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[JITESH JAGGI]: This is Jitesh Jaggi from the National Indo American Museum. Today, I am interviewing very glad to interview Mrs. Mohinder Bedi-ji. We are doing this interview in Naperville at the senior center. Welcome! What is your full name?

[MOHINDER BEDI]: Mohinder Kaur Bedi.

[JJ]: Mohinder-ji, where were you born and what year?

[MB]: I was born in Punjab, Sargodha.

[JJ]: Is that city, is that a town, village?

[MB]: This is city, but now it is in Pakistan.

[JJ]: Oh, Pakistan. Yes. What year were you--

[MB]: 1941, 06/21/41.

[JJ]: So, 6 years before the independence. When you were born in Sargodha.

[MB]: Yes, yes.

[JJ]: How long were you in Sargodha?

[MB]: I came 1947 in India. Yes.

[JJ]: And do you remember anything from that journey?

[MB]: No no not I remember but I remember when my father was in Shimla. He he is posting to Shimla. Then Mahatma Gandhi was died that time only. I remember that 1.

[JJ]: You remember when he died?

[MB]: Yes, yes.

[JJ]: That must be a very, like, serious.

[MB]: Yes, yes. Because that day, government tell no will be chulha.

[JJ]: Yes. No food

[MB]: No food.

[JJ]: Yes. 

[MB]: Everything is closed. Closes, everything is good.

[JJ]: So what was your, what's your father's and mother's name and what did they do?

[MB]: Sant Singh Sodhi. 

[JJ]: Sant Singh Sodhi. And your mother?

[MB]: Gurudev Kaur. Gurudev Kaur Sodhi.

[JJ]: Did your siblings get along, brothers and sisters?

[MB]: Yeah, I have 4 brothers and 7 sisters.

[JJ]: 7 sisters?

[MB]: Yes.

[JJ]: Big family?

[MB]: Yes, big family, but my half family is in army.

[JJ]: In army, yes.

[MB]: My 2 brother and fourth brother-in-law all are in army.

[JJ]: Wow, Indian army.

[MB]: Indian army.

[JJ]: And what number were you in the 4 brothers and sister?

[MB]: The youngest. You are the youngest? 10 is no more.

[JJ]: Wow, yes you are the one?

[MB]: Youngest.

[JJ]: So you are the eleventh, twelfth?

[MB]: Yes, yes eleventh.

[JJ]: Eleventh, wow. What is it like being the youngest kid in a big house?

[MB]: I am very naughty. Playing Kabaddi, football, everything, hockey. I know everything. Climb the trees because army blood. Yes.

[JJ]: And what was your, what did your dad do? Your father?

[MB]: He was in army?

[JJ]: Yes. What's yours, what does yours do?

[MB]: He's a Colonel.

[JJ]: So what was your relationship with your father like?

[MB]: He's so sweet. He loves me too much. Because I'm a youngest, so he love me too much.

[JJ]: I see.

[MB]: When I was small, then he died. Because I'm youngest.

[JJ]: Yeah, how old were you when he passed away ?

[MB]: I think so, 13, 14.

[JJ]: Very young.

[MB]: Yes, yes, yes. Because my sister’s children and me are same. My sister's son is 6 months younger.

[JJ]: And you will be his aunt. His Maasi.

[MB]: I am Maasi.

[JJ]: That's funny.

[MB]: If I talk about Canada, my sister's son lives there. I can even show you a picture of my second sister's son. She told her song in law that her aunt is coming. The son in law saw me and said, "If this is Maasi then what are you?" He looked so old, but I look very young. So this is Maasi."

[JJ]: Okay, and what was your relationship with your mother like?

[MB]: Don't talk about relationships in my house. So much love, so much. My husband died early. But I always have three daughters and a son, and after that, I live with my son. But at my house, 50 people came with me to a Bombay program. Everyone is there at weddings. We have a very good relationship. I still have a good relationship with my children too. Now, I get calls every week from everyone; my brother's son, my sister's son, their grandchildren. They love me too much.

