uncle had three brothers.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: We had three children. So--

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: I mean, there was a lot of responsibility from childhood.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes. Taking them out for walks. We used to sit in the sun with the little ones because my aunt, my mother, and my grandmother all worked a little bit. My mother, my aunt worked more. So, while they worked, they would tell me to go and take my brothers and sisters out for walks.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You're the eldest daughter, that’s why?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I was the eldest, that's why.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay. So, when you got married, who chose the husband? You chose or the family?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: My father did.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Dad, it's family arrangement.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I did that because I used to participate in drama in school.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: So my husband came to see it, everyone in the village comes to see it. It was the school's annual drama. He saw that this girl is very nice. So his friends and everyone used to come with him to see it in the village. He asked his friend “whose daughter she was?” They asked “Is this the one you want to marry?” He said, “I like her.”

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
So then they found some source of ours, there are some in the village, so everyone knows each other. Yes, we had a relative in common. Then my husband and I met and it happened.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Arranged marriage. So, did you get to talk to him before the wedding?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, we got to talk to him before the wedding and then we stayed engaged for a year. He would come and go, it's not like he's unmarried so he shouldn't go, we would hang out, we would talk often.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Well, this sounds a little forward, a modern tradition.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Our village is very advanced, yeah.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Oh wow, very nice to hear that.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: And my husband said I wouldn't take anything at the wedding. Whenever it was weddings, they would offer me money and a Shriphal. My husband refused that too, saying I'm not going to take anything.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: That's right. Dowry neither.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: And nothing, I didn't even take a rupee or a Shriphal. Then, when everyone insisted, so he took a Shriphal.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: What is a Shriphal? 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: A coconut.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Ah, I see, a Coconut.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: We say Shriphal during prayers. Then he took the Shriphal and said, “I won't betray your daughter, keep your peace, I didn't cause you any pain, I didn't take anything. Sarees, for the elder mother-in-law, for the sister-in-law and elder sister-in-law,” he didn't take anything, and they didn't give me anything either, so that we could live together comfortably alone.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So you didn't have any in-laws? You didn't. So what did your husband do?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: My husband used to work a marketing job.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. So, does he work at State Bank?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, at State Bank. Yes.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, what was the atmosphere like after marriage? Like you were an elder sister in your home, raising brothers and sisters, being a teacher, so how does life turn out after marriage?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: It was good after marriage. I didn't have my father-in-law with me, but I had my sister-in-law in the village. My brother-in-law was a doctor, and we both lived alone in the house. We rented the house for 22 rupees at that time, because the salary was also a hundred rupees, right?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: One hundred rupees a month.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: One hundred or one hundred and a quarter. It wasn't more than one hundred and twenty-five rupees at that time, and I also had fifty-five rupees before. Well, at the Madrasa, I was earning fifty-five rupees. Then they increased it by five rupees, making it 60 rupees, and then it's 70 rupees, because I worked in the school board in Godhara.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Okay, and he was a good husband to me. He helped me with all the chores, cooking, everything. I used to joke I had a pig husband because “Suvar” in Hindi means “a good husband” but “suvar” as a word also means a swine *laughs*.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Only you two lived together.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Both of you lived alone. So, this is a change for you.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Because you belong to a joint family, right?