[PETER ALTER]: Okay. This interview is being conducted on 08/12/2025 by me, Peter Alter, on behalf of the National Indo American Museum. Sir, if you could please state and spell your name.

[MUHAMMED KHATRI]: My name is Muhammed, my last name is Khatri, M U H A M M E D, and last name is Khatri, K H A T R I.

[PA]: Okay, very good. And what year were you born?

[MK]: I was born in 05/08/1968.

[PA]: 1968, okay, thank you. And where were you born?

[MK]: I was born in India, in a city called Bombay, which is currently called Mumbai. Okay. And I came in this country in 1991, May 10. I remember after two days of my birthday.

[PA]: Mhmm. Alright. Very good. Go ahead. Yes, so you grew up in Mumbai, could you tell us about your family, did you have brothers or sisters?

[MK]: Yes, I do, I have two brothers and one sister, and my parents, they are already deceased, but my sister is deceased, and that's what the life is.

[PA]: Okay, so your sister is deceased, you have a brother? Yes sir. Okay, where is your brother?

[MK]: My brother is in India.

[PA]: Okay, right and what did your parents do for a living to support the family?

[MK]: My father used to work for the movie industry and my mother always been a housewife.

[PA]: Okay.

[MK]: And he was the assistant of a big, renowned person, Kamal Amrohi, which is, one the times' of great director in the industry.

[PA]: Very good. Now I know this was your your father's job, but do you know what kind of work your father did as an assistant to Kamal Amrohi?

[MK]: Yeah, he used to, if there is a shot tomorrow, the movie shot, which is going to take next week, so he organizes what kind of location is going to be, what kind of furniture they are going rent, who is going to be the dresser for the lady. At that time, he always tells me the lady who was the actress, she takes like three to four hours just to get makeup and the dress up done. It was not like nowadays where everything is so fast. And that time--so they got to organize everything. I remember my father used to tell me, that one person asked me, to the director, "You rented the furniture for, for example, $10,000, but the furniture cost itself $10,000. Why didn't you buy it?" So the director says, "If I give all these attentions to small, small things, how could I look into the direction of that?" So that was his ambition and at that times, in 1950s and 1960s, he was a very famous director. His name is Kamal Amrohi. 

My father used to share with me sometimes what's happening, how are things going. He met a lot of members in that time and it was not an easy job and the payment was not like the big thing. It's like surviving--because India sometimes if you are not born and raised with a silver spoon in your mouth, things doesn't go your way. If something happens, God forbids, like you need surgery, you need to have your--like there is an accident and your foot is, your bone is gone, you won't get paid. You are stuck. So, there is nothing like insurance at that time where people go to the hospital and they say, "Hey, this is my insurance," and it's got covered, and nobody you any insurance at that time.

So it's always been tough, because life is not stable. Things goes your way, it's good. But things goes out of your way, you are stuck. Nobody pays your bills, so you have to be careful at that time. There is always a replacement. If somebody is not there, somebody else will come in your place. Nobody cares. So, that's what it is, at that time. 

[PA]: What was life like for you growing up in Mumbai?

[MK]: I saw in my teens, it was tough life. I didn't came with a family with a silver spoon in my mouth. I tried, I did graduate from a good college, but when I tried to find a job, nobody likes to hire me. Maybe because of my religion, that's a possibility. Because in India it's very hard to be a Muslim. And, some people have a bad thinking, not everybody. I tried my best even to get at that time like $40, $50 a month will be enough for me to survive and help my father. But it was very tough, very tough. So, I did salesmanship, where the company which I worked for, they used to give me some toys and I had to go from house to house and sell the toys. So, it was tough.

At that time security was not available at that time, you can go to the buildings, you can knock the door and some people--90% people don't welcome you. Because they say, "Sorry!" Some people do, maybe 2%. So, we got to find that 2% out of that 98% who would buy the product. And it was a toy like nothing, no machine at that time. The toy doesn't have no machine. It's like a Barbie doll. It's like an elephant for the kids. So I did that, and I used to go from buildings to buildings and tried my but mostly the result was really terrible. 

Sometimes they don't want to--if I try to sell it for example for 100 rupees at that time, they say, "No, I will pay you 20 rupees." But it was a fixed price and to be dealing with a fixed price was very tough in India. They will still bargain. The company I work for, they said this is the price if they want to. But sometimes I think, my timing and my efforts were worthless. 