[JJ]: So, how was your upbringing? A big joint family.

[MB]: Very, very nice. Joint family means I was young . But in the army, military men, servants in  Delhi. So, I live like a king boss.

[JJ]: So, how was your time in Shimla?

[MB]: Very good. He was there for two years. Then he came to Meerut. Then after Saharanpur. I studied in UP. My studies is in Meerut in UP also. Both are UP. So, my study is there.

[JJ]: Okay, school is there? Yes. So, how are you as a student?

[MB]: I got married 18 years old. Then after marriage, I did a teacher training. Yes.

[JJ]: In Bombay. And for college, you study?

[MB]: DAV college in Saharanpur. Then after that, I did B.Ed in Bombay.

[JJ]: Okay, in Bombay?

[MB]: Yes,

[JJ]: And that's after

[MB]: Saharanpur, that's in Santa Cruz, right?

[JJ]: No. Okay. So, you got married at 18, you said?

[MB]: Yes, 61.

[JJ]: Wow, and how did you find? How did they find your husband?

[MB]: My sister relation is there.

[JJ]: Okay.

[MB]: So she came to Bombay and saw, then she liked him. Okay. So he told my father, she told my father. Then.

[JJ]: In Bombay?

[MB]: Yes. I am in Saharanpur. Okay. My sister goes to the Bombay. Okay.

And saw my husband. He likes everything. Right. Then he told my father

[JJ]: Then. Okay. Did you get to see him before marriage?

[MB]: No. When he came to Delhi, saw me. Then I also saw him.

[JJ]: Yeah, did you get to talk to each other?

[MB]: Not too much. I mean, only seen.

[JJ]: Okay.

[MB]: My sister-in-law also came here and then she talked to me.

[JJ]: So, was it scary to marry somebody you haven’t spoken to?

[MB]: No no no.

[JJ]: You just trusted your sister?

[MB]: The blood of army men is not scary.

[JJ]: Oh my god, so at 18 so you move from Saharanpur to Bombay. Ok, where in Bombay do you move?

[MB]: First time we are in Koliwada, 2 years, then Santa Cruz then Pali Hill.

[JJ]: Ok, then Pali Hill.

[MB]: Yeah, Pali Hill.

[JJ]: In Bandra?

[MB]: Bandra, Pali Hill best.

[JJ]: And what is your what's his name? Your husband's name and what did he do?

[MB]: He was in the reserve bank. RBI. RBI. What's his name? And Mukhsmen Singh Bedi, M U K H S -men Singh Bedi.

[JJ]: Okay. So he was in RBI. 

[MB]: Yes. 

[JJ]: What was your relationship with your husband, like?

[MB]: Very nice, very good. As a friend, friendly. We go. Any meeting with Reserve Bank, he told, "My wife will come with me."

[JJ]: Really?

[MB]: I always with company. Yeah, just like as a friend.

[JJ]: So there was, like, he was, like, a very, like, kind person? 

[MB]: Yeah, yeah. He’s so kind. I told you, when the driver dropped him. He came, he, my husband told him, "Sit and I make tea." and give him. Driver is in office, not at all.

[JJ]: He's the kind of person who takes care of people around him?

[MB]: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

[JJ]: Even strangers.

[MB]: Yes. He's very.

[JJ]: Did you have kids?

[MB]: Yes. I have 3 daughters and 1 son. Son is youngest. I live with him only.

[JJ]: Okay. So, what did you do after B.Ed?

[MB]: I didn't do anything.

[JJ]: You didn't take a job or?

[MB]: No no no, my don't my husband doesn't like me to go to the job and my mother in law also is with me.

[JJ]: Okay.

[MB]: So, in 81, I told you my cousin, my husband cousin came Guru Nanak school chairman. She told me, come, then I will join in 81.

[JJ]: In 81 you joined Guru Nanak college?

[MB]: Yes, school, school. Guru Nanak school. Yes.

[JJ]: And how many years did you teach?

[MB]: 18 year, 18 years, because I didn’t do 20 year, I didn’t get a pension.

[JJ]: Right?