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, and then we just live with the one person. So, look, in the beginning, I didn't learn to cook as a child, I just didn’t know how to feed him. I never cooked. Then my husband used to teach me. He knew everything because his parents were like this, and he grew up living with brothers and sisters, so he knew everything. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So then what about your children?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I had two daughters and then a son.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So you continued teaching?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Continue, I worked there for 32 years.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. Same school?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Me? Yes, no, no. Look at what happens in the bank, every two or three years he'd get transferred.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, your husband's?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: My husband's. So I used to apply to the district school board, too, because I had a government job.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: So sometimes I had to stay alone for two or three months, but they would transfer me during vacation.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: I see. Okay. So after Godhra, where was the transfer after that?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: After Godhra, look, Halol, all of them are in Panchmahal district because the district school board is also in Panchmahal district. Halol, Kahlol, Dahod, Jalod, Garbada, Gangzri, livre, small districts, I didn't go outside Panchmahal district because otherwise I wouldn't have got a job.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So why did they transfer so much?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: The State Bank people used to do it because they had to open new branches, so they would send my husband.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Because he became an expert. He was there.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes, I understand. Okay. So you spent 32 years there and became a teacher in different schools?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, I got a job in June of 1960, and I worked there until I came here in 1988.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So how did you come to the USA, to America?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yeah, the younger daughter was here, she was married.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: And where was she married?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: She was married in Jalod. Jalod was near Godhra.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Did she come here?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: She was here, then they called us. She's my elder daughter, right? Yes. My son-in-law was a doctor in Godhra. But when he came to Bombay to receive his brother, in Borivali station there wasn't a bridge, so he took the train track, so he thought it was too far, so he would cross on the tracks. So he went, he got stuck and he'd had an accident with the train. My son-in-law.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: And they had a three-year-old son. It had been only four years since they'd married, my baby daughter. They had a three-year-old son. So we thought my younger daughter is in America, and if he files our application, we'll come and take our elder daughter along.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
We'll go. Because they have a son, and if our elder daughter gets married, what's the custom in India? If she gets married, the father-in-law takes his son with her. We didn't like that, no one likes it, including my mother. That's why we came to India and America and filed their application. It would have been faster than two years back then. In two years, my elder daughter came here, and I had a son, and he came too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, your elder daughter had a small child, and he was there too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: He had a small 3-year-old child, and we advertised after he came here. A boy also advertised, he had come from Kuwait. He was supposed to be my son-in-law, but now he's divorced because he didn't get citizenship. Green card. He married my daughter for the green card and then he started beating her a lot, and then this, and-- She's grown up now, and she just had a son a month and ten days ago.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: She'll give birth to a son on September 14th.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: The poor girl has seen a lot.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: So the son-in-law wasn't good. We're getting a divorce.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Well done. How is the younger daughter?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes? The younger daughter is doing well. She was from our village, Amarnath. We had a love marriage and we lived opposite each other. When my husband was in State Bank in Jalore, he lived across from us. They had a love marriage and she's doing well now.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, she managed to go to America before?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Where, in Chicago? 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Chicago. I came because--