Sometimes I go from house to house knocking the doors of the people and they look at me like, "Hey, what do you--?" They don't think about I am trying to sell something. They ask me so many questions. "Hey, you want to work for me? I can give you a better job." But at that time, I didn't have no cell phone or anything. When I tried them, they say, "Sorry somebody else got it." So I was looking for another opportunity. But people give me all kinds of promises, but it never happens. So, I thought at least I have something to do to keep at least some money coming. But it was getting tough and tough, to knock on the doors of the people. Some people stare at you, some people think like you are trying to rob something. But it's everybody's different thinking, you know?

Slowly, slowly I find it tough for me because 1% selling and I only get commission 25% of the things I sell. So, the result was I tried to leave the food outside, I tried to go to the buses, and I was going minus. So, then I thought, "No, this is not the thing which--" I tried it! My first job in my life, I put my efforts. I said--People tell me, "Don't give up." But then when the things were-- I am going minus, I had to pay for my pocket. I said, "No, no. It's not worth it." So, I had a bag with me with all kinds of toys. I returned it to them. I said, "Sorry, sir. I couldn't." They said, "Okay. You are available whenever you are." But that's not for me. I thought it could be something stable, job will be okay for me. 

And then nothing happening, my life was tough. And then I was thinking to go somewhere else in my life because this place, you have a lot of things, and if you don't know somebody, you are not politically connected, your degrees, your good attitudes is not worth it. That is my thinking. So, I gave up after two years of trying so many jobs. 

[PA]: Okay. 

[PA]: Yessir.

[PA]: You mentioned graduating a good college. What was your childhood like before you went to college?

[MK]: My childhood was like, you know, my father always was out of the town because of the movies. They always have a different locations. So, he comes once in a month, twice in a month. My mother, we used to live in a 500 square foot apartment. And we always have a dream, you know, to help my father give something better as I am the oldest son. But, it was, sometimes I feel like, "He works so hard. I should support him being the oldest son in the family." So I always tried different ways, but I never gave up. I said, where there is a will, there is a way. People used to give me strength, but sometimes I lost my strength. I said, "No, this is not for me." Sometimes people say, "India is not made for you. You try to go somewhere else." 

And then my living conditions were so bad that my mother-- You know, it was hard. We tried the best to, even, don't eat any luxury. Everything was homemade and we tried not to eat anything outside, because at that time we didn't have no money. No extra money left in the pocket. So, it was a very tough life. I was born and raised in a common bathroom, we used to share in the buildings where I used to live. 

And I always have a hope to go somewhere because after few years of trying, you feel like, "No, this is not made for me. Maybe I go somewhere else." So, then my decision changed, and I heard a lot about the USA. So, I was very happy that I came to America. I'm so grateful here. I am so happy here. You work hard. It's worth it. You can always achieve your goal, whatever you want to become. But though I have responsibilities in my family, I worked always hard, always try to think a positive way. And I always says, "God bless America." I'm here. I'm very, very happy for my mind. 

[PA]: You mentioned being Muslim in a Hindu majority country. Before you left India, what what was it like for you being Muslim in Mumbai?

[MK]: Most of the people are good, but there is always a discrimination. You know? Discrimination always exist no matter which part of the world you go. But, there are some great people you meet where you always get the healings. And my thinking it's wrong, but it exists! So, I look forward, and I always think that somebody is watching you. If you do bad to somebody, no matter what, somebody is watching you. The third person is always there in this world. And no matter what you say, God, there is a justice. I always had a strong feeling about God with my positive attitude. When I came to America, I worked hard all the time and slowly, slowly I make it better for my parents, for my family and for myself.

I'm really happy here,  and I have a lot of-- You know when people come, they have a lot of achievements in their life. I did my part the best I can, in the positive way. Always work hard. And I'm here in front of you in a better shape. *laughs*

[PA]: *Laughs* When you were living in Mumbai, did you receive religious education? Did you go a masjid?

[MK]: I'm not orthodox at that time, but yeah, I do go to masjid, and I did try my best as I can, but sometimes you miss things sometimes. That's what the life is, you know. Like when I was in the job, it was a very commitment, but I tried to be a good human, a good Muslim, and a good human being. Always have a big faith in Allah. To be always sure gives me in the right direction. And always be faithful of Allah. No matter what, good or bad, you know, I had a big faith of Allah.