[MB]: 99 I retired.

[JJ]: In 99.

[MB]: 2000. In 2000 I got, my son got married. I am alone, so my son came for job here. Then I came with him.

[JJ]: Okay. So what was it like to teach as a teacher?

[MB]: As a friendly. I never told that I was the principal, but I was as a family. As a principal, not just a teacher. No, we eat lunch together everybody. As a 1 family, just like family.

[JJ]: So did you get started as a teacher and get promoted as a principal?

[MB]: Yeah, as a first beginning teacher. Teacher, then after 2 year.

[JJ]: What did you teach? What subject, any subject? 

[MB]: Hindi, Punjabi. Yeah.

[JJ]: And did you like being a teacher?

[MB]: Yeah, yeah, yeah, very much. I liked it even when I was a teacher, even when I was the principal. I liked it.

[JJ]: What kind of principal were you? Were you strict or not?

[MB]: I'll tell you. What was the principle work? If the teacher is late, you put a red mark. So if the teacher is late today, I just look at the watch. And they understand that they're late.

[JJ]: Warning is given.

[MB]: I just treated them with love like this.

[JJ]: So, was your upbringing also such that you're strict?

[MB]: No, no, there's no strict family member in my house.

[JJ]: Well, because people who aren't in the military think that military families are very disciplinary.

[MB]: It is. No, the rules and regulations are very strict. The rest are not that strict, they are punctual about time. Okay. Even now, if I have to go anywhere at two o'clock, I never delay it beyond two or five minutes.

Sincereness, punctuality of timing, discipline.

[JJ]: So did anyone follow any religion? No. Hinduism or Sikhism?

[MB]: No no no no, I believe in all religions. All are equal. Just look, I've just tied this turban and I've just started singing bhajans.

[JJ]: Okay. I saw that outside.

[MB]: Yes, yes, I saw him. Look, he's wearing a headgear, isn't he?

[JJ]: Yes, sir. So you used to go to the temple and the gurudwara too?

[MB]: I go everywhere. I go to the temple, I go to the mosque, even the church in Mahim.

[JJ]: Yes,

[MB]: I go there too. So, a mosque was built here at 248. I went there too when this inauguration was taking place.

[JJ]: Okay. So where did this secularism of yours come from?

[MB]: Because the army says there is no religion. One thing is that everyone is equal. Our Guru Nanak Dev Ji also says the same. We are equal. We have different religions.

God is one. So

[JJ]: From being the principal and then you had children etc. So, who took care of them, your mother-in-law?

[MB]: My mother-in-law. She was very nice, very nice. She is nice.

[JJ]: So, you had time for your children? Because being a principal, it's a very big duty.

[MB]: Yes. But they had grown up by then. They weren’t that young then. Yes, my son was young. Okay.

He was seven or eight years old. Then my husband died. He was only nine years old.

[JJ]: Okay, okay.

[MB]: Yeah, very young

[JJ]: Okay. So, what was your relationship like with the kids?

[MB]: He's like a friend. I got a call from my daughter at seven in the morning.

[JJ]: Okay, he's your friend too.

[MB]: I have a daughter who lives in Bombay. In Andheri. Bhagat Singh Society.

[JJ]: No, over there. Okay.

[MB]: So one is in San Diego.

[JJ]: Yes.

[MB]: And one here in Wisconsin.

[JJ]: In Wisconsin, and your son?

[MB]: It was in Naperville. Okay.

[JJ]: So did you face any challenges in India, or did you have any such struggles in India?

[MB]: No. Nothing, nothing.

[JJ]: Everything went smoothly.

[MB]: Absolutely, absolutely properly.

[JJ]: So you said that Mukhmail Singh-ji’s death happened early on

[MB]: Actually, the company car came on the second day of Diwali, and my house is on a zigzag road. While getting off the zigzag road, he twisted his foot. So, he got injured in this, so the doctor applied the plaster wrongly. He suffered a heart attack later.

[JJ]: In which year?

[MB]: The one who did this in 1983.

[JJ]: In '83. He was still young.