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So they invited you then? So if you were able to come in 1988, how did you decide to come? Was your husband also with you?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: My husband is there too. He had taken early retirement. This happened with my daughter, she became a widow, and the son-in-law was taken away from the train, so we said we will go and, she will get remarried, and the child will stay with us.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, when you were in America, how did you feel that life was completely different from India? So, what was your experience like in the early years?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: In the beginning, because you know, I was a forward-thinking person, and my father was also very much in the Congress party, he believed a lot. I've heard that my father-in-law also believed in it. We were very forward-thinking. We didn't feel like this was new, we were from the old village. We adjusted well. We both worked service jobs, so it felt good. Then my daughter and everyone came. For a while, my younger daughter, my elder daughter, and my son, we all lived together. Then everyone got different jobs. Then I had this daughter, the widow. She got a job, she got married, and she had a daughter. She recently got married her daughter too. Today, her son is ten days old, and she has a divorce, so she also lives separately, my daughter.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: And did you feel good when you came here to start?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I liked it, I liked it.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Did you live with your younger daughter?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: No, I lived for a year or two. Well, until they came. Yes. Then I lived with my younger daughter for a month or two, but then I couldn't find any separate jobs.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: So we kept the apartment with the child and we used to live

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You two and your child?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: And the daughter, then the first daughter, and they got married, she left. Then the son's daughter-in-law came. They didn't like living in a joint family, so he went to South Bend. My daughter's previous son lived with me because my husband hadn't spoken to me before, so he lived with us. The grandson and the three of us lived together later. Then my daughter got pregnant. The daughter was born, and the baby came.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
So, this child would be 8, 9, 10, 12 years old by then, right? Then they accepted it because if he had to take care of the younger daughter, he wouldn't have been able to handle it in the beginning. I raised all the children for the first twelve years.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, Grandson?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: He's my daughter's son. This one, this one, his daughter's son was also born in India but he grew up, right? Then they took him away after twelve years, and I was working at Myer supermarket at the time. My husband already worked at TJ MAXX.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, TJ MAXX.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yeah, and when I got it, we only had one car. So he's also in Meijer.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: So we both used to work at Meijer. Yeah.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Wow, what? You used to work there?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: My husband works in security at Meijer.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, and what did you do?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I work at the register. Half an hour, half a day at the register, and half a day on the floor, there's some other work, right? Medicines.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Did you need English to work there? Yes? You had to speak English.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, I knew a little bit, and my husband knew it completely. He passed four years ago.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, how did you like this job?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: The job was good. Because it paid, and the weather here in America is like this, my husband used to have headaches. No, in India, he used to have headaches three to four days a week. After coming here, he didn't have headaches for just one day.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: It's good, it's good. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I think he might have a heat allergy. It's better here too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: It was, right? Okay. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, I used to earn a little money on the side. My husband was already at TJ MAX, right?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Seven years at TJMAXX. Then I got my job at Meijer, and he came along too. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. You both got a job at Meijer. What do you guys earn at Meijer? Yes? What would the salary have been at Meijer at that time?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Salary was hourly, daily wages. So, at first, we were six-dollar jobs. Then I retired after twelve years. So I had ten and a half dollars.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, you were able to manage everything with that much?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, look, I lived at the girl's house for the first two years, so she didn't take a single penny from me. Because I had also raised her two children, we worked, and the salary in India was also good in the State Bank of India. We had our own house. So, whenever we went there, till then, the rule was that you could bring ten thousand dollars. Right?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes, India

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: This is all private, right?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes, yes, yes.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Ten thousand dollars, that's legal. But if I talk, no one has to tell anyone else anything here.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: No, I've said the same thing about everyone else.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: It does. So I could have brought ten thousand dollars at that time. So I sold the house there, it was a bungalow, two stories, bungalow.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: It was. Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Because he works in a bank, and I also worked in school. The income was good back then, but I was poor as a child. Yes. The income was good back then. So we used to go every year, if we went every two years, we would bring it back.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: A little bit.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Legally, you could have brought ten thousand dollars. Back then, it was like every husband got ten thousand, every wife got ten thousand. So, I sold the bungalow because I had to live here, so there was no rent.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: No, yes? There's rent and all that, with money?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: No, listen. I sold the bungalow and got the money here. Initially, when I lived in the apartment, we both worked six days for forty hours. I even got a lot of overtime.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
My husband was not feeling well, so when he didn't work overtime, he would work more overtime. So, how much of that rent was there at that time? Six hundred, six hundred and fifty dollars was the rent on the apartment. Chicago? We used to live in the Maple Lake apartment in Chicago. So, we used to make it work, and look, we're Indians, so we always tried our best. We weren't stingy, we always tried our best. My husband has severe acidity, so he can't eat spicy food from outside. Right now, they make this bland dish for us.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Every day, bland food.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: This is in the kitchen. We used to make bland. That's why we used to eat some kadhai from outside. So we saved money, so we could manage with less. We could manage with less.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: And you grew up in a village, so could you have adjusted?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: We had everything at home, and I didn't order breakfast from outside. We had cheap and tasty things at home, there wasn't anything like that, so that was ours. Then we had to order ten thousand dollars from there, and we had savings because my daughter didn't take a single penny. So, here I bought the house in cash, and the townhouse was available for $145K. And the little money that we had we didn't need much, so my daughter gave it to me just like that, and I used to give it to her.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: The reason I’m asking this is, because until now, people's impression of Indian Americans is that they're very rich. They have a lot of money. So, we're also sharing that story, the story of struggle: look, you had a bungalow there, but you sold it and are living in a small apartment. So, that's our story too, isn't it? So, that's a struggle too, so thank you for sharing that. Then, your husband, you said four years ago--