[PA]: What language or languages did you grow up speaking with your family?

[MK]: I grew up in a language called Kutchi. My parents used to talk Kutchi and I don't know, but I can at that time I never talked it because I know Hindi, but they talk it. So traditional language was Kutchi because they were born and raised in the village their father is called Kutch which is by the border of Pakistan at that time. And I belong to a caste called Khatri, which is at that time, half of them were Muslims and half were Hindus. So when the Mughals, these Rajas, Maharajas came, they converted a lot of people to Muslims. We were from that conversion from our father, grandfather, great great-grandfather. So my last name has mix of everything.

[PA]: Alright. Very good. Well, thank you. So, you were telling me about selling trying to sell toys door to door. 

[MK]: Yes, sir.

[PA]: That was in Mumbai?

[MK]: Mumbai, yes, sir.

[PA]: Yeah, probably was that the late 1980s, early 1990s?

[MK]: It was about 1986, '85. 

[PA]: Okay. 

[MK]: I was a young-- my hairs were black *both laugh.* I had the energy, I never thought that, you know that age, it was very different. And well I try to work hard, but nothing happens. If I was born and rich, I was know bought up in a good rich family with a silver spoon in my mouth, then it is a different story, story. But struggling is tough. Very tough life.

[PA]: So, you mentioned coming to the United States, May 8th, 1991, right?

[MK]: May 10th, 1991.

[PA]: Sorry, 10th, 1991. Tell us about your decision making up to the point of coming to the United States. What led to that decision to come here?

[MK]: Because in the back it was tough. And so I thought, let's go to America. And at that time, everybody has a says, you know, that America is the best country to go, and you can always achieve your dreams whenever you come here. After so many years I have been here, I am very thankful, and always think myself a blessed person to be an American citizen right now and still have my traditions. And, I feel like I'm a very happy and lucky person in this world, to be an American and to be working hard as usual in America.

[PA]: So May 1991, where did you come to originally in the United States?

[MK]: I came to first my landing was in New York and then I came to Chicago.

[PA]: Okay. How did you pick Chicago out of all the places you could come in the United States?

[MK]: I heard that one of my friend who was in the suburbs called Batavia, my father's buddy, he gave me the number. So, I had a tough time here also because everybody wants to get rid of me. But due to my strong and hardworking, I did a lot of odd jobs before: working in the store, working-- And then I finally drove a taxi, Fox Cabs in St. Charles.

[PA]: Okay. All right. Wow. So, you did odd jobs. You eventually started driving a taxi during that time period. Where did you live in the Chicago area?

[MK]: No, I used to live in the suburbs in St. Charles and Geneva.

[PA]: Okay, so you lived there.

[MK]: Then I moved to Chicago because people always tell me that, "Hey, you must drive a taxi in Chicago." The business is good. But the things are tough because it's lot of crime. At that time there were no cameras. At that time, so I started driving a taxi in Chicago.

[PA]: What was it like for you driving a taxi in the suburbs and in Chicago?

[MK]: When I came to Chicago, there was no GPS. And if somebody asked me, "Please take me to O'Hare," I stopped my taxi with another taxi. "Can you please tell me how do I go to O'Hare?" I know people get mad, but when you drive you will learn. Things are so easy now because of the Google and Apple and all kinds of maps which are available right now. At that time when I started things were different. People get mad, "You are a taxi driver, you don't know!" I would always learn when you deal with it. Because they only ask you the basic questions. You got to take an exam, I did take my exam, they did the fingerprinting and everything. But mostly in reality things are different.

Sometimes--the questions which are asked is, "How would you go from Water Tower to Wrigley Field?" But in reality, it's different. I was taught that when you take Wrigley Field, then you take Belmont Exit to Clark and then take Clark. But Clark is the slower street sometimes. So, in reality I would take Inner Lakeshore to Addison and then from there to Lakeshore.

So, there were a lot of things which were in reality was different. Because, lot of time the map shows shortcuts, but sometimes these diagonal streets you will stop a long time for the light to turn green. And the meter keeps on tickling. So, people get mad. When the car is moving faster, it gets cheaper. When the car is stopping, the meter keeps on running. 
So, everybody is different. The customers don't like to, you know, that time also, they don't like to wait, they like fastest way. So, I learn a lot. In my taxi life, I got robbed a lot of times, got pulled a gun a lot of times and very different experience. 