[MB]: We were young, very young.

[JJ]: So how did you manage to handle that? You were a young bride then.

[MB]: I was young too. I was 37. But I used to work, and my husband started trading the share market. Can anyone do a share market like me? Even the Gujaratis are left behind in the share market.

Properties, share market, there's no shortage of money, even now we’re a millionaire like that.

[JJ]: So you start from that time.

[MB]: Yes, just like mine, but the thing is, all our buildings are owned by the Reserve Bank. So, the kids there said, Aunty, come, let us teach you how to do the share market, they all set it up.

[JJ]: So you learned from those kids.

[MB]: Because I didn't even know how to write a check. My husband was sent to Delhi a year ago. Look what God was playing with me! When I went there, a dividend check came. My husband said, "At least deposit it at the bank," I said, "I don't know how to deposit a dividend check, how to deposit it in the bank." I learned a year ago how to fill out a dividend check and how to deposit it in the bank.

[MB]: Yes, my husband was there. Okay. He went to Delhi. Things weren't going well with his sister at the Reserve Bank, so he was there. My husband was very simple.

I went there, so I didn't introduce myself to anyone. You’re like my son that’s why I’m telling you everything. I said, at least let me say hi. 

He said, if we can get the dinner ready, I can get ready from the person who sanctions the loan ward. People here in Delhi are like this. That's why I didn't meet anyone. He comes here like it’s for weddings. In Bombay, we used to attend even weddings in these outfits.

So, God sent him for a year so that I could get some training. After his death, I knew a guy named George, and this is my house in Pali Hill. I have rented it out. So what's his name? I've put everything in my son's name. I don't have anything in my name here.

So, they had a few Telangs. There were a couple of adults, a couple of kids. Everyone said, “Aunty, we'll teach you how to do it.” There was Mr Talwar as well.

So, that's how it was. Not very often, I'm still in crime, but if I feel like it, I sleep at Bhatia Sahib's house for two or three days and feel like it's my own home. There's the sea right in front of my house.

[JJ]: Okay, yes, Bhabhi is here now.

[MB]: So that's why.

[JJ]: So, I still feel like it must have been a time of struggle.

[MB]: No, struggle is necessary.

[JJ]: It must have been a time of sadness because.

[MB]: No, then I forgot the responsibilities I had.

[JJ]: Okay.

[MB]: I trained my elder daughter for job, and the second one did her B.Com from a national college for marriage. I got my son to study engineering. So, my only aim was to make my children successful.

[JJ]: Okay, so you started working? 

[MB]: I just have to do my duty for the children. Whatever has to be done, it has to be done. So, where I lived, I was scared because I had three daughters. What if one of them got hurt? 

[JJ]: So, what was the children's reaction when their daddy passed away?

[MB]: He was leaving, but the eldest daughter was a little older, so what could he say?

[JJ]: Can you? So, how did you support them? From each other, from you, from anyone else?

[MB]: My children were with me throughout my life, until my mother-in-law, who had only one son, died six months later. I had to take care of him too, but I didn't. He would tell my daughters that their mother was sad and she would come to take care of her.
My mother-in-law was like that.

[MB]: He was also supportive, so take care of him. My mother

[JJ]: He was like that. He was also supportive. A very good family.

[MB]: My children, I mean, everyone from my entire bank account is my friend. My son was young. This kind of thing.

[JJ]: Yes. So when did you come to America?

[MB]: In 2000, that's 25 years. 

[JJ]: When did you retire?

[MB]: Yes, I got married in June of 2000, because he was coming home from work. I went to several hotels here and they said, "Hey, you're from the wedding party," and he said, "My engagement is called, then I'll get married here." I got married on June 4th, and he came here on the 20th. Then he got married, so he came back in July. But my daughter's son used to go to Bombay to visit me every Sunday.

We had holidays in May and June. So he had a ticket for August 15th, so I came here in August.

[JJ]: So, are you going to live here with your son?

[MB]: I live here with my son.

[JJ]: So until then, because by 2000, all three of your daughters were married?