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Five years ago, I bought a townhouse. I bought it for 145K. At that time, I used to get a lot of letters from government officials saying, "If you want to sell the house, I'm going to buy it." You know, friend, I don't know English or Hindi very well, but what if? Then my daughter said, "Mummy, I don't want to go, stay here." Yes. So I didn't sell the townhouse, I live alone in the townhouse now.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Where do you live in the townhouse?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Me? I live in Naperville.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, and where does your daughter live?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: My daughter lives in Palatine.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: She also has a family.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: She has a husband.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So you can adjust alone?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Why not? There's no house rent. I worked for twelve years, so I get a little social security from them.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: But you could do the housework or cooking yourself.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I used to do it myself. I've been having tingling for four or five years now in my lungs. My lungs were filled with water, and the water got gelled.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: What? It's 01:58.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: 00:58, it's ten minutes now.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Does your bus come?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, no, no. These drivers take them.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, I'll end the interview in ten minutes.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Where were you? Yours? I'm telling you.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: I was wondering if you meant cooking, doing household chores.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Or I already used to cook, my husband also helped with the dishes. We both lived well, we worked here, we did everything. Then my lungs got filled with water. The water turned into gel, the gel froze. So I had surgery here, and since then I've had to undergo surgery. When I get an electric shock in my leg, I still have it. Now, if it wasn't for the shock, it feels like crawling insects and ants. And right now, I can't stand for long.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So you use a walker, did you see that now?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I use a walker, and a government lady comes here to do the work.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, a social worker is coming.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes. I'm not saying social worker, he's a worker. A worker. A helper for us. The government pays him and also helps us, it's very nice I might have to give him a little too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yeah that’s out of the goodness of your heart.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes. Absolutely.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So it's good that you get some help from there.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: We do get help.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: And it must have been difficult for you since your husband passed away?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: It's difficult mentally, I live alone. But there's no financial problem because I had a lot of money in my bank account. I had everything, so there's no financial problem. So, my two daughters help me.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Oh, okay, do you ever meet her? She's a Palatine girl, isn't she?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: She comes every fifteen days, isn't she? This Saturday.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: She'll come. Okay, then you'll feel good. Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: She takes me out for walks, too. Let's go to the store sometimes, and buy something. “Yes, you can buy it,” she says. My elder daughter doesn't live in Atlanta. So she gets one vacation a year. She stays with me for a week or two.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: How come you came to the Senior Center?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: When it first opened at the Senior Center, they used to write letters to Indians from door to door. So I thought I'd quit my job, and it's better here because I can't work full-time at that job right now, depending on my needs. So I said, give me a daycare in the morning. Because our temple program is always in the evening. So he said, if you want to take it in the morning, you'll have to do it part-time. I thought part-time was good, so when it opened, I quit. Because I had income too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes, it's nice to be able to meet others at our place.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, there used to be more than a hundred people like us. Now they've moved on to other places, like “Love and Care” so it has reduced a bit here.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: But you get to meet others.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Here. It's nice here, look how many we have, and all the staff are good. I eat bland food. So they arrange bland food for me. The drivers are good; sometimes they even take me down by the hand.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay. So, how many days do you come?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Five days. I come for five days. Let's see now. Look, I don't wear sarees like this. Yes, I wear Punjabi clothes, which suit my feet. If I wore a saree, the drivers would pull me by the hand and let me off.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay, okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Okay, okay, okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Do you mean you have support?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yeah, I'm still with them in support. With everyone.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You do like it here in America.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes? I already like it.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: We came to visit them for the first time in '84. My little girl had a son at that time. So I saw that we stayed here for eight months at that time. So he hasn't had any headaches at all. So my daughter said, mom, come here. See how Papa is doing. Come here. I went.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, what are you looking forward to in your future right now? What are you looking forward to?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]:Is it playing with my grandson? As a teacher, I want to go up with God. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: No, you're still very young, no.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I'm 85. I'm 85, man. How many years do I have left?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: And yet you are on your own.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: We're managing, living on our own. Yes. We don't eat anything special here. We eat a flat meal in the morning, nothing special in the evening, sometimes milk and khakhra is fine.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Do you ever miss India or Godhra?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: No, I'm fine here. India, Godhra, my three brothers are here. Yes.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Well, my brother is here too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I have a brother who's a doctor here. He just retired.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, do you get to see him sometimes?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes? Yes, he comes to see me sometimes. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Like do you have family support here?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Family support is such that I don't take financial gifts from anyone. Right now, I don't even take gifts from my children. Okay, because I have everything now. Then take it from them, you'll have to give it to them when you go to heaven. Yes, and look, I'm telling you this privately. The daughters are good. The son is also good, but the daughter-in-law doesn't like the mother-in-law. That's why I went to the South Bend a couple of months ago. They took my grandson with them. The new one went, so she didn't like it at all. There was controlling over everything we ate and drank, we didn't want that in our childhood. That's why the daughter-in-law and son are good too. He is coming on the 30th. If he goes somewhere for a while, he comes here for two or three hours and meets, otherwise the daughter-in-law doesn't come. She doesn't even call on the phone, not even on his birthday, Christmas, Diwali, etc.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You have a daughter here, a son here, a brother too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I have a brother and a sister-in-law.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: And there's a community here, you can meet at this center.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, and we have many houses in our village, there are many people in the village, so earlier we used to go there, paying a hundred dollar fee every twelve months. There would be a Diwali, Janmashtami, or summer picnic, we would meet there, and celebrate with the villagers.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. So, did you see anyone from here, or anyone from Godhra? Did you see anyone from Godhra, did you ever meet anyone here?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, yes, not those from Godhra, but from Dahod. Well, we meet a lot of people from Dahod. We meet five times a month, so we all get together and then go to the temple. Both of us used to drive, and my husband taught us how to drive early on.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So how did you learn how to drive? How learned it here? Where did you learn to drive?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, here. Because they took my grandson, and then I was free, I told my husband I'd take the exam, because I know a little English.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes. Yeah, you've learned a lot, driving, too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I've been driving for twenty years.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You also worked here for twelve years.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: 12 years