I remember at that time Richard M. Daley was the mayor and it was a different world for taxi because the car which I was driving there were no door locks. It was a Chevy Caprice, and you just had to be very careful, you know, of your surroundings. Because I didn't even have a phone at that time when I was driving, I remember I had a pager. And if I want to talk to somebody, I got to everywhere there used to be a 25¢, you know, the phones which were everywhere the pay phones, sometimes you got to push the phones to get your quarter back, sometimes the quarter gets stuck. So, that was at that time things were different. 

Sometimes I talk to the people about that, they say, "Oh man, how can--?" You know and then the phone even doesn't have a GPS. I remember I had a Motorola, the big cell phone which has a big antenna. And sometimes if I try to talk to India, was AT&T only. And they used to charge $3 to $4 a minute. Now things are different. Now I can see even if you pay like a $10 to the T-Mobile, you can talk unlimited, and even with the telephone card, and you get a lot of deals nowadays. Technology makes a lot of difference, but at that time things were not that advanced. And--

[PA]: What was it like for you to be, if I can ask this question, what was it like to be held at gunpoint? How did you respond to that?

[MK]: I, you know, I've been told that don't argue, give whatever you have. If you are safe, it will come back. Materials are gone; it's gone. You are safe. So, I said sometimes they just put the gun in my head and say, "Give me all your money." My phone, three times it was gone. And, you know lot of people at that time they don't wear mask, so it is hard to describe to the police station how the guy look like. So, some people look pretty much different, but it's hard to explain because at that time I had no camera. Eventually it was tough, but I always did make the police report. But at that time, I never got a--. 

I don't know, there was never a solution, but the crime was really bad, in lots of places, but some places are really, really great right now. Some places things are a lot better than before, I will say. Things at my time were little difficulty, but we get over with it. It was cheaper. I remember the gas price was 89¢, when I came. And I bought a car for $400, a used one. *both laugh* And the cigarette price was 99¢ at that time. And then I always say, "Wow, gas is filled with $8!" Now things are different. And, you know, times are changing, things are getting expensive, the groceries are getting expensive. I was so happy I can fill up $4 of food. I can go to even sometimes McDonald's and $2.99 and $3.99 meal and nowadays it's hard. So, I remember that time where-- 

Sometimes you say which time was better, this time or that time? But you know I was more relaxed at that time. I didn't make too much money, but I was more relaxed. I know I got lot of things, but, happiness, you know? As the time goes, flies, then you have to deal with the doctors. The more years to come the more the medicine goes more with the-- So it is interesting! My life has really been interesting. Sometimes I think like so many years have passed and it was great. I miss sometimes a lot of things; I remember a lot of things. And it's always a different world to me. 

A lot of people when I was in the taxi, asked me, "Why did you come to America?" And I say, "I came to America because to make my life better, better living." And some people were very discrimination to me. They said, "Why you go back?" So, a lot of times, some people I met like that, and some people I met who always say, "Nobody is from America. This country belongs to Red Indians." So there is somebody always here from somewhere. So you are part of the melting pot. So don't think negative. Sometimes it makes me upset, but some people I met that makes me stronger. But the life keeps on going, so many years have passed, so it was interesting question mark, and sometimes I answer to my own question. Do not think too much, just keep going. 

[PA]: So, what was it like for you adjusting to life in Chicago when you first got here in 1991?

[MK]: It was a different world. I was born and raised in a very social life, where if I tell my friend, "Hey, can we go to a movie?" He said, "Yeah, I am free, let's go." But here when I see people are very much hard working, and you know, social life is getting less day by day, and the workload of the average people is so high that, you know, it's like a timer of the world right now. You get up at 7, you got to go to work, then you might get a time for gym, then you had to go at this place, eat some food and your all day is pretty much done. Another day tomorrow. Social life is less here, but it's good. 

Different world, you know? Especially when I came to America, I had a lot of problem explaining to the English. I said, "Hey, I am going to order some pizza." Then I said "pid-zza." And when I learned in India, I said pizza spelling is P I Z Z A and this guy put D and Z and A. I said "Wow! Where is the D came from?" I got confused. "Hey, am going to order a pid-zza." I said "Pid-zza?" Then I said "Oh, says pizza here, so I will say pizza." So, I am used to it now. And then sometimes I talk to the people, "I am hanging in here, I am going to eat them." And sometimes 'them' becomes 'em', EM and TH is gone. I said, "I'm eatin'." Eatin'! Where is ING is gone? When I was born and raised, they think, "I'm eating." I'm eatin'! So, I changed myself, a lot. I learned a lot. I changed myself a lot. I had always tried to improve my English and go with the flow with the people. It was interesting. And I changed myself--sometimes I remember, "Oh, what I am saying? I am somewhat used to it now." 