[MB]: Yes, sir. So you lived alone. No, I lived with my son. And then I lived with my son there too.

[JJ]: Okay, okay. You lived with your son until '99, so then--

[MB]: When he came, all my daughters asked, "In case Momma didn't get the visa? Then I won't go," my son said.

[JJ]: If you hadn't had a visa.

[MB]: In '98, my daughter lived here in Chicago. I came to visit her for two months. It appeared on paper that the USA was giving them a ten-year visa six or five years ago. Sorry, so I came back with them.

[JJ]: So now it's two years

[MB]: --Otherwise my son wouldn't have come. He was already working in technology there. They sent me here. Okay. I was younger for two years, then I spent 23 years here.

[JJ]: Okay. So, you've been with your son for the last 25 years?

[MB]: Yes, with my son.

[JJ]: So, how does it feel to be here now, living with your son?

[MB]: After God, my son is my only friend. Very good. Not a single thing.

[JJ]: The youngest--

[MB]: Also. No, he's seen his mother struggle.

[JJ]: He's seen it since he was a little boy.

[MB]: That's it.

[JJ]: Does he even remember the old days?

[MB]: So, all the time, friend. You're my son, right? I'm telling you this. Until the kids got married, in my dreams my husband would be on the hill like Guru Nanak Dev Ji's dress. Wearing a karamandal in his hand, he'd be going.

And he would tell me, "I see you empty-handed, how do you manage every day? You come home empty-handed. You'll never run out of money." I wouldn't have believed this before, but it's happened to me now, since I got my son married, it's as if he's found peace. He hasn't come since.

[JJ]: Meaning, coming in dreams?

[MB]: Always. He would say, "I see you empty-handed, how are you managing?" People used to say, "All these Hazarewal people would come and say, 'Sell,' and they would say, 'Marriage doesn't come like you're doing.'” Because I sold ITC shares in the stock market for a hundred rupees, three thousand each. I have Reliance, ITC, Gwalior, big companies.

[JJ]: There's no shortage, right?

[MB]: No, no, there's never been a shortage of money. I haven't had any. Never

[JJ]: Because it becomes a struggle for you.

[MB]: No.

[JJ]: If there was a shortage of money after your husband left--

[MB]: Yes. Right? And all that source was available at his place.

[JJ]: Yes. That's good. That's good. So when you came here in 2000 or even before that, what did you find most different here compared to when you first came to America? What did you find different about being here?

[MB]: It didn't feel any different. Well, from that, everyone used to say, "Where do you say this? We didn't feel any difference, because it didn't matter to me. Why, look at my family, there's a military house there, one house is different from here, and in Bombay, I'm on a job with more people. So, the same thing here. I used to go back and sit on the ground, talking to white people and everything in English. “Hey, do this.” So, I--

[JJ]: No, that's a different calculation, isn't it? Like in Bombay, when you were there, people's houses are always open. You go to another house next door.

[MB]: Yes.

[JJ]: Don't you feel lonely here?

[MB]: No, I don't. I'm more interested in computers and such. So, I used to know computers and such.

[JJ]: So, that's why.

[MB]: So that's why

[JJ]: Friend, your place.

[MB]: Yes, yes, mine is completely different.

[JJ]: Because when I interview many other people here, and other elders, they tell me that they feel a little empty after coming here.

[MB]: No, I don't feel anything. Because I keep myself busy, like cooking in the kitchen and cooking for the kids. When I first came, I told my daughter-in-law to teach me how to use computers, and she taught me how to use email. Then, sometimes, my daughter-in-law tells her office staff to get all the news, or else they'll tell them, “Call my mother-in-law”. I'm still in the same situation.

[JJ]: Okay. Yes, right now.

[MB]: I come here two days a week. Monday and Wednesday, we're in groups of eight, ten, or nine, and we play cards. 

[JJ]: Okay. How do you keep yourself busy? So, have you kept yourself busy since the beginning?

[MB]: I've kept busy. Not then, I didn't have to work hard here or there, but I kept myself busy.

[JJ]: So, it never felt like that because you had just retired. 