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You worked. You've lived a very fulfilling life.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, very well. I'm not sad at all. My husband is gone, and the only thing I'm sad about is that my son is gone, and he's gone to my daughter-in-law. He comes with me a couple of times a year, but he doesn't invite me. When he goes, he doesn't take care of anything properly. So I'll go. I went once three years ago. I came to Vigraha's. Yes, I'll go. My son calls me every day, so I call him too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. We'll talk in the evening. What do you like doing here? 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes? 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: What do you like doing here?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Here? Here, right? We come in the morning, pray, have breakfast, then if there's any activity, I speak.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Do you do any activity? 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes? Speak. Song, picture song, bhajan. God, everyone's importance. We also sing. Everyone sings a little bit at first, because of my lungs I start heaving. I sing a little bit, all the good stories, I speak into the mic.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You give good speeches too. Do you give speeches too? Yes? You give speeches.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I give speeches.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Your life has changed a lot since then.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I was a teacher before, otherwise I would have to speak.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You have a habit. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, it was a habit. Yes, I give presentations.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, did you ever teach anyone anything as a teacher?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I was an English teacher before.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I used to teach English to five ladies. Then I got Corona, so my lungs got a little too hot, I got short of breath, so I quit.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, so if you have to go to the hospital, or you have to go to a doctor?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: She's my worker, right? We used to go there before.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I had this accident five years ago. My husband started having eye problems again, so he can't drive. There's this man standing in the front, but he can’t see who he is.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: No. Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I used to drive like this because I didn't like that either. Earlier, we would take turns, I would drive in the morning, I would drive in the evening, I would drive in the morning, and so on.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: And then five years ago, I pushed the accelerator instead of brake. So the car was totaled. So then I thought, I'm having trouble with my eyes too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: So he's not giving it, and this worker comes, right? So, I don't go anywhere now because I'm getting older, and she takes me to the doctor, the bank, the post office. In the summer, I go grocery shopping with her, but I just pay and give her a list, and she brings it. I don't go there very often, I go sometimes.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Well, at least you come here. Yes? You get to get out of the house, coming here.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I go. He comes here to pick it up, he comes to leave it. And I don't go anywhere else, I mean, my brothers, all of them, come and meet me. I don't go. I have a granddaughter, so I go to her house, I go to my daughter's house. It's my granddaughter's birthday on the 27th.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Wow, so granddaughter, do your grandchildren speak Hindi or Gujarati?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: We're all English, my granddaughter's husband only knows English because he's Maharashtrian.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, okay, and the rest, do everyone else speak Gujarati?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: All the rest are daughters-in-law. Her daughter-in-law is also her granddaughter, her grandson's daughter-in-law.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: It's a big family here.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: It's a big family. Very nice. And they live far away in Atlanta. Sometimes