But yes, I had sometimes, the accent I had was very bad at that time. People always say, "What are you saying?" I always, I remember I say, (in nasal, sing-song voice with emphasis on consonants) "I am going here right now, and I am coming back in ten minutes." Now I can say, (in smooth, softer tones) "I am going here right now, and I am coming back in ten minutes." So, it's lots of shocking. I improved a lot myself, and at least people can understand me now than before. But I always get shocks with these numbers, you know. And I improve a lot.

[PA]: How about the weather? What was it like adjusting to the weather?

[MK]: Adjusting to the weather was, you know, very tough at that time. I remember I was born and raised with 100 degrees, and I never had an air conditioner in my life, even I never had a fan in my room. But here now, after so many years, I feel more comfortable here than India, because so much used to it now, so much adjusted myself, my skin becomes more *laughing* used to it here than there. So, when I go there sometimes I say, "Oh shit it's so hot in here!" Then I said, "Hey you were born here!" But I am still not used to it, and now it's okay, you know? You can adjust to anything right now. I became like a water, you can put any kind of a color and become that kind of a color. So much used to it with everything now, nothing affects anymore to me. If somebody shout and bitches at me in my job, sometimes they do. But always keep your positive thinking.

Some have bad days, some people maybe had a fight with their wife or something, or some people you just had to keep cool to yourself and make things stronger. Because I remember Mahatma Gandhi always says, "Gun versus gun is not the answer." And arguing is never been a good thinking, because always there had to be somebody cool down to make things better. If both things will spark, it will be a fire. So I always kept myself cool, easy, and it's another day, things happens, good and bad, life is another day. It's challenging, but you will pass it. It's okay, with your good attitude. 

[PA]: Alright. You mentioned that you are married, where did you and your wife meet?

[MK]: We met--actually my father's arranged marriage. We had arranged marriage, traditional marriage. And then I brought her in America. And I had to teach her how to drive a car, I had to teach her English, she was not that fluent in it. So slowly, slowly she became a melting pot also. And it's nice.

[PA]: So your wife came with you in May 1991?

[MK]: No, I got married--honestly, I forgot the date. *Laughing* I'm very bad in keeping the track, but it was about sixteen years, I guess. 

[PA]: Ah, okay. Alright, so early, earlier in the 2000s?

[MK]: Yes, not exactly sure, but yeah, very bad in the date. After 55, the mind doesn't work that well. 

[PA]: *Laughs*

[MK]: And people say happy wife, happy life.

[PA]: Yes, yes they do.

[MK]: So my thinking is if my wife says in the middle of the night, "I see sunshine," I say "Yes ma'am, you're right."

[PA]: Okay, so you began living in the suburbs, but then you moved into Chicago. When you moved into Chicago, where did you live?

[MK]: I remember I used to live in few different different places. Like, I used to live in Sheridan and Pratt, and I always been a roommate with the people. We always divide, but there at that time the parking issue was there. So whenever I wake up, I always get a ticket outside. And my owners tells me, "Hey, this is a ticket you got to pay." And I end up paying a lot of tickets. I thought then I got to go somewhere where I can find a parking. (sound of rain begins in the background)

So I live in eleven, ten different different places at that time. And it was-- Always lived with a roommate and slowly they get married and they move with somebody and then other gets married, they move with somebody. So then I was thinking, "Man, you know every-- I had to cool down myself, get a married life. Single is okay, but you know there must be somebody who you can talk to, whom you can share with, whom you can always be there waiting for you." So, then I decided to get married and it was a good decision. My wife is-- I'm very happy with my wife and I'm glad she's here and we are having a great time all the time. 

[PA]: Alright. You mentioned that you're a US citizen. Please tell us what that was like, the process of becoming a citizen of the United States.

[MK]: It was great, and one of my-- happiest day of my life, when I took the oath and became a citizen, and called myself an American. And I'm very happy at that time and I'm still happy that I finally am an American citizen, paid my bills, filed my taxes. I do the best which I can. And I'm always think that I'm always a part of America and America.