[MB]: Now that I've never felt like I'm not sure what to do—

[JJ]: Because you're the principal all day.

[MB]: I said, I told my son that it's called a job, they said “You raised us well. We're ready to give you whatever happiness you want, but you won't work.” My two daughters also lived here, they would come over, and their children would come over for holidays. So, some grandchildren would come over. I felt like I didn't feel that way, it was up to me to keep it. I had never felt lonely, more lonely there than here than Bombay

[JJ]: You've made struggle mean something like that.

[MB]: Yes, I, I, yes, that's it.

[JJ]: So, how do you stay in touch with your daughters?

[MB]: They all call every other day. The one from Bombay calls almost every day. They talk to everyone. I was in DC last June, my grandson was getting married, so they all gathered. I was in Denver last week for a wedding. I was there. So--

[JJ]: Do you ever get to see your daughter in the US?

[MB]: Yes, they keep coming. These Wisconsinites meet me once a month.

[JJ]: Yes, close.

[MB]: Yes. So, she also went there for three years. In DC. She spent 28 years here. So she keeps talking, we meet. I visit once a year.

[JJ]: And your grandson is--

[MB]: That too? Absolutely, absolutely, absolutely. My Bombay friend has a granddaughter and a grandson. They're both married.

[JJ]: Both of them are married?

[MB]: Yes, one is in Singapore. So this other son got married in June and is in DC. Right? And the other one just got married, the older daughter's son just got married and got married in Denver. So her daughter's engagement is in October of next year.

She has two children. She also has two children and the one who lives in DC lives here in Wisconsin. She only has one son. He's a doctor. His wife, who is a nursing class senior, also moved here to Miami last month.

So my youngest is in college, and my daughter is in ninth grade. My son's sons. The other daughters' children are all married.

[JJ]: Your new family is quite big. So do you ever get to stay in touch with your brother and sister?

[MB]: Right now, no one is there. Everyone's gone. But we’re in touch with their children.

[JJ]: In India?

[MB]: They're in India, also in Canada, and here.

[JJ]: So, do you ever get to go to India?

[MB]: I used to go every year. But last year, it was the same story about my daughter from Bombay. So, she suddenly came and I was lying on the bed, half my body was on the bed, half my body was on the floor, unconscious. I didn't regain consciousness for three hours. So, the kids are still scared, Mummy told me this year. Because they know everything about medicine here. Because I have a lot of problems. I had a heart attack here. At the center. My son wasn't here either. My daughter-in-law was on a plane to India. But Brijesh was the manager here. He helped me a lot. He just opened Love and Care. He's also my son, but he worked no less than my son. He took great care of me. So the attack happened here. There are many difficulties here. 

[JJ]: What has your medical struggle been? Over the years?

[MB]: Okay, the medical treatment is very good. But there are a lot of difficulties. I went to the heart treatment yesterday as well.

[JJ]: What are your main problems? Are they heart problems?

[MB]: There's heart problems, diabetes. *gestures to medications*

[JJ]: What's that? 

[MB]: Blood pressure, thyroid, and a gallbladder removal. A lot has happened.

[JJ]: How do you manage?

[MB]: By laughing. No one to cry with. Music in happiness, everyone, and company in sadness. So everyone says this when they see you, how can you be sick?

[JJ]: I was also going to say the same thing, that no one would think you’re sick when they see you.

[MB]: No one would say that.

[JJ]: Because you're still quite old. What's 80, what age are you?

[MB]: 84.

[JJ]: 84. 

[MB]: It makes you feel like it. By the way, it's two years older. I was born in ‘43.

[JJ]: Okay. But still, you, like here. But you dance, don't you, elder one? Do you dance too?

[MB]: Yes

[JJ]: You? You do a lot here. 

[MB]: Here in activities and so on. I do all the work in this world. Look, he's dressed as Lord Krishna.

[JJ]: So, are you enjoying the activities?

[MB]: Very, very, very much. This is me. *shows a photograph*

[JJ]: Funny photo. So when did you join this center?