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Do you get to go to Atlanta?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, I used to go there. I went four years ago.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: But it's difficult to take a flight right now.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I wouldn't want to right now. Next time, my grandson has a doctor's appointment on the 26th. My doctor's son's son is a doctor, so they're getting married. So I'll have to go, because I'll have to take someone with me.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes, you'll get to see the wedding, that's good too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I'll be there for the wedding. Because I can't go alone right now.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay, it's 2:10. Your car will be coming here.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: It's coming at 2:15.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: A quarter after two.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Driver. If you want to ask me something now, you can ask me for the next 5 minutes.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, do you want to share something about your life?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: No, I have a good life. A very good life.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Were you there when the Godhra incident happened? Yes? Like, there was that Hindu-Muslim conflict in Godhra?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: No, I was in America at the time, but I had gone to India, and when this happened in Godhra, we were in Dahod. There's an hour's time between Godhra and Dahod.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So you must have been shocked?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: So we were shocked, and then we had to come here. Yes, so we came by train, and straight went to Mumbai. We didn't go to Ahmedabad.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: It was a risk.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: It was a risk, so what could we do?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Did you know anyone who was affected?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: No, they were from Godhra. No, they were outside. Those people used to go to Ayodhya. You know that.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes, yes, yes, during temple hours.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: During temple hours. Okay, you and your family were safe.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: The rest--

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes. I liked this center here too. A man from here opened another center. But he used to say go here, I said this is better.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You like it.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: At our place.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Do you have any friends here?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Everyone is here, so we sit together.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Who are you most friendly with here?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Yes, there are five or seven.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: There are five or seven, your group must have been formed.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: The group is formed.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay. That's good. Good. Do you talk in Gujarati?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: In Gujarati. There are Hindi speaking people too, so we talk in Hindi too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: It was great talking to you. Thank you--

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Me too.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: --for sharing it with me. I hope your health remains good and you just keep your health good.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I have no shortage of money. My husband has been able to see all these weddings. My husband has left a lot in my life.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I'm here right now, there's a fundraiser, I can donate it, I won't go.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Okay.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Because I have eye problems at night. I donate everywhere. I'm doing very well.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: And a little bit more.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Yes. 

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: One hundred dollars isn't much because we--

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: You're also helping, are you still helping?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: I feel like it, so I don't go at night either. No, I go when it's late, but I don't go at night.

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: So, you're making a good contribution, and what?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: We should do it because the money well you can’t take with you when you die. My kids also say the same thing. You spend according to your age. We don't want anything from you. We don't want anything. But we do, we do a little bit. What can we do?

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[JJ]: Thank you

00:00:00.000 --> 0:41:56.000
[SP]: Thank you