[PA]: What what was the, what was it like for you studying for the citizenship test?

[MK]: At that time, it was only 100 questions. And 100 questions was like, you you got to know that 100 questions out of that they take your English test. So, since I went to the English school in India, English test was easy for me. And also I try to improve my accent so I can understand people easily. So, I passed the test and they sent me the date for the oath, and I took the oath and became a naturalized citizen. That was-- I was very happy. And I remember it was so cold at that time I went to the Federal Building and it was like minus something. I was like, "Oh shit!" But went to a great-- I didn't wear the jacket, I wear the suit and I didn't wear any jacket because I got to be in the proper attire. And I was on time and everything works out good. I was really very lucky and happy that day that I became American right now and part of the melting pot.

[PA]: I think I learned from our mutual acquaintance, Devalina Law, that you also drove trucks, right?

[MK]: Yes sir, I did.

[PA]: Okay. So please tell us about your transition from driving taxis to truck driving.

[MK]: One thing I noticed is safety. Because in the truck there is no passengers. So, you know, you have to go somewhere, and safety was more factor of driving a truck. I did for two years, but then it became really, really hard. I went out of States and my experience was tough because first thing was you got to eat junk food outside. Second thing was whenever we are on the electronic logging device. So, before our time ends, we got to find a place to sleep or find a truck stop or find a ramp. So, whenever I try to find a place at the truck stop, I never can find it because there are so many trucks. And then I end up taking a ramp and I slept. But then sometimes you got to think about the bathroom, you know.

It is hard sometimes, you know, I never feel like-- Then I try to park in the ramps and unfortunately, it was very very tough then you got to sleep, and the truck engine is on. Sometimes it is cold outside, we got to keep the engine running. Engine sometimes are, you know, with the old the trucks it keeps on like *heavy mechanical sound.* So it is hard to sleep in the engine running on and you eat the junk food. So, slowly after-- The money was great, no doubt. But then the health was going down. So, the time came, I decided myself, "Do I need money, or do I need health?". So, I choose health. I still kept my license in a good shape right now, but I am easy right now.

After 55 years you have no strength like a 20 year old or 21 year old. So when you go to the doctor visit, they say one more medicine is added now. So, your things are not that great as your age passes. So, then I decided to take it easy, and I am right now driving a limo. And pretty much with sometimes with the companies, or sometimes by my own. So all mix and match kind of a thing. 

[PA]: And I understand you have your own company.

[MK]: I did have my, I still have my own company. But just, I drive for myself and it's under the corporation, for the safety reasons.

[PA]: I see. Thank you. So, you mentioned, we've talked a little bit about your being Muslim in India. What's it been like to be Muslim in the United States, another country that's not a Muslim majority country?

[MK]: It's good. My experience here has always been great, you know, because people-- if you are--they don't care here too much. You know, always with respect here. They contribute and they are very respectful. Here, also I think that's why I say America is great and it's always been great. I do keep my religion also, I follow my religion, I believe in Allah. But I see very less discrimination here than compared to India. That is the truth.

[PA]: Do you have a masjid that you go to sometimes for Friday prayers?

[MK]: Yes sir, I go to Pratt and Western, which is very close to me and it's like a two-minute drive and there is always a parking available. I know a lot of people there since going all the time. So sometimes I socialize, talk with the people, so it's interesting, you know? Sometimes you meet different people, they have different aspects of the lives and it's interesting.

[PA]: So it sounds like you're fairly active in that masjid?

[MK]: Yes sir. It's not gone all the time but yes, whenever I get a chance, I go there.

[PA]: We're also curious with this interviewing project, are you connected or active with the larger Indian community in the Chicago area?

[MK]: Not too much. I know a lot of people, but I'm connected with some of the people I know and some friends, but I don't do any social work or anything because, my job is like sometimes for example, I'm going to pick up a person at the airport. Oh, when I read that, oh the flight is delayed another two hours. Sometimes the flight comes, oh it's not gated yet, one more hour. The passenger has a baggage, it's not ready yet, one more hour. So, it keeps up the timings. So because of that my job is to pick up that person, I don't know exactly what time I am going to pick him up, what time I am going to drop him. Sometimes I pick him in the right time, and I am going to the highway. Oh, there is an accident up ahead. I am stuck for thirty minutes, forty minutes. They close the road or because there is a construction going on. Right now from downtown to O'Hare takes a lot of time and from O'Hare to downtown takes a lot of times, and if you going to the South Suburbs from O'Hare to 294 South is lot of time. So, it gets easier in the night time, but it gets tough in there. So there is lots of things we can calculate and we contribute and we have to think about it. It says job is not easy, but you got to watch all these factors related to the job. But overall it's great. Safety-wise also it's better than taxi I would say. Right now, when crime is getting high all over the world, including America, and safety issues also exist also. Sometimes, you got to think about yourself which is safer for you.