[MB]: It's been fourteen years. Only when I became a citizen.

[JJ]: Since--Okay.

[MB]: I don't use this name, it’s Marathi. I do all the work.

[JJ]: So, now you’re active here too.

[MB]: You became active here after coming here.

[JJ]: Okay, so you only come here for two days.

[MB]: Yes, I only come here for two days. Not much.

[JJ]: Okay, okay, the rest of the days you're talking about your second point.

[MB]: I keep myself busy. Look at this. I did "Jeena Ya Mare" in Divan.

[JJ]: I did theater.

[MB]: Yes. Besides, that was Santosh Kumar's husband's, he liked Rajkumar, then I did. I do a lot of things. I go to Gwalior, I dance.

[JJ]: Stay busy.

[MB]: Yes, she just went to this wedding, so she did it. She did a lot. Look, this Dandiya dance yesterday.

[JJ]: I did. There's still a Navratri celebration here. It's going on, isn't it?

[MB]: A little bit.

[JJ]: So, you have an active lifestyle.

[MB]: Yes, yes, no, I stay active. Keeps me active

[JJ]: Yes. So do you ever miss India?

[MB]: I did this dance.

[JJ]: Do you ever miss India?

[MB]: I do, I do. Naturally, it comes up, but not so much as if it's a big deal that I have to go. I always go for a week or ten days, but never for more than two weeks.

[JJ]: So what do you miss now?

[MB]: I've been going to Delhi for two weeks now. I definitely go to see the Amritsar shrine.

[JJ]: Okay, okay. So, what do you miss most about India?

[MB]: Nothing special, sir.

[JJ]: So, you mean, you can find everything here?

[MB]: Everything is available here. When you get it here. Actually, the kids take care of you, so you forget everything. Because you'll only remember when you're not cared for here. Like, just yesterday, I was admitted to the hospital for five hours, leaving a lot of work to get my tests done. If anything happens, my throat gets blocked. I have to go to emergency. They open this pipe. I can't eat, everyone knows what I eat. I eat just a little, it's fine. That's it. There are big problems, but what can one do?

[JJ]: But you still try to manage it all.

[MB]: I do. Yes, so crying doesn't help, then. Everything in the medical field is the same here. The children care for me. So why would you miss anything? If you're facing some hardship, you'll definitely miss it.

[JJ]: Okay, everything else is fine. Your life is so fulfilling now.

[MB]: Yes, so people here are calling and saying, "You came here to cry, not to cry." She's talking about policy, "First, show me your face, then what will you wear? Do you come looking so beautiful?" I heard. I said, "Look, close your eyes. Even such expensive clothes will get damaged. I won't wear them here. I don't go there. Three years ago, I used to go everywhere with the children.

But now, I don't have balance, my eyesight is poor. So, that's why I don't want to bother the children." The kids will tell you to invite your friends, buy cards, and order food. Eat, play games until 11 p.m. My kids are like that. So, no problem.

[JJ]: So, like other people who come here who struggle, can't speak English. Yes, etc., etc. What do you think about them? Like, do you ever help them here now?

[MB]: No, I told you from the beginning that I would teach. I said no because I stay in bed for so many days, so many days. Because of me, I don't want anybody to suffer. That's the thing. So

[JJ]: You've seen so much struggle, like your husband passed away early and you've had other struggles, like medical struggles and so on. Yet, you've maintained a completely positive attitude. So, what advice would you give to Indian Americans who have come here from India and might feel empty or are feeling unwell? Do you have any advice for them?

[MB]: The advice is to keep yourself busy. Maintain friendships. If you keep yourself busy at some point in the month, you'll never be troubled.

[JJ]: Yes.

[MB]: It's so advanced now, learn a little bit about the computer. Play games on it. Play some games. You'll pass your time. You won't be bored. 

[JJ]: That's the thing. I was telling you that you went to Pakistan too.

[MB]: Yes, I was there three years ago for a Nanak birthday party.

[JJ]: Okay, okay. So, you were born in Pakistan, so did you go to see your ancestral lineage?