[PA]: Thank you. And where we are in your home in the West Ridge community with a nice heavy rainstorm outside on summer afternoon. You don't live very far from Devon Avenue.

[MK]: Right. I go there to Devon Avenue. Sometimes you you get bored of eating the same food, sometimes I say to my wife, "Come let's go to this restaurant." So I don't need a car to drive down there. I can just walk, get some exercise also, and some chatting with my wife also, and we go lot of different places to eat. But mostly she prefers to eat vegetarian because she grew up in a vegetarian atmosphere. And I also respect her, so I don't eat too much meat. I eat vegetarian mostly in the house. Sometimes I do, like fish and stuff, but it's okay.

[PA]: Mhmm. Do you have favorite places that you like to go on Devon?

[MK]: I mostly go to the halal places. And as a Muslim, I try to be do the best part Mhmm. Also for Allah and myself. And my favorite places I go sometimes is Sabri Nihari. I like the Nehari but sometimes spices you feel eating too much, but sometimes the stomach get messed up. Yes. So it's okay once in a blue moon it's all good. 

[PA]: Mhmm. Mhmm. Okay. Let's see... Just thinking. Moving along. So as a Muslim in the United States, what what does your what does your faith mean to you?

[MK]: My faith means I truly believe in Allah. And my faith is do the best for your self and the (Muslim term), and do the best according to the teachings of Qur'an and prophet Muhammad (Muslim phrase). And do your best life and you will one day get the reward in the heaven. That is my true belief. 

[PA]: You mentioned learning, or, your family, your mom and dad spoke Kutchi. And then you also learned you grew up learning learning and speaking English and Hindu. Have you Hindi, excuse me. Have you learned Arabic along the way for a reading of the Qur'an? 

[MK]: I never know Arabic. I had some friends, but Arabic, I tried to learn, but I can read it, but I, I don't know that language. Though I have been to Dubai few times in my life, but when I went to Dubai I feel like there is everywhere people's talking Hindi, because there is a mixed good population of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Africa, Nigeria, Ghana. So even lot of people, they don't know Hindi there, but they know Hindi from other country people. I was very shocked, but then it's easy because everybody knows the language. Even if I go to any restaurants, you know, they all know the language. So Dubai is one of the places I love to travel sometimes, is very different and zero crime I would say.

[PA]: What takes you to Dubai?

[MK]: Just a couple of my good friends I was born and raised with, so I go there sometimes and chat with them for a couple of days. It is my good childhood friends, we both had some good days and the bad days, when things were very common. And it's always we still keep the friendship, and communicate through WhatsApp sometimes. But yeah, I always like to go and meet them sometimes. And also help them sometimes, God gave me some of the strength to help somebody. I'm always sugar for the, you know, blessed by the God, if I can help somebody. Allah.

[PA]: And have you ever, do you ever go back to Mumbai to visit family or friends?

[MK]: I do. 

[PA]: Okay. 

[MK]: Most probably every year or two years I always go.

[PA]: Ah, okay.

[MK]: It's interesting, know. I always, I never miss the place which I was born and raised. And I always go there, sit down sometimes, with my patience and sometimes I dream about my past. It's things I never forget, which will be in my questions of my life. The way I was born and raised, I never forget that, you know? Whatever it is, good or bad, but this is like, you know. I always think I life is like a train, people come, your time comes, you will go. Some people become a memory; some people become a question mark. But when the time goes by, you remember a lot of things of your mistakes you did. A lot of things you laughed at. A lot of things you memorized. And a lot of stupid mistakes you did in the life. You know, I remember when I was a child, I used to give-- I liked a girl in the school. I gave her the flower and she slapped me so bad. And sometimes I remember what a stupid I was, you know, and gave I her another flower again, because my friend told me first slap means love. Second slap, she will still notice you and one day she gave up. So, five days in a row, I gave flowers and five days I got the slap. And the fifth day was five slaps. So, I still remember the stupidities I did in my life, and it is interesting you know, it is very interesting. 

[PA]: For sure. What is it like for you to go back to Mumbai, a place where you described having a lot of struggle there?

[MK]: I will never forget, whenever I go there, I feel my childhood came back. Sometimes you feel like being a child when you are 55 also. And it's interesting because I will never forget the place where I was born and raised. I still keep my tradition and culture, and I still meet my friends. I know they are married now. Now they became the grandfather. Some people having a tough time, some people having millionaires right now. So it is interesting, but yeah, I always try to keep in touch with all the childhood buddies which I had, who helped me in my bad times when I had nothing in my pocket. And I never asked for money from anybody, but always feel like I got to do something in my life. And that's why I said always God bless America and (Muslim phrases) for the grace of Allah who gave me everything. 

[PA]: You mentioned that your sister and parents are deceased. Has your brother ever come to visit you in Chicago?

[MK]: No, he looks like me pretty much, but know once he got a family, he said, "What I am going to do there?"

[PA]: Ah, okay.

[MK]: So, he is happy in his whole life. He got two kids, wife living there, he is busy, come back home. He said, "At this age what I am going to do here?" You know so he said, "I am happy here." So sometimes happiness is everything, because after a certain time people say you choose money or you choose happiness. Some people choose happiness, he says "I made a little bit, but I'm happy. I'm happy."

[PA]: You mentioned at the beginning being from a specific caste that was related to your parents and where they were from. What what was it like for you growing up in India and living in Mumbai in that specific caste?

[MK]: At that time, discrimination was there, but not too much. Slowly, slowly the time flies, I can see right now in present there is lots of discrimination going on. Right now, I am watching the news of Mumbai, and they are saying that if you cannot speak Marathi language, you are not entitled to live in Mumbai. So many people are coming from all over the world, like all over the States. They work in Mumbai and if they don't know local language and they are trying to loot the shops like you know like damage the shops and they say put the sign here Marathi. So, things are getting bad and at that time was different. Everybody says now all these politics are too much, which is making the whole country messed up in India.

[PA]: Yes, so that must be partially related to the BJP party

[MK]: Pretty much all politics. 

[PA]: Okay, alright, and the leadership there now. Okay. Do you see-- the caste system that you experienced in Mumbai, do you find that it happens here as well in the Indian community?

[MK]: Less. It still exists, but it's less. But not to the extreme level, where India still there is a caste system, where if you don't get married to another youth caste, they will mess up your life, may be in danger. But it doesn't exist here in America and it's less. And here there are the strict laws where everybody has to follow, and there sometimes they cannot do anything about it.

[PA]: We're just about at the end. One of the last questions. For you, at your age, and you've made several references to being the age that you are born in 1968, what do you hope for your own future living here on the North Side of Chicago?

[MK]: My wife loves it, because she always can buy the groceries and people say happy wife, happy life. So even if I don't like it, I am stuck all my life here. That is the good part and plus the masjid is not too far from me and I go there few times and groceries are there and I became a good I made some good friends around me, so I don't feel like moving anywhere. 'Til life I don't know! Because life is always sometimes you don't know what happens. Sometimes it might, job makes you move somewhere, sometimes it is better for me, but you don't know, because the more we think about the more we get, "Oh let's see what happens," you know? So I never thought I'm going to be in America, but here I am.

So you don't know where the life takes you. But right now, I'm happy. And I'm satisfied. I can say and I don't know how long I am going to live, but happiness is more comfortable living than the money. That is what I think.

[PA]: Alright, sir those are all questions I have for you, thank you very much.

[MK]: And I would like to also tell the new generation, don't go for money, go for satisfaction and happiness. Because sometimes you might get a job which pays you more money. But if you are not happy, if you don't get the things you want, don't go for it. Make less, be happy. And that is the truth of life.

[PA]: Alright. I was going to ask if you have any last questions that you would like or anything else you would like to talk about before I turn off the recorder and and end the interview?

[MK]: Be happy. Be strong. Don't give up anything. And be like a challenger. Face every challenge in the life, but don't give up. Because we are human beings, we make mistakes, and you learn from the mistakes and makes it more stronger. And don't give give up. And just fight whatever it is in a good way and be strong. That's the only thing I want to say. 

[PA]: Alright, thank you very much sir, I really appreciate it.