[MB]: Were you there? The bus driver took you, that's Hazarewal

[JJ]: So, that's Hazarewal.

[MB]: Haridwar Punjab Sahib is in Haripur Rajar, right? So, they took you to all the Gurudwaras of Punjab Sahib there, and the hotel I stayed in was a 5-star hotel. Rotis had to be made without chili for “Sargode Wali Mata Ji”, because I can't eat chili. I can't imagine how much care the Pakistanis showed. So much respect. These politicians treat each other poorly, but these guys are so nice.

[JJ]: I was going to ask you the next question: there's a lot of politics going on in India about religion.

[MB]: Or, but there, But the general public has great respect for me.

[MB]: My daughter bought something, and I went with her that Sunday, God, there was a group of twenty here, we had a private group of twenty or forty. So that lady said, no, you're in our country, I'll get it for you. She paid for us, so many people are good. And my food, we were on a ten-day tour. The hotel staff served me breakfast without chili. Who even cooks for me without chili in the evening? I paid so much attention. They say, "I don't know what these politicians do? We have nothing to hate." The doctor I saw yesterday was from Lahore. He had a heart specialization.

[JJ]: Okay. In this interview, I also want to say that I was raised in Sion Koliwada in Bombay, and we also belong to the Hazarewala community. So, I've always been curious about where my people came from? Where did my ancestors come from? Where did my--

[MB]: Because in Koliwada, there's the entire Haripur Hazar and those Chachi people.

[JJ]: Yes. So, all of this is from Hazarewal?

[MB]: Haripur is from Hazare, Punjab sir, and I have another one, Jhelum district, Haripur of Sodhis.

[JJ]: So, from Haripur of Hazare?

[MB]: Yes, it has to be Haripur.

[JJ]: Okay, Haripur is from Hazare. I'll also consider going there sometime.

[MB]: No, I've been to Kartarpur, and what a great place to visit to see the Gurudwara. When you go to Amritsar, they issue you a visa right away, and you go there in the morning and get back at three o'clock. If you ever go to India, definitely do that.

[JJ]: Yes, it's quite close.

[MB]: So. No, my kids just went with us last year, and my grandson also said, "Grandma, what a Gurudwara!" after seeing it. It's a Gurudwara. Very nice. It's Sidhu's friend, he got it all built. He was a Muslim from there. Sidhu's friend who was a cricketer.

[JJ]: Okay, okay, yes.

[MB]: Yes, he had a friend, didn't he? Everything was built. But it was very nice at the Gurudwara. All the Gurudwaras offer darshan. I'm still on the Pakistani email list, and I get emails from them. Where we couldn't go by big bus, these policemen would take us there. Such nice police officers.

[JJ]: They take care.

[MB]: They cared for me a lot, and I have a video of them and me.

[JJ]: I mean, I can't forget anything.

[MB]: No, no, my interview came out.

[JJ]: So, I'm concluding this interview and would you like to say something else about your life?

[MB]: If you ask me anything, I'll tell you.

[JJ]: Okay. What are you looking forward to in the future? What do you see in your future? I want to do something like this in the future.

[MB]: No, I don't have the balance right now. Even if I don't have anything, it's still difficult.

[JJ]: Well, thank you very much.

[MB]: Much like the interview in Pakistan, yes, yes, it was.

[JJ]: The aim was to have darshan and see the guru on earth. That was very good.

[MB]: It was. If you have any other questions, you can ask.

[JJ]: No, I think I've learned a lot from your life, and you've also given advice to others. Thank you so much. Thank you for sharing your life and for opening up about your struggles and achievements. Thank you very much, and I hope

[MB]: Whatever anyone tells me, face it boldly and don't be afraid. I don't know, God tests how you stand up.

[JJ]: You, our listeners, will also get some inspiration from hearing this.

[MB]: Thank you so much.

[JJ]: Thank you very much. This is going to be able to be done.

[MB]: So son, I really enjoyed meeting him. What's his name, kid? 

[JJ]: Jitesh. 

[MB]: Jitesh.
